


Luke 2:8-15 records angels appearing to 

shepherds in the field to announce the birth 

of Jesus in Bethlehem. 

It was a wondrous scene as the angel of the 

Lord proclaimed, “…I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all 

people.”  The shepherds then see a 

multitude of angels saying, “Glory to God in 

the highest…”

(Vs. 15) But what happened when the 

angels had gone away?



Luke 2:15-20 records that after the 

angels departed, the shepherds decided to 

go to Bethlehem and see the child just 

announced.  

They investigated what they had just 

heard from God’s messenger.

They “came with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.”

After this, they made these events widely 

known so that all marveled at what they 

proclaimed. 



When Jesus arose, we again find angels 

appearing (Luke 24:1-9, Matthew 

28:5) that tell Mary and other women that 

He has arisen.

What did they do after the angels left?

Vs. 8-9 – they returned from the tomb 

and told what they had seen to the eleven.



Acts 10:3-8, in a vision, an angel clearly 

appears to Cornelius and tells him to send 

for Peter in Joppa who would give  him 

further instructions.

What did Cornelius do?

Vs. 7-8 – He called some servants and 

sent them to get Peter.  



In ALL these instances, and others, after the 

angel appeared and had left, they did not 

keep it to themselves.  They acted based 

upon what they had seen and been told.  



Today’s lesson is NOT about angels  
• It is about responding to what they heard.
• Of interest, the Greek word for angel 

(ἄγγελος, angelos) actually means a 
messenger (found 186x in NT)

• Most versions, when they use the word 
“angel” have reference to a messenger from 
God (or rarely, Satan).

• But the word is also used to describe 
people: Luke 7:24, 27 – messengers of 
John who came to Jesus, THEN John the 
Baptist himself; James 2:25 – messengers
received by Rahab; 
Luke 9:52 – Jesus sent messengers to a 
village of the Samaritans



Today’s lesson is NOT about angels  

• WHEN a preacher preaches today, he is a 

messenger of God (though not inspired) 

If he preaches the truth, it is God’s message 

2 Timothy 4:2, cf. Acts 20:27, 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 - they 

welcomed the gospel message as God’s 

word, though it had been preached by Paul 

and others. 

• HOW will we respond to the message 

preached? 



This past week, we invited JR Bronger to 

came share the word of God with us. 

• He presented the message of God’s 

word on a number of subjects.  

• In so doing, he was our messenger.

• He has now returned home.

• But the message he shared with us 

remains.  How will we respond to that 

message? 

Let us be reminded of the lessons JR 

presented to us



Therefore what God 
has joined together, 
let not man separate.

Matthew 19:6



Matthew 19:6, what God has joined 

together, man should not separate. 

• What can we do to make our marriages 

“divorce proof”?

• We need a “prenuptial agreement”

Not a monetary agreement, but:

- Agree that our marriage is a covenant

- Agree that we will make it succeed

- Agree to fulfill our individual roles

Let no man separate, 4/9/23 am



• What can we do to make our marriages 
“divorce proof”?

• We need to be wiser than Solomon
We need to understand to God 
intended
- One man + one woman FOR life!
- We resolve to a lifetime of 
companionship
- We commit to leave our fathers and 
mothers and be joined to one another

Let no man separate, 4/9/23 am



• What can we do to make our marriages 

“divorce proof”?

• We need to openly talk with one 

another.  Ephesians 4:25-29

- We resolve to always speak the truth

- Do not let the sun set on your anger

- Put away corrupt words – learn to 

“fight fair” if you have to engage in a 

discussion

Let no man separate, 4/9/23 am



What can we do to make our marriages 

“divorce proof”?

• We need to learn to talk to one another
Ephesians 4:25-29

- Resolve to always speak the truth

- Resolve to not let the sun go down on 

our anger

- Resolve to put away corrupt words

Let no man separate, 4/9/23 am

When the Thorn is Not 

Removed 

2 Corinthians 12:7



A thorn in the flesh is something that 
persistently bothers you that you cannot 
seem to get rid of it
• We do not know what Paul’s thorn in 

the flesh was
- It could have been physical
- It could have been emotional
- It could have been adversarial
- It could have been discouragement

• BUT God did not remove it.  
(2 Corinthians 12:8-9)

When the thorn is not removed, 4/9/23 pm



We may have a “thorn in the flesh”

• Remember:

- Satan is the source of all suffering

- He will use it to attack your heart

- He ALWAYS deceives 

(John 8:44, cf. 2 Corinthians 

2:11, 1 Peter 5:8-9)

When the thorn is not removed, 4/9/23 pm



God grace is sufficient to help us cope

• It worked for Paul, and actually helped 

him become better (2 Corinthians 

12:9-10)

As we struggle with “thorns” it can make 

us better (cf. James 1:2-4)

When the thorn is not removed, 4/9/23 pm



What can we do when the thorn is not 
removed? 
• Reject Satan’s lying message
• Revive your daily prayer dependance 
• Resist the urge to become bitter
• Reestablish your spiritual relationships 

(cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:12, 2 
Corinthians 1:3-4, etc.)

• Rely unconditionally upon God 
(1 Peter 5:6-7)

When the thorn is not removed, 4/9/23 pm



John 5:5-6

Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight 

years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already 

had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, 

“Do you want to be made well?”



From John 5, where Jesus finds a man 

who had an ailment for 38 years at the pool 

of Bethesda.  

While the obvious answer to the question 

should be “Yes”, he expressed defeat and an 

inability to do what he needed to do  

(John 5:7ff)

Jesus did heal him immediately

Do you want to be made well? 4/10/23



People deal with struggles of varying sorts.
Many do NOT really want to be made well.  
They want to improve their lives, BUT they are 
unwilling to take the necessary steps to change.  
Therefore they remain bound and continue  in 
their broken state:
- Some enjoy being victims
- Some blame others for their struggles
- Some are afraid of change and its 
consequences
- Many just want “relief” instead of cure

Do you want to be made well? 4/10/23



Do WE really want to be made well?

- Do we want better marriages?

- Do we want to break that addiction 

(substance or behavioral, sinful or not)

- Do we really want to be more spiritual?

- Do we really want our children to be 

more devout in serving the Lord?

- Do we really want to be saved?

Do you want to be made well? 4/10/23





A lesson that dealt with regrets.
• We look at our past, especially failures, 

and wish we could do things over again.  
But we CANNOT!  There is nothing we 
can do to change the past. 

• Esau could not reclaim his birthright
• Moses could not take back his error at 

Kadesh
• David could not bring back the child that 

died because of his adultery with 
Bathsheba 

Nothing I can do about it now 4/11/23



Remorse is a heavy burden to carry.

We have many regrets and there are 

consequences:

Adultery, pornography (addictions of all 

sorts), out of control anger, materialism, 

failures to worship and raise godly children, 

broken relationships, unscriptural divorce, 

having an abortion, etc. 

You CANNOT take what has been done.  

Nothing I can do about it now 4/11/23



BUT –You can:
- Seek the Lord’s forgiveness now! Repent!
- Forget about the past and press on 
toward the goal (Philippians 3:14)
- Begin making better choices as you move 
forward
- NOT blame God for the consequences of 
your past actions and decisions
Deal with where you are right now and 
start there! 

Nothing I can do about it now 4/11/23





While the book of Acts seems to end 
abruptly with Paul in prison, is that the end 
of the story? 
- Acts deals with the beginning of the NT 
church and how they steadily grew in the 
1st century.  And they did it without many of 
the conveniences we now have and often 
take for granted. 
- WHAT are we doing to keep the gospel 
going?

The story continues 4/12/23



What are we doing to keep the gospel 
story going? 
- Do we trust in His great power to save? 
Romans 1:16
- Are we willing to be bold in the face of 
opposition? 
- Will we make dramatic changes in our 
lives – our example is our greatest tool in 
reaching others 
- Are we willing to reach ALL the lost? 

Cf. James 2:1-10

The story continues 4/12/23



Continues 

to be the

Challenge

for the

21st Century 
Church





Our final lesson was a call to be servants.  

As Christians, we cannot just think about 

ourselves.  The Christian life IS about 

serving others! 

That is what a transforming gospel will do 

in our lives

Saved to serve  4/13/23



Philippians 2:7

Jesus is our greatest example of service.  He 

left heaven to come as bondservant.

Matthew 20:28 – He came to serve and 

give His life

John 13:1-15 – He gave His disciples an 

example as He washed their feet 

Saved to serve  4/13/23





The Heart of a True Servant
▪ Is always reliable  

- 2 Timothy 2:4

▪ Is constantly attentive 
– Galatians 6:10

▪ Is free from all excuses 
– Romans 12:9-10

▪ Is of humble character 
– 1 Peter 5:5

▪ Is continually available 
- 1 Corinthians 4:2



Do I have a servant’s heart?

- Do I really care about my brethren?

- Have I tried to reach the lost?

- Do I encourage the hurting?

- Do I visit the sick and dying?

- Am I willing to teach a Bible class?

- Will I sacrifice to help the needy?

- Am I unreliable when it comes to my 

attendance? 

Saved to serve  4/13/23



Matthew 25:41-46, one day we will 

stand and give an accounting for how we 

have served others?

Saved to serve  4/13/23





Let us pray!
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