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• As we bring our study of 1 Peter to 
its conclusion, we find one final 
admonition before his final 
remarks.

• We have addressed suffering as a 
Christian throughout this study.

• Behind much of our suffering is 
Satan.  Peter’s final admonition is a 
warning about the devil.

Previously



• A question that is debated and not 
fully comprehended.  

• He is NOT merely a force, but a 
being.  

• We are uncertain about his origin –
whether a fallen angel or not, how 
and why did God create him, etc. 

Who is Satan?



• 3 times in scripture he makes 
appearances 
- To Eve in the form of a serpent –
Genesis 3:1ff (cf. Revelation 

12:9, 20:2)

• - Before God to accuse Job – Job 

1:6-7, 2:1-2

- To tempt Jesus – Matthew 4:1-

11

Who is Satan?



• Our best understanding of who he is 
and his work is found in some of the 
titles and descriptions of him.

• Devil - “diablos” – a word found 38x 
in NT (34 apply to him).  Means a 
slanderer.
Satan slandered God to Eve –
Genesis 3:4-5
He slandered Job to God – Job 1:9-
11, 2:4-5ff

• He strives to discredit us any way that 
he can

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• Satan - his “formal” name, from 
Hebrew.  
Means enemy or adversary.  
He appears to Jesus to tempt Him 
– Matthew 4:10 (devil, Satan)
- Entered Judas – Luke 22:3

- Sifted Peter to deny Jesus –
Matthew 16:23, Luke 22:31

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• Adversary - our enemy.  
Of him, found only in our text – 1 

Peter 5:8

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• Belial - 2 Corinthians 6:15 –
of “Beliar”.  Means worthless or 
extreme wickedness.  
This was a Jewish name for him –
found frequently in the DSS.  
In OT, the term was attributed to 
worthless men – cf. 2 Chronicles 
13:7, Deuteronomy 13:13, 
etc. 

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• Deceiver - Revelation 12:9 
One of his devices.  In this text he is also 
called, “the great dragon”, “that serpent of 
old” who deceives the whole world 
Revelation 20:10 – he who deceived 
man was cast into the lake of fire
2 Corinthians 11:3 – he deceived Eve 
by his craftiness
2 Corinthians 2:11 – must not be 
ignorant of his devices

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• Beelzebub - Luke 11:15

A Philistine God, “Lord of the flies”.  
In context, the corrupt Jewish 
leaders were associating the name 
with Satan, as “ruler of the 
demons”.  
Jesus answers with a reference to 
Satan (11:18, cf. Mark 3:22-23)

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• The enemy - Matthew 13:39
In the parable of the wheat and 
tares, the enemy sows poisonous 
weeds amidst good wheat (13:24-
30). Jesus identified him as the 
devil. 
Clearly, Satan is our enemy in every 
way.  He seeks to damage the good 
works of God’s people

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• The wicked one - Matthew 

13:19

In the parable of the Sower, it is 
“the wicked one” who snatches the 
word out of the hardened heart 
(NOTE: Mark 4:15 – Satan; Luke 

8:12 – the devil).

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• The god of this age-
2 Corinthians 4:4

Satan has his influence in this 
world and time, among the 
overwhelming majority of mankind.  
John 12:31– ruler of this world
Ephesians 2:2 – prince of the 
power of the air

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• The tempter – Matthew 4:3

He tempted Jesus  in the 
wilderness.  
This is his tool used to capture us –
James 1:12-15.

1 Thessalonians 3:5 – Paul was 
concerned that “the tempter had 
tempted you”.  

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• Liar, father of lies, murderer–
John 8:44

As Jesus spoke of the corrupt leaders 
and who influenced them.  
He does not stand for truth and no 
truth is in him.  He seeks to destroy 
truth in man.  That is what he did with 
Eve.  He lies in every conceivable way.  
Consider Revelation 21:8

Who is Satan?



Titles and descriptions of him

• In these descriptions, we are 
reminded of WHO is behind all 
resistance as we strive to serve God.
He is behind sorrows, temptations, 
persecutions, and many of our 
struggles.  
We ought to despise him and 
“declare war” against him! 

Who is Satan?



We must be aware of his devices 

• 2 Corinthians 2:11, we are not to 
be ignorant of his devices.  What 
are some of the devices he uses?

• 1) He transforms himself into an 
angel of light 
2 Corinthians 11:12-15  
He appears good and noble to 
many.  
His workers follow him in this 

Who is Satan?



We must be aware of his devices 

• 2 Corinthians 2:11, not to be 
ignorant of his devices. 

• 2) He uses deceivers, false brethren 
and teachers 
1 Timothy 4:1

2 Peter 2:1

They bring in destructive heresies 
and deceive many who follow them

Who is Satan?



We must be aware of his devices 

• 2 Corinthians 2:11, not to be 
ignorant of his devices. 

• 3) He uses the world 
1 John 2:15-17 
His dominion – lusts drive men. 
Worldliness is one our greatest 
adversaries and affects every aspect 
of lives.  He appeals to instant 
gratification

Who is Satan?



We must be aware of his devices 

• 2 Corinthians 2:11, not to be 
ignorant of his devices. 

• 4) He uses suffering
Matthew 13:20-21

The stony soil – no root which 
withers at the first sign of trouble.
Suffering is the spiritual downfall of 
many!

Who is Satan?



We must be aware of his devices 

• 2 Corinthians 2:11, not to be 
ignorant of his devices. 

• 5) He seeks to create doubt
Genesis 3:4-6

That is what he did with Eve.  He 
plants doubts in the minds of men 
that often drives them FROM God 
and Jesus. 

Who is Satan?



We must be aware of his devices 

• 2 Corinthians 2:11, not to be 
ignorant of his devices. 

• 6) He is crafty
Ephesians 6:11 speaks of the “wiles 
of the devil”.  He schemes.  
NOTE: Our English word “method” is 
based upon this Greek word.
He will us whatever tools he has.  He is 
patient and will use time and 
generations to accomplish his goals. 

Who is Satan?



Be sober

• Serious and awake, not dulled.  We 
should not partake of anything that 
dulls our senses and makes us 
vulnerable.

• 1 Peter 1:13, 4:7 – serious and 
watchful in your prayers.
2 Corinthians 2:11 – we are not 
ignorant of his devices
1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 – watch and 
be sober

Our text – 1 Peter 5:8-9



Be vigilant

• Aware and cautious.  Constantly
working and watching.

• 1 Corinthians 16:13 – Watch, 
stand fast in the faith…
1 Thessalonians 5:6 – watch and 
be sober
cf. Ephesians 6:10-18 – put on the 
WHOLE armor of God.  Protect 
yourself. 

Our text – 1 Peter 5:8-9



Satan walks about like a roaring lion

• This is why we are watching and 
alert.  
Devour means to completely and 
quickly consume

Our text – 1 Peter 5:8-9



Resist him, steadfast in the faith

• “The faith” is likely a reference to 
God’s word as our guide. Even as 
Jesus used scripture, so should we

• He CAN be resisted.  Satan can be 
defeated and overcome  
- John 12:31, Hebrews 2:14-15 
Jesus has defeated him
- James 4:7 – if we resist he will flee
- 1 Corinthians 10:13

Our text – 1 Peter 5:8-9



Knowing that the same sufferings are 
experienced by your brotherhood

• 1) This implies that the gospel had 
spread far and wide.
2) Understand that when we suffer 
for doing good, we are NOT alone!  
Others are enduring and 
overcoming
AND we are there for one another!  

Our text – 1 Peter 5:8-9



Are you prepared to 
resist the devil?

Studies in 1 Peter

P



Let us pray! 

Studies in 1 Peter

P
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