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PREVIOUSLY

ÅWe continue to examine the subject of 

fellowship as it relates to drawing closer to 

God.  

ÅThe word means joint participation,  

something we share in with others, a 

partnership

Å2 Corinthians 6:14 -15 gives us a 

working understanding of this fellowship



PREVIOUSLY

Fellowship and spiritual matters

ÅWe discussed both its secular and Biblical 

usage.  

ÅWhile the word can be used in our language to 

describe social occasions that is NOT how it is 

used in the Bible.  

ÅIn the Bible it has reference to our spiritual 

relationship with God and one another as 

Christians AND what we do to strengthen that 

relationship spiritually. 



PREVIOUSLY

ÅWe then discussed our need for 

fellowship with God FIRST.  

1 John 1:1 -7 - John is writing so that 

we understand that fellowship.



PREVIOUSLY

ÅIn our last lesson, we began to address 

Biblical fellowship with one another noting 

that it must FIRST be based upon 

fellowship with God ï

1 John 1:3

Our goal is to have fellowship with those 

who are in fellowship with God

ÅIN todayôs lesson we want to address 

those with whom we may and may NOT 

have fellowship. 



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we have fellowship? 

ÅThe answer to this is straightforward ï

1 John 1:3 -7



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we have fellowship? 

How do we recognize those in fellowship 

with God? 

ÅAre they walking in the light? 

1 John 1:5 -7



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we have fellowship? 

How do we recognize those in fellowship 

with God? 

ÅAre they keeping His commandments? 

Psalm 119:63

cf. Psalm 15:1, 4 ïhe honors those 

who fear the LORD

- Which ones? Matthew 7:21 -23, 

James 2:10



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we have fellowship? 

Recognize those in fellowship with God

ÅAre they striving for Godôs unity? 

ïWe have noted that by its very definition, 

fellowship is a two-sided (or more) 

relationship - Amos 3:3

- John 17:20 -21, 

Ephesians 4:1 -3

Philippians 2:1 -2



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we have fellowship? 

Recognize those in fellowship with God

ÅDo they love us as God commanded? 

1 John 4:20 -21, 5:2 -3



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we have fellowship? 

Recognize those in fellowship with God

ÅThose who have joined together with us, 

BASED on His standard, to work together. 

1 Corinthians 10:16 ïas we 

worship, cf. Acts 2:42

ÅEphesians 3:8 -11 ðnotice ñthe 
fellowship of the mysteryò is related to His 

church

1 Cor. 1:9 -10, Philippians 2:1



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have 

fellowship? 

FIRST, be reminded that we are 

addressing here Biblical fellowship! 

IF God does not have fellowship with 

someone, and our fellowship is based on 

fellowship with Him, then we should NOT 

have fellowship with those out of 

fellowship with God



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have 

fellowship? 

First, those of the world!

This is the primary emphasis of 

2 Corinthians 6:14 -7:1

1 John 2:15 -16, etc.



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have fellowship? 

First, those of the world!

NOTE: This is NOT saying we isolate 

ourselves from everyone.  If so, how can you 

reach them? How can we live? 

Matthew 5:14 -16 ïlet your light shine

1 Corinthians 9:19 -23

1 Corinthians 5:9 -13, note vs. 11



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have fellowship? 

First, those of the world!

Remember, fellowship is ñjoint participationò

Romans 1:32 ïdo we approve of those 

practicing sinful behaviors? (Or leave that 

impression?

Judas ïMark 14:10 -11

Saul (Paul), as Stephen was stoned to death 

ïActs 7:58, 8:1, then 22:19 -20



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have fellowship? 

First, those of the world!

We are to avoid sinful behaviors 

Ephesians 5:11 ïhave no fellowship 

with unfruitful works of darknessé

2 Timothy 2:22 ðflee youthful lusts  

Proverbs 1:10ff ðif sinners entice you, 

do not consenté



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have 

fellowship? 

First, those of the world!

THIS is where we make the distinction 

between the worldôs definition of 

fellowship and the Biblical definition



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have fellowship? 

But what about among ñbelieversò? 

Understand that God does NOT have 

fellowship with everyone professing to 

believe in Him ïMatthew 7:21 -23, 1 

John 1:5 -6, etc. 

So why should we conclude that we can 

have fellowship with one who does NOT 

have fellowship with God?



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have fellowship? 

(even among brethren)

If one is practicing sin or error and refuses to 

repent ï2 Timothy 3:1 -5

2 Thessalonians 3:6

1 Corinthians 5:1 -6

1 John 1:6 -7 ïwalking in darkness

cf. 1 Corinthians 9:21, note how Paul 

did NOT compromise truth with those ñwithout 

lawò



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have 

fellowship? (even among brethren)

If one is teaching error ï

2 John 9 -11

1 Timothy 6:3 -5 ïhe does not 

consent to wholesome words

cf. Galatians 2:1 -5, Paul did not 

yield even for an hour



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have 

fellowship? (even among brethren)

If one refuses to repent of his sins ï

action or teaching ï

Matthew 18:15 -18



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have 

fellowship? (even among brethren)

If one is causing division or trouble ï

FIRST, we must establish why (is one 

standing for the truth and being resisted?)

Romans 16:17 -18

3 John 9 -10 ïDiotrephes



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have 

fellowship? (even among brethren)

If one has been withdrawn from ï

The purpose of withdrawing is to break 

fellowship with the hope that one will 

return 

1 Corinthians 5:1 -6, 9 -11



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have fellowship? 

(even among brethren)

Consider also: 1 Timothy 5:22, Do not 

lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in 

other peopleôs sins; Keep yourself pure. 

WHEN we ignore the sins in others, we bear 

guilt!  Cf. 2 John 10 -11, 

1 Corinthians 5:1 -2



FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER

With whom may we NOT have fellowship? 

(even among brethren)

WHEN we ignore the sins in others, we bear 

guilt! 

ÅRevelation 2:14 -16 ïthe church at 

Pergamos compromised truth allowing false 

doctrine

ÅRevelation 2:20 -21 ïthe church at 

Thyatira allowed the error to be taught.  

Both were commanded to repent. 


