


James & John sought for 

preeminence in the kingdom / 

church.

Matthew 20:20-21

You know that the 
rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it 
over them, and 
those who are 
great exercise 
authority over 
them. Yet it shall 
not be so among 
you; but whoever 
desires to become 
great among you, 
let him be your 
servant. 

(Matt 20:25-26)



But he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

Matthew 23:11-12

And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
if anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and 
servant of all.

Mark 9:35



Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of 

them should be considered the greatest. (Luke 22:24)

…he who is greatest among you, let him be as the 

younger, and he who governs as he who . (v26)

After that, He poured water into a basin and 

, and to wipe them with the towel 

with which He was girded. (John 13:5)

For I have given you an , that you should do as I 

have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a 

is not greater than his master… (vss15-16)





The Heart of a True Servant
▪ Is always reliable 

No one engaged in warfare entangles himself

with the affairs of this life, that he may please 

him who enlisted him as a soldier. (2 Tim  2:4)



The Heart of a True Servant
▪ Is always reliable 

▪ Is constantly attentive

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 

good to all, especially to those who are of the 

household of faith.

(Gal 6:10)



The Heart of a True Servant
▪ Is always reliable 

▪ Is constantly attentive

▪ Is free from all excuses

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is 

evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly 

affectionate to one another with brotherly love, 

in honor giving preference to one another. 

(Rom 12:9-10)



The Heart of a True Servant
▪ Is always reliable 

▪ Is constantly attentive

▪ Is free from all excuses

▪ Is of humble character

…yes, all of you be submissive to one another, 

and be clothed with humility, for God resists the 

proud, but gives grace to the humble. (1 Pet 

5:5)



The Heart of a True Servant
▪ Is always reliable 

▪ Is constantly attentive

▪ Is free from all excuses

▪ Is of humble character

▪ Is continually available

Moreover it is required in stewards that one be 

found faithful. (1 Cor 4:2)



▪ If I never offered to teach the lost.

▪ If I never encouraged the hurting.

▪ If I never visit the sick and dying.

▪ If I never teach a Bible class.

▪ If I never sacrifice to help the needy.

▪ If I am unreliable in attendance.



41 Then He will also say to those on the left hand, depart 

from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you 

gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no 

drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, 

naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and 

you did not visit Me. 44 Then they also will answer Him, 

saying, Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 

minister to You? 45 Then He will answer them, saying, 

assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to 

one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me. 46 And 

these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal life.

Matthew 25:41-46
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