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PREVIOUSLY

AWe continue to examine the subject of

fellowship as it relates to drawing
closer to God.

AThe word means joint participation,
something we share in with others, a
partnership. We have emphasized our
need to understand the Biblical
application of this term.



PREVIOUSLY

AThe past few lessons we have
emphasized fellowship begins with
God and how that ought to be the
basis of fellowship with one another,
AND it has a bearing on the church
(congregation) we are a part of.




PREVIOUSLY

Aln our last lesson we discussed some of
the qualities to help determine if a church
IS In fellowship with God:
1) Do they respect C
they do?
2) Do they stand for truth and teach
Asound doctrineo?
3) Do the reject error T both those who
teach and practice error?
4) She strives for Biblical unity and purity



PREVIOUSLY

Aln our last lesson we then began to
discuss If a church can be out of
fellowship with God. We noted.:

1) Ephesus (Revelation 2:2 -6)

2) Pergamos (Revelation 2:13 -16 1
which tolerated error & immorality

3) Thyatira (Revelation 2:19 -26)1
which tolerated the teaching of error
also.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
Can a church be out of fellowship with

God?
AWhat about Corinth?
This church was burdened with many
problems, yet sti |l |

of Gb@oo 1.2 )

Some contend that this proves that God will
accept a church teaching error and
practicing error and immorality (though they
might give some condition i e.g. they follow
the true plan of salvation)



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

AWhat about Corinth? Consider:
It IS true the Corinth had error and as
Paul was writing they were still called
Nt hhe nchurch of God



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

AWhat about Corinth? Consider:
BUTé consider the er|
- Division
- Immorality
- Maligning the church in the community
(taking each other to court)
- Fellowship with idolatrous practices



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

AWhat about Corinth? Consider:
BUTé consider the er|
- Selfishness 1 caring about themselves
rather than their brethren
- Jealousy & pride T over spiritual gifts
- Errors in worship
- False teaching T concerning resurrection




CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

AWhat about Corinth? Consider:
AT what point did Paul say It was
acceptable for that church to continue In
their errors?
- Do we read In his letters that he
suggests they change If they want to?



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

AWhat about Corinth? Consider:

Al Corinthians 15:1 -2 | notice the
conditional statement

A1 Corinthians 5:1 -8 i they were
commanded to repent of tolerating an
adulterous relationship. They were to
REMOVE the offender in hopes of him
repenting.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?
AWhat about Corinth? Consider:

Al Corinthians  4:21 1 he could have
come nAwith a rodo
cf. 2 Corinthians 13:2, If they did
not ¢ hialcamne | willimot spareé o



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

AWhat about Corinth? Consider:

AHe was concerned about their
ignorance
-10xT n Do you nofiCokno
3:16, 5:6,:6:2 08N b 1Y
9:24 - Paul WANTED them to learn
-nl do not waimi2ly ou



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

A What about Corinth? Consider:
- Why did Paul write? To correct their
errors
- The fact that Paul addressed the errors
Implied a need to repent and change. That
IS what Paul expected.
- 2 Corinthians  reports they did repent.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
Can a church be out of fellowship with God?

A What about Corinth? Consider:
Did Paul recognize Corinth as faithful when he
wrote?
- Yes, but he was clearly concerned about their
standing before God.
- NOTE: What is the first step in dealing with
one in error? Titus 3:10, Matthew 18:15 -
18, cf. Revelation 2:21 -you (gl ve
repent o. But 1 f there
no choice but to severer fellowship.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

Als it possible for a church to NOT preach
error and still be unsound?
- IF a congregation REFUSES to address
error (even avoiding specific subjects) and
sin, how can they be considered sound?
They are NOT present |
counsel of Godo




CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

Als it possible for a church to NOT
preach error and still be unsound?
- Consider Ephesus i never taught
error and stood for truth
- Pergamos tolerated error and
Immorality with no indication they
repudiated it



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

Als it possible for a church to NOT
preach error and still be unsound?
- Why Is this a concern? Consider
Hosea 4:6 . Not only Is that church not
pure, but they are also breeding a
generation of ignorance.



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can a church be out of fellowship with
God?

Als it possible for a church to NOT
preach error and still be unsound?
- Why Is this a concern?
A church that does NOT firmly ground
|l t s members 1 n trut
and froé o0 Ephesians 4:14 -15).
Wolves can easily come In and exploit



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
Can a church be out of fellowship with God?

A Is it possible for a church to NOT preach error
and still be unsound?
This iIs a major concern today as many
congregations do not want to deal with doctrinal
errors and call for nu
want their doéedimahyd.2 c k|
4). Faithful preaching will reprove, rebuke,
exhort AND expose! 2 Timothy 3:16  -17,
Ephesians 5:11



CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Can there be fellowship outside of a
local congregation?

A Some contend that fellowship is only
applicable to the local church you are a
part of.

Scripture gives examples of fellowship
beyond the local work.



