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PREVIOUSLY

ÅWe continue to examine the subject of 

fellowship as it relates to drawing 

closer to God.  

ÅThe word means joint participation,  

something we share in with others, a 

partnership.  We have emphasized our 

need to understand the Biblical

application of this term.



PREVIOUSLY

ÅWe have devoted the last 2 lesson to 

fellowship with one another including in

our last lesson addressing who we

should and should NOT fellowship 

based upon the Biblical definition of 

the word.

ÅToday, we want to talk about churches 

for a few moments. 



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

ÅIn considering this, we must keep in 

mind what fellowship is and realize that 

ALL Biblical fellowship begins with 

fellowship with God.  

There is NO difference whether you 

speak of individuals or a congregation 

of Christ.  

ÅFellowship is ALWAYS based upon 

submitting to His will



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

ÅSince the church belongs to Christ 

(Ephesians 1:22 -23, 3:10 -11 ), 

we, as a body, ought to seek fellowship 

with Him!  

ÅWHAT constitutes a church in 

fellowship with God? 

(NOTE: At this point our concern is with 

a congregation itself)



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

What constitutes a church in fellowship with 

God and Christ?

ÅShe will respect Godôs pattern in all areas 

of existence 

- Organization (local, autonomous, etc.)

- Work (evangelism, limited benevolence, 

spiritual edification, worship)

- Purity and unity

- And teaching



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

What constitutes a church in fellowship 

with God and Christ?

ÅShe will stand for truth

- Sound (healthy and wholesome) 

teaching ï2 Timothy 1:13

cf. John 8:31 -32

- She will proclaim ñthe whole counsel 

of Godò (cf. Acts 20:27 )



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

What constitutes a church in fellowship 

with God and Christ?

ÅShe will REJECT error

- Scripture continually warns us about 

false teachers ï

2 Peter 2:1 -3, 2 Corinthians 

11:13 -15, 1 Timothy 4:1 -3, 1 

John 2:18 -19, Matthew 7:15 -16, 

etc. 



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

What constitutes a church in fellowship with 

God and Christ?

ÅShe will REJECT error

- When taught we are grounded ï

Ephesians 4:14 -15

- e.g. Elders at Ephesus - Acts 20:17, 

26 -32, Titus 1:9 -11

- Preachers expose false teachers ï

2 Timothy 4:2 -4

1 Timothy 6:3 -5 ïwholesome words



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

What constitutes a church in fellowship 

with God and Christ?

ÅShe will REJECT error

Ephesians 5:11 ïexpose them

2 John 9 -11 ïñdo not receive himéò

Romans 16:17 -18 ïnote those who 

cause divisions contrary to the 

doctrineé



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

What constitutes a church in fellowship 

with God and Christ?

ÅShe will strive for unity and purity

Ephesians 4:3, 1 Corinthians 1:10 

ïunity of the Spirit

1 Corinthians 5:6 -7 ïpurity



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church  be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅYes!  NOTE: Just because a church 

wears the name of Christ does NOT 

mean it is in fellowship with Him 

cf. Matthew 7:21 -23 ïnot enough to 

profess to know Himé

While this text applies to individuals, we 

will see the concept with congregations.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church  be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in 

Revelation 2 & 3 

Of these 7, 5 had errors they were 

called upon to repent of or face Godôs 

wrath.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church  be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in 

Revelation 2 & 3 

Ephesus ïRev. 2:2 -5 ïthey were ñsound 

in teachingò, but they had ñleft their first 

loveò (no longer strong and zealous).  

Without change, it was only a matter of time 

before error could creep in.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church  be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in 

Revelation 2 & 3 

Smyrna ïRev. 2:8 -11 ïnothing 

negative said, but encouraged to ñbe 

faithful until deathò and be rewarded



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church  be out of fellowship with God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in Revelation 

2 & 3 

Pergamos ïRev. 2:13 -16 ïcommended for 

holding fast the name of the Lord and not 

denying Him even in persecutions. 

BUT, they had those holding to error ïfellowship 

of idols (cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14 -17, 1 Cor. 

10:19 -20 ) and fornication.  NOTE: Nothing is 

said about that error being taught, thus they

compromised and tolerated. Called to repent. 



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church  be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in 

Revelation 2 & 3 

Thyatira ïRev. 2:18 -26 ïthey had both 

those practicing and TEACHING errors 

(more than one)

The Lord was preparing to judge them 

unless they repented.

NOTE: There were some faithful in that 

congregation! (But for how long?)



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church  be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in 

Revelation 2 & 3 

Sardis ïRev. 3:1 -5 ïa church 

described as have a name that they 

were alive, but they were dead.  Again, 

repentance was called for.

A few in Sardis were faithful.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in 

Revelation 2 & 3 

Philadelphia ïRev. 3:7 -12 ïanother 

faithful church.  A church with an open 

door.  Encouraged to ñhold fast what 

you have, that no one may take your 

crownò (Even the faithful must endure).



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅConsider the 7 churches of Asia in 

Revelation 2 & 3 

Laodicea ïRev. 3:14 -21 ïNOTHING 

good said about this lukewarm church.  

Challenged to repent and be healed.  

God was ready to vomit (spew) them 

out of His mouth.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅWhat about Corinth? 

This church was burdened with many 

problems, yet still addressed as ñthe 

church of Godò (1 Cor. 1:2 ) 

Some contend that this proves that God 

will accept a church teaching error and 

practicing error and immorality. 



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with 

God? 

ÅWhat about Corinth? Consider:

- While still recognized, could they continue 

in their ungodly behaviors and remain in 

favor with God? 

Could God ñgive them time to repentò?

- Paul rebuked and corrected each error.  

He did not ñsuggestò they consider 

changing!  He told them what they needed 

to do.


