
Welcoming
Visitors



We invite you to our upcoming

Gospel meeting
April 8-13

Sunday – Thursday
Our speaker will be

JR Bronger
of Brownsburg, Indiana

Sunday – 10:50 am and 6 pm
Monday-Thursday, 7:30 pm each evening



Our gospel meeting begins in 2 weeks.

At times, we have visitors from the 
community who have been invited or 
heard about this effort.

How should we react when we have 
visitors?

In this lesson, I would like to make some 
observations and recommendations.

This is based on information/feedback 
from numerous sources



The church has a part in reaching the 

lost locally and abroad

• What is the gospel?  The message 

of salvation – Romans 1:16, 

10:15-16, 1 Corinthians 15:1-

2, Ephesians 1:13, etc. 

The Church and Evangelism



The church has a part in reaching the 
lost locally and abroad

• Churches taught the gospel –
1 Timothy 3:15, 
cf. 1 Corinthians 14, esp. 
14:23-25 – “unbeliever”

• 9 Pauline letters written to 
churches.  2-3 to preachers at 
congregations.

The Church and Evangelism



The church has a part in reaching the lost 
locally and abroad

• Churches supported the preaching of 
the gospel –
Philippians 1:5, 4:15-17 – both 
locally and abroad

• Churches grew locally by spreading 
the word – cf. Acts 2-5ff, 
1 Thessalonians 1:8-9

The Church and Evangelism



The church has a part in reaching the lost 
locally and abroad

• In parables, Jesus spoke of the 
kingdom growing -
Matthew 13:24 – Parable of the 
wheat and tares
Matthew 13:31-35 – mustard seed 
and leaven

• The church is God’s kingdom 
(including local churches) and does its 
part to enlarge its borders

The Church and Evangelism



The church has a part in reaching the 

lost locally and abroad

• The point: If the local church is 

actively seeking to reach the lost, 

we need to be ready to welcome 

the community when they do visit 

with us.

• The focus of this lesson

The Church and Evangelism



Christians

• Some are just visiting – vacation, 

friends, gospel meetings, etc. 

NOTE: They have made efforts to 

assemble with God’s people.  

Shows a respect and love for God 

and His will.  Such are an 

encouragement to a smaller work

Types of visitors



Christians

• Do they feel welcome? 

I want to commend Rose Avenue 

for your efforts to make ALL our 

visitors welcome! 

Types of visitors



Those searching for the gospel

• Today, many are searching for 
answers. 
We occasionally have visitors from 
the community that are “checking 
us out”
Sometimes, we have friends, 
neighbors, family, who come at our 
invitation (Are we inviting them?)

Types of visitors



Those searching for the gospel

• Today, many are searching for 

answers. 

Our assemblies are an opportunity 

to teach/introduce them to the 

gospel (evangelism).

Types of visitors



Visitors today

• Different from times past –

Meetings would be attended 

because it was activity.

Today if one attends, they are likely 

searching for something.  They 

CHOSE to be here.

When we have visitors



Visitors today

• Because they are searching, they 
are some of our best “prospects”
(NOT a substitute for our going out 
to find others).
- They have a soul – Hebrews 
9:27, 2 Corinthians 5:10-11
- Why did they come? Invitation of 
friend? 

When we have visitors



Visitors today

• Let them know they are welcome.

- If first time, likely nervous.

- Worship leaders – keep this in 

mind.  If needed, explain what we 

are doing to put them at ease.

- Explain as announcements are 

being made (e.g., order of services)

When we have visitors



Visitors today

• Be interested in them.

- Smile

- GO to them and warmly greet them

- If possible, do this BEFORE services 

(don’t ignore them) to put them at ease

- Do not be overly inquisitive, but find 

out where they are from, etc. 

When we have visitors



Visitors today

• Be interested in them.

- Remember James 2:1-9

When we have visitors



What are they observing?

• Are we glad they are here with us? 

• Are we genuine? Do we love each 
other? Are we united? 
John 13:34-35 

• Is worshipping God important to us or 
a chore/check-list item? 

• Is our worship “in spirit and in truth”? 
John 4:24, Titus 2:14 - enthusiasm
1 Corinthians 14:15

When we have visitors



Do NOT assume they have Biblical 
insight or a correct understanding

• They may not know what we are 
doing or why (Cf. give order of 
services)

• They may not be familiar with 
Biblical terms (Lord’s Supper, 
baptism, sanctification, etc.) and 
accounts

When we have visitors



Do NOT assume they have Biblical 
insight or a correct understanding

• Do not pressure them into obeying the 
gospel or a Bible study (are they 
ready?)

• Do not assume they know Biblical 
values – e.g., appearance
cf. Matthew 23:25-26, Mark 
7:18-23 – the heart has to be 
cleansed before the 
outside changes

When we have visitors



Do NOT assume they have Biblical 

insight or a correct understanding

• As preachers, teachers – we need 

to know our audience and if needed 

take time to explain verses & 

accounts we ASSUME everyone 

already knows.  

When we have visitors



Do NOT assume they have Biblical 
insight or a correct understanding

• NOTE: Even Christians who are 
visiting may not have been taught 
“the whole counsel of God” (Acts 
20:27). They too may need 
teaching or further study.  Terms 
matter (e.g., what does “liberal” and 
“conservative” mean?, etc.)

When we have visitors



Consider their background

• Different cultures and customs.  Be 

aware – cf. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

• For example: Avoid politics and 

other sensitive subjects.

When we have visitors



Consider their background

• They come with “baggage” – hurting, 
searching for answers, struggling, 
messed up lives, etc. 

• Jesus showed compassion – Matthew 
9:36 – multitudes, 15:32 – feeding 
4000, 18:27ff – compassion and 
forgiveness, 20:34 – healing the blind.
Luke 7:36-50 – home of Simon the 
Pharisee

• Matthew 11:28-30

When we have visitors



Consider their background

• They come with “baggage” –
hurting, searching for answers, 
struggling, messed up lives, etc. 

• Just like Jesus, we need to be 
compassionate, patient and gentle 
with those who are struggling –
1 Thessalonians 2:7, “We were 
gentle among you…”

When we have visitors



Follow up

• Invite them back

• Show hospitality

• Contact them with a card, note, 

phone call, etc. Especially if you 

invited them

• Make them aware of what we have 

to offer (spiritually)

When we have visitors



Follow up

• Pray for them 

We should constantly be praying –

1 Thessalonians 5:17, 

Ephesians 6:18

Praying for open doors –

Colossians 4:3.  We can pray for a 

SPECIFIC “door” to open.

When we have visitors



Watch what you say

• Do NOT be critical of the church, 

leaders, etc.

We are a family and we have our 

quirks and differences, but we 

should STILL act like a loving family 

and be there for one another. 

Romans 12:10-11.  

When we have visitors



Final thoughts

• Don’t be disappointed if they do not 

return or are not interested (right 

now).

Satan is at work – cf. Luke 8:11-15

Our job is to plant and water.  Let 

God give the increase –
1 Corinthians 3:5-7

When we have visitors



Final thoughts

• These are some thoughts when we 

are blessed to have visitors in our 

assemblies. 

Let us use wisdom with every 

opportunity we have. 

BUT, do not depend exclusively on 

visitors to grow – cf. Luke 14:15-24 

(esp. 21-24)

When we have visitors



May visitors 
ALWAYS 

be welcome here?



Let us pray!
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