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We invite you to our

GOSPEL MEETING
April 6-11, 2025
with
John Duvall of Edmond, OK

“AVOIDING SPIRITUAL POVERTY”

Sunday, 10:50 am Seeking True Bible Preaching
Sunday, 6:00 pm Maintaining our Conviction
Monday, 7:30 pm A Famine of God’s Word
Tuesday, 7:30 pm The Results of Spiritual Poverty
Wednesday, 7:30 pm The Causes of Spiritual Poverty
Thursday, 7:30 pm Preventing Spiritual Poverty
Friday, 7:30 pm What Every Local Church Needs

More information at www.roseavenue.org



http://www.roseavenue.org/

- We often look to godly examples in scripture.
Typically, we notice the "main characters”.

» But, there are also many "supporting
characters”, some moderately known and others
briefly mentioned.

» Today, we want to address, Barnabas, a well-
known “supporting” man.



« We are first introduced to him in Acts 4:36.
where we find his name was Joses, but the
apostles called him Barnabas, which is

translated “son of encouragement” (or
consolation)

 The word describes one who Is a source of
comfort (cf. "Helper’ — John 14:26 derived

from same word). It means to stand beside to
lend support.



« As Christians, we are to be a source of
encouragement to one another and to others.

 From time to time we all need to be
encouraged.

1 Thessalonians 5:11, 14.

* Words like consolation, exhort, comfort point to
this need.

 Why was Barnabas given this name?
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He was a man of faith

 He was a good man
- desirable, honorable moral qualities
- honorable toward God and Jesus
- the qualities consistent with being a Christian
- trustworthy & worthy of imitation.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:21 — hold to what is good
- Matthew 5:16 — see your good works




He was a man of faith

* He was “full of the Holy Spirit”
- Likely inspired or possessed spiritual gifts —
cf. Acts 13:1

- In 18t century could be gifts of the Holy Spirit
- OR one full of conviction based upon the
teachings of the Holy Spirit

- Acts 6:3-5 — 7 men full of the Holy Spirit”
- Acts 7:55 — Stephen
- Luke 1:15 - John the Baptist would be




He was a man of faith

* He was full of faith
- He believed God and trusted Him.
He was faithful to Jesus and His teachings.

- Hebrews 11:6

- As we read about him, we will see this faith
demonstrated.




He was a godly example

* He stood up for others
- For Paul — Acts 9:26-27
- Brethren in Antioch — Acts 11:19-26
- For John Mark — Acts 15:37 (36-41)

NOTE: Paul later acknowledges his faithfulness
(as well as John Mark as fellow workers —

1 Corinthians 9:6, 2 Timothy 4:11,
Philemon 24)




He was a godly example

» Generosity

» God expects us to be generous to saints and others
- 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, James 1:27,

1 John 3:17-19, Matthew 25:31-46, etc.
e Barnabas sold land — Acts 4:36-37




He was a godly example

» Generosity

« He gave of his time — Acts 11:22, 25-26.

Acts 13-14 — with Paul on 1st preaching
journey.
Acts 15:36-41 — with John Mark

1 Corinthians 9:6 — demonstrates a
willingness to work and teach




He was a godly example

* Trustworthy

* Dependable and proven in truth and honorable conduct.
« Acts 11:22-23 — Jerusalem chose to send him

« Acts 11:30 - chosen to deliver funds to churches of
Judea

Acts 13:2 — the Holy Spirit called him to go preach

 Are we trustworthy? 1 Corinthians 4:1-2



He was a godly example

 Not envious

« Acts 11:23 — He was glad for Gentiles to receive
the gospel. Unlike many Jewish brethren.

* Envy sometimes stands in our way of treating others
properly, especially as equals.

Ephesians 4:3, Galatians 5:13-16
Galatians 5:21, 26; 1 Corinthians 13:4



He was a godly example

* An example of repentance
« Barnabas was not perfect.
 Galatians 2:13 - caught in the hypocrisy of Peter.
* But he Is found useful and commended by Paul
1 Corinthians 9:6

* A key element of faithfulness is not perfection but
humility to repent — 2 Corinthians 7:10-11



He shared the gospel with others

 Acts 11:24 - a great many were added to the Lord.

* He accompanied Paul on his first preaching trip, and took
Mark with him to Cypress later, to teach.

* He demonstrated
- Strengthening new saints — Acts 11:22ff, 13:43
- Taught with boldness — Acts 13:46
- Did not give up — Acts 13:50-51
- Defended truth even to non receptive audiences —

Acts 15:1-2.



He shared the gospel with others

* As we mature In the faith, we want to share the gospel
with others more effectively.

- The great commission — Mark 16:15-16
- Giving a defense for our hope — 1 Peter 3:15
- Contending for the faith — Jude 3

* We learn from Barnibas the importance of sharing the
gospel with others.



 Truly, Barnabas WAS a “"son of
encouragement’.

* Encouragement is more than kind words. It
Involves actions and the impact of a godly life.

* Sometimes your example Is the greatest
encouragement

* The conduct of Barnabas Is worthy of imitation.

* And you do not have to be "a main character”



Could you be described as
“A son (or daughter) of
Encouragement”?
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