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" Whatis -
St. Patrick’s Day?
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Learning from our Calendar (6)




My purpose - Reminder

» This year, | am preaching through the calendar -
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we
find on our calendars.

» This is not about observing these days as the
church, nor honoring the individuals behind
specific days.

Our focus is to understand the purpose of behind
the day and to make Biblical applications

» Today we address St. Patrick’s Day.



» Every year on March 17t we find St. Patrick’s Day on
the calendar.

» When we think of this day, we think of wearing green
to avoid being pinched, possibly we eat an Irish meal
with corned beef hash and cabbage.

Some places celebrate the day with parades and
parties. Some use this day as an excuse to drink
alcohol.

» But most know little about the man this day
remembers.



Background of St. Patrick

» He was born in England to a wealthy family in
the late 4th century (exact date/year unknown).
His father was a deacon in the church in his
community.

» Resources indicate that as a youth, Patrick was
not interested in serving God.

» At age 16, the village was raided and he was
taken captive to Ireland where he would serve as
a herdsman for 6 years.



Background of St. Patrick

» During his captivity he began to think seriously
about spiritual matters. He began to develop a
strong faith in God and for Jesus.

We do not know the details of his faith. Because
of the timing, he was likely closer to a true
Christian than Catholicism today (the Catholic
church was not fully formed until the early 7t
century). However, history does record apostacy
developing in church organization during the 4t &
5th centuries.



Background of St. Patrick

» After 6 years captive, Patrick claimed to have
had a dream that a ship awaited him.

» He escaped and found passage back to Brittain.

» Reunited with his family, he continued to grow
spiritually and believed he needed to return to
Ireland and to teach them the gospel.

» Around 432 AD, he went to Ireland and taught
the gospel, baptizing many and establishing
congregations.



Background of St. Patrick

» At that time, lreland was pagan and considered
to be barbarians by the “civilized” world of that
day.

» Because of that Patrick was criticized for going.
Many believed the Island was unteachable.

» But he was successful and Ireland is what it is
today religiously tracing its roots back to him.

» He is believed to have died, March 17, 461 AD,
hence the day of observance.



Background of St. Patrick

» NOTE: Today Ireland is predominantly Catholic
(-70%). However, the state guarantees freedom
of religion and does not espouse any specific
religion.

» Because Patrick is credited with introducing
Jesus to the Island he has been remembered on
that day for many centuries (exact beginning
unknown).



Background of St. Patrick

» He was recognized as a “saint” though not
formally “canonized” (something that was not
formalized until ~993 AD).

» The day is observed throughout places in the
world because of Irish settlers in various places.

» NOTE: The day is in the midst of “Lent” and
affords many an excuse to take a day off and
celebrate.



Lessons to consider:

» What is a “Saint”?

» What Catholicism teaches is different than what the
Bible teaches.

» In Catholicism, the title describes deceased persons
who were considered faithful and impactful.
Beginning in the late 10*" century (~973 AD), the
process involved the pope recognizing the individual
for sainthood. To be “canonized”, the individual must
be associated with at least 2 miracles in their name,
a1tc wShich point they can be bestowed with the TITLE
of “Saint”.

» QUESTION: Where is this process in the Bible?




Lessons to consider:

» What is a “Saint”?
» The word means, “holy ones”

» |In the Bible a saint is ANYONE who is saved -
dead or alive.
NKJV - “Saint” is found 97x in the NKJV
- 62x 1in NT, with 13x in Revelation
- Leaving 49x for rest of NT




Lessons to consider:

» “Saint” in the New Testament
» Romans 1:7 - called to be saints

» Philippians 1:1, To all the saints in Christ Jesus
who are in Ph1l1pp1 with the bishops and deacons

» Ephesians 2:19, Now, therefore, you are no
longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens

\évit(? the saints and members of the household of
od.

» Even 1 Corinthians 1:2

» Point: If you are in Christ, you are a saint! NOTE
that this a descriptive term!




Lessons to consider:

» Where traditions of man often lead
» In our last lesson we addressed traditions.

» Here | want to note that traditions of man often lead one
FARTHER away from the truth in time.

» The intended observances often devolve to include sensual and
sinful behaviors.

» Recall Matthew 15:6-9.

» When the Pharisees began, their intentions were likely
noble. But in time, they became engrained and expected to
be observed by ALL. And when conflict arose between God’s
word and traditions, often God’s word is set aside. Man
begins to do what He wants!

» This becomes especially concerting for the uninformed.




Lessons to consider:

» One God - Three persons
» The shamrock is the national flower of Ireland

» Legend holds that Patrick used the shamrock to
explain the Trinity.




Lessons to consider:

» One God - Three persons

» The Bible teaches God in 3 Persons
Genesis 1:1-2, 26, John 1:1, Colossians 1:16 -
creation

Matthew 28:19 - baptizing in name of Father, Son
& Holy Spirit
2 Corinthians 13:14

» We may not understand everything about the Triune
God (cf. Romans 11:33-34) but scripture is clear
that all 3 persons are “one” - united in purpose, etc.

» The Godhead is different from pagan polytheism




Lessons to consider:

» Evangelism

» There are many things about the way Patrick took his
gospel to Ireland that are worthy of consideration in
reaching the lost.

» He was willing to take the gospel to the lost - he went
where he saw the need and could do the most good

» Paul, after his conversion wanted to go to his Jewish
brethren and teach them.
Acts 9:20-22, Romans 9:1-3, 10:1-2, Acts 22:1-21

» Are we willing to share God’s word with others, including
“former enemies”? Matthew 5:43-48
Conlsider Galatians 1:23-23 - how Christians accepted
Pau




Lessons to consider:

» Evangelism

» He was willing to go to the “uncivilized”
- Much of Europe saw lreland as unteachable.
- That did not deter Patrick

» EVERYONE needs the gospel - Acts 10:28, 34-35

» Do we sometimes look at outward appearance and
assume someone is unteachable?
Cf. Acts 9:13 - Ananias.
Recall Matthew 7:1-5, 12, James 2:1-9




Lessons to consider:

» Evangelism

» He made preparations. He did not go until he was
fully grounded in his beliefs.

» Yes, there is a sense in which we can tell others
about our faith immediately, but the more we learn,
the more effective we will be

» 1 Peter 3:15 - always ready to give a defense
2 Timtohy 2:15 - be diligent.

» We regularly meet to discuss ways to reach the lost.




Lessons to consider:

» Evangelism

» He was familiar with those he wanted to teach.
6 years in Ireland helped him understand the people
and what he needed to do.

» It was NOT his goal to “Romanize” them, but to
simply share the gospel.

» Our goal ought to be to convert others to Christ, not
OUR traditions. Cf. Matthew 23:13-15,
Galatians 3:26-28

» Paul - 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.




Lessons to consider:

» Evangelism

» He took others with him
Memoirs indicate he did not go alone.

» Jesus often sent his disciples 2 by 2.
Luke 10:1, Mark 6:7. He chose 12!

» Paul on his preaching trips - Cf. Acts 13:1-2

» There is great benefit in having someone with
you as you study with others.

» You CAN go alone if you have to!




Lessons to consider:

» Evangelism

» NOTE: Typically, when we look at examples to follow,
we look at Biblical examples.
| certainly have concerns with what Patrick did and
taught. | do not agree with some of what | have read
doctrinally.

» His example is only beneficial so far as it accords
with Biblical examples. We have looked at qualities
Patrick used and compared them to what Paul did!

» That makes it useful and shows us that we CAN follow
the Biblical pattern in our efforts.




Concluding thoughts

» The work Patrick did and the day honoring him
are not found in scripture!

» | cannot account for his soul. That is in God’s
hands.

» But, as with much of life, there are lessons to
learn from others, even the uninspired and
imperfect.

» He left a legacy that lives on.
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What type of legacy will
* you leave behind? -
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Let us pray!
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