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PREVIOUSLY

AWe have been examining the subject
of fellowship as it relates to botfr
Christians and churches.

AL ast week we addressed some of the
dangers of compromise.

AToday, | want to examine Israel as an
example of compromise



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

AThe history of Israel was one of
continued compromise. Much of it
related to idolatry and allilances with
surrounding nations.

AConsider the warnings i at Mt. Sinai
- Exodus 34:12 -16
- Exodus 23:32 -33



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

A In the wilderness i Balak and Balaam

ANumbers 22 -25 Balak tries to hire
Balaam to curse God. It fails, however,
Bal aam finds a owor k a
Numbers 25:1 -3 0 Israel commits harlotry
with the Midanites and Moabites,
sacrificing to their gods, etc.
The Lord Is angered and 24,000 fall that
day.
Numbers 31:16 0o Balaam later killed for
his complicity.




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
ADuring the time of the judges

A After inheriting the land, Israel
failed to drive out the idolatrous
iInhabitants
Joshua 24:15,19 -20 o warned
from the very beginning, but
Joshua knew their disposition. The
people promised to be faithful to the
L ORD, but e



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
ADuring the time of the judges
A Judges 1:27 -36 @ they did not finish
the job.

Judges 2:1 -4 o the angel of the LORD
rebuked them and said they would fall

because they had not obeyed the
LORD.

AJdudges 2:10 danot her gener




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
ADuring the time of the judges

A Their failure and compro

mise leads to

a cycle of apostasy. Judges 2:11 -23

1) Compromise with ido
2) An oppressor sent
3) They would repent

S

4) A deliverer (judge) would deliver

them

5) Rest for a short period
The process would repeat itself



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ADuring the time of the judges

A Why did this happen? Judges 2:11 -23

1) They did not expel the ungodly from
their midst

2) They were overconfident o thinking
they could control their enemies and not
be affected o Judges 1:28 (cf. Proverbs
6:27 )

3) They did not ground the next
generation 0 Judges 2:10 (cf.
Deuteronomy 6:4 -9) >>>>




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
ADuring the time of the judges

A Why did this happen? Judges 2:11 -23
4) In TIME they would tolerate and
then adapt to the ways of the ungodly
iInhabitants amongthem obui | d o©
pl aces oJudges B:5 -6
5) Everyone did what was right in his
own eyes 0 Judges 21:25



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

Alsrael asks for a king

A The period of the judges comes to an end.
People saw corruption in the priesthood
(leadership) o another issue within itself.

AThe people demand a king 8 1 Samuel 8:5,
19-20
They wanted to be ol 1k

A A desire to be like the world & coveting the
ways (and success?) of the world.

AThey are given kings which facilitate their
downfall



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ASolomon

A After righteous David is king, his son
Solomon reigns in his place.
Solomon is blessed by YHWH, builds
the temple and continues to be blessed
owi t h o0 evelrkmngsBil n-455

A 9:3-7 The Lord appears to him again
and promises to establish him IF he
remains faithful! He is faithful for
awhile.




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ASolomon

A1 Kings 11:1 -6, records his spiritual
downfall. He marries and loves many
women (700 wives, 300 concubines). They
bring their idols with them and Solomon
begins to worship their idols (  cf. Exodus
34:13 -16, Deuteronomy 7:3 )

ASolomon will lose much of the kingdom!
NOTE: This just one reason why it matters
who we marry ( cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14,
Matthew 19:8 -9)




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
AJeroboam

A1 Kings 12, after Solomon dies,
Jeroboam comes to his son Rehoboam
for the rest of Israel. Pleads for
compassion and iIs denied.

AThe nation divides into 2 nations 3
Israel and Judah. This was the will of
God.



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
AJeroboam

A 1 Kings 12:25ff, but Jeroboam is
fearful of his people going to Jerusalem
to worship YHWH, so he creates a
substitute religion (a compromise)
complete with priest, feast days, and
idols In Bethel and Dan.
He woul d tell the pe.
t oo f dKiggél228 )




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

AJeroboam

A 1 Kings 12:25ff, some of the aspects of his
religion:
1) He did not trust the LORD
2) He replaced true worship with idols (flashy,
worldly, popular)
3) He made their religion more convenient
4) He changed whatever he wanted to change
5) He made it similar to be appealing
6) 1 Kings 12:33 0 he devised these in his own
heart 01t was owill worshipo




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
Aleroboam

A1 Kings 12:25ff, Jer oboamé.
golden calves would be the
continued downfall of the kings of
northern Israel
19 kings over ~200 years - ALL
described as evil, and followers of
his golden calves ( e.g. 1 Kings 16:2,
26, 22:51 -2, etc. )




ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ADi vi ded | srael 6s ¢
history

A Kings continually compromised
with idolatry and trusting in foreign
nations rather than God.

AWhen northern Israel fell to Assyria,
we read of WHY God gave them over
to captivity 0 2 Kings 17:5 -23



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE
What about spiritual Israel?

A Israel has always been the people of
God. Even under the LOM.

A The Old Law was nailed to the cross &
Colossians 2:14, Hebrews 8:7 -13

A The Bible describes us as spiritual
Israel Galatians 6:15 -16, 3:7
Romans 2:28 -29, 1 Peter 2:5,9 -10,
etc.



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

What about spiritual Israel?
AAre we guilty of compromise?

A Are we ungrateful for the blessings of
God?
- This was the continued attitude of

Israel, even in the wilderness d
Niimherg 14:22

- Do we appreciate our blessings?
Romans 15:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:18

Alngratitude often leads to compromise




