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PREVIOUSLY

ÅWe have been examining the subject 

of fellowship as it relates to both 

Christians and churches. 

ÅWe need fellowship with God if we are 

to draw closer to Him.  

ÅFellowship is based on understanding 

and following His standard. 



PREVIOUSLY

ÅWhen individuals or churches are 

teaching, practicing or tolerating error 

fellowship is in danger. 

ÅHow can we reach a point where we 

are no longer in fellowship with God?

ÅThe answer is COMPROMISE.

ÅToday we want to address the danger 

of compromise. 



WHAT IS COMPROMISE?

1. A settlement of differences by mutual 

concession; an agreement reached 

by adjustment of conflicting or 

opposing claims, principles, etc., by 

reciprocal modification of demands.

2. The result of such a settlement.
(compromise www.dictionary.com 2/9/2023)

In essence, compromise is the blending 

of wills  for the sake of peace. 

http://www.dictionary.com/


WHAT IS COMPROMISE?

The word can be a noun or verb.  

Another definition: To expose or make 

vulnerable to danger  é OR to make a 

dishonorable or shameful concession 

(e.g. He compromised his integrity)



WHAT IS COMPROMISE?

As Christians and as His church we can 

be guilty of diminishing truth. 

> To whatever degree we do so, we are 

compromising ïwhether teaching, 

practice or tolerance of error, 

INCULDING a refusal to address it in any 

of these forms.



WHAT IS COMPROMISE?

The challenge of this subject:

There are times when we need to 

compromise.

We know more compromise in some 

social circumstances (politics, business, 

societal issues, neighbors, etc.) is 

desperately needed. 



WHAT IS COMPROMISE?

When Christians need to compromise

There are matters of doctrinal 

indifference (liberties, personalities, etc.) 

where we need to compromise.

1 Corinthians 9:19 -23, Acts 15:19 -

20, 28 -29, Romans 14:19, etc. 

But where do we draw the line?  That is 

the challenge (for another time).



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

A level of peace is achieved

ÅThis is a good thing when you are 

speaking of good compromise

Romans 14:19, Matthew 5:9, 

1 Cor. 14:33, Ephesians 4:3

ÅBut what about when the compromise 

comes at the expense of truth? 

Cf. James 4:4, Ephesians 5:11



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

Commandment #1

ÅñYou shall have no other gods before 

Meò  Exodus 20:3

ÅñBefore Meò means ñin the presence ofò

ÅConsider also Matthew 22:37

ÅCompromise is essentially yielding to 

something other than God. 

Cf. Joshua 24:15



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

We become double-minded

ÅTo be uncertain about the truth of 

something.  Lit. ñtwo-souledò (Bullinger) 

James 1:8, 4:8

ÅIt is trying to serve 2 masters ïMatthew 

6:24, Romans 6:16 -18, Galatians 

1:10

ÅTypically, the double-minded person is 

conflicted ïconfused, miserable, etc. 



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

We become double-minded

ÅThis often leads to being ñpushed 

aroundò or ñtossed to and fromò 

Ephesians 4:14 -15 

ÅThe strong willed often know how to 

exploit the weak and vulnerable. 

ÅSatan will exploit this ï1 Peter 5:8 -9



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

We become double-minded

ÅIt is also a matter of the heart -

Matthew 5:8

ÅTwo ways to compromise purity:

- Corrupt something

- Dilute it

BOTH are equally damaging



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

Truth IS affected

ÅWe fail to defend truth, either partially 

or fully. 

ÅIt is often pushed aside, buried or 

watered down. 

ÅThe compromiser is often not 

forthcoming (conveniently leave out that 

which harms their beliefs) 



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

Truth IS affected

ÅñBlendedò with error

- Hence, diluted

ÅIt is rare to find a false doctrine that does 

not have some degree of truth.  

- Satan quoted scripture ïMatthew 4:5 -

7 , but it was manipulated

- The ñtraditionsò of the Pharisees started 

with commands from LOM ïMatthew 

15:1 -6



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

Truth IS affected

ÅUnderstand, when we fail to FULLY 

defend the truth, we are NOT defending 

the truth



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

Truth IS affected

ÅUnderstand, when we fail to FULLY defend the 

truth, we are NOT defending the truth.

1 Samuel 15:22 -23, ñHas the Lord as great 

delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in 

obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey 

is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat 

of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatryé

King Saul did MOST of what the LORD 

commanded



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

Truth IS affected

ÅCompromising truth is like a cancer 

ð2 Timothy 2:15 -18

- Gangrene

ÅJeremiah 6:14 -15, They have also healed 

the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, óPeace, 

peace!ô When there is no peace. Were they 

ashamed when they had committed 

abomination? No! They were not at all 

ashamed; Nor did they know how to blushé



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

We lose our militancy

ÅAs noted, there is something to be said 

about peace ðRomans 14:19, 

12:18, Hebrews 12:14, Matthew 

5:9 

ÅBUT we cannot blend the pursuit of 

peace with compromising truth



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

We lose our militancy

ÅWe need to be ñmilitantò in proclaiming and 

defending truth 

ÅWe are at war with the devil and evil

ðEphesians 6:10 -18

- 1 Timothy 6:12

- Jude 3

- 2 Corinthians 10:3 -5 (Hebrews 

4:12) 

- 2 Timothy 2:3 -4



WHEN WE COMPROMISE

We lose our militancy

ÅOur society calls for us to lay down our 

arms and compromise, in the name of 

tolerance (their definition).

We are not supposed to offend anyone 

with anything.

THIS disposition has infiltrated many 

Christians and churches.  They are 

silent on doctrinal matters that ñoffendò


