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PREVIOUSLY

ÅWe have been examining the subject 

of fellowship as it relates to both 

Christians and churches. 

ÅLast week we addressed some of the 

dangers of compromise.

ÅToday, I want to examine Israel as an 

example of compromise



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅThe history of Israel was one of 

continued compromise.  Much of it 

related to idolatry and alliances with 

surrounding nations.  

ÅConsider the warnings ïat Mt. Sinai

- Exodus 34:12 -16

- Exodus 23:32 -33



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅIn the wilderness ïBalak and Balaam

ÅNumbers 22 -25  Balak tries to hire 

Balaam to curse God.  It fails, however, 

Balaam finds a òwork aroundó.   

Numbers 25:1 -3 ðIsrael commits harlotry 

with the Midanites and Moabites, 

sacrificing to their gods, etc. 

The Lord is angered and 24,000 fall that 

day.

Numbers 31:16 ðBalaam later killed for 

his complicity.



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅDuring the time of the judges

ÅAfter inheriting the land, Israel 

failed to drive out the idolatrous 

inhabitants

Joshua 24:15, 19 -20 ðwarned 

from the very beginning, but 

Joshua knew their disposition.  The 

people promised to be faithful to the 

LORD, buté 



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅDuring the time of the judges

ÅJudges 1:27 -36 ðthey did not finish 

the job.

Judges 2:1 -4 ðthe angel of the LORD 

rebuked them and said they would fail 

because they had not obeyed the 

LORD.

ÅJudges 2:10 ðanother generationé



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅDuring the time of the judges

ÅTheir failure and compromise leads to 

a cycle of apostasy: Judges 2:11 -23

1) Compromise with idols

2) An oppressor sent 

3) They would repent 

4) A deliverer (judge) would deliver 

them

5) Rest for a short period 

The process would repeat itself



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅDuring the time of the judges

ÅWhy did this happen? Judges 2:11 -23

1) They did not expel  the ungodly from 

their midst

2) They were overconfident ðthinking 

they could control their enemies and not 

be affected ðJudges 1:28 (cf. Proverbs 

6:27 )

3) They did not ground the next 

generation ðJudges 2:10 (cf. 

Deuteronomy 6:4 -9 )  >>>>



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅDuring the time of the judges

ÅWhy did this happen? Judges 2:11 -23

4) In TIME they would tolerate and 

then adapt to the ways of the ungodly 

inhabitants among them ðbuild òhigh 

placesó, etc.  Judges 3:5 -6

5) Everyone did what was right in his 

own eyes ðJudges 21:25



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅIsrael asks for a king

ÅThe period of the judges comes to an end. 

People saw corruption in the priesthood 

(leadership) ðanother issue within itself.

ÅThe people demand a king ð1 Samuel 8:5, 

19 -20

They wanted to be òlike all the nationó

ÅA desire to be like the world ðcoveting the 

ways (and success?) of the world.

ÅThey are given kings which facilitate their 

downfall



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅSolomon

ÅAfter righteous David is king, his son 

Solomon reigns in his place.

Solomon is blessed by YHWH, builds 

the temple and continues to be blessed 

ðwith òeverythingó 1 Kings 3:1 -15 

Å9:3 -7 The Lord appears to him again 

and promises to establish him IF he 

remains faithful! He is faithful for 

awhile.



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅSolomon

Å1 Kings 11:1 -6,  records his spiritual 

downfall.  He marries and loves many 

women (700 wives, 300 concubines).  They 

bring their idols with them and Solomon 

begins to worship their idols ( cf. Exodus 

34:13 -16, Deuteronomy 7:3 )

ÅSolomon will lose much of the kingdom!

NOTE: This just one reason why it matters 

who we marry ( cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14, 

Matthew 19:8 -9 )



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅJeroboam

Å1 Kings 12,  after Solomon dies, 

Jeroboam comes to his son Rehoboam 

for the rest of Israel.   Pleads for 

compassion and is denied.

ÅThe nation divides into 2 nations ð

Israel and Judah.  This was the will of 

God. 



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅJeroboam

Å1 Kings 12:25ff,  but Jeroboam is 

fearful of his people going to Jerusalem 

to worship YHWH, so he creates a 

substitute religion (a compromise) 

complete with priest, feast days, and 

idols in Bethel and Dan.  

He would tell the people, òJerusalem is 

too faréó (1 Kings 12:28 )



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅJeroboam

Å1 Kings 12:25ff,  some of the aspects of his 

religion:

1) He did not trust the LORD

2) He replaced true worship with idols (flashy, 

worldly, popular)

3) He made their religion more convenient

4) He changed whatever he wanted to change

5) He made it similar to be appealing

6) 1 Kings 12:33 ðhe devised these in his own 

heart ðit was òwill worshipó



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅJeroboam

Å1 Kings 12:25ff,  Jeroboamõs 

golden calves would be the 

continued downfall of the kings of 

northern Israel 

19 kings over ~200 years - ALL 

described as evil, and followers of 

his golden calves ( e.g. 1 Kings 16:2, 

26, 22:51 -2, etc. )



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

ÅDivided Israelôs continued rebellious 

history

ÅKings continually compromised 

with idolatry and trusting in foreign 

nations rather than God.  

ÅWhen northern Israel fell to Assyria, 

we read of WHY God gave them over 

to captivity ð2 Kings 17:5 -23



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

What about spiritual Israel?

ÅIsrael has always been the people of 

God.  Even under the LOM.  

ÅThe Old Law was nailed to the cross ð

Colossians 2:14, Hebrews 8:7 -13

ÅThe Bible describes us as spiritual 

Israel  Galatians 6:15 -16, 3:7

Romans 2:28 -29, 1 Peter 2:5, 9 -10, 

etc.



ISRAEL AND COMPROMISE

What about spiritual Israel?

ÅAre we guilty of compromise? 

ÅAre we ungrateful for the blessings of 

God?

- This was the continued attitude of 

Israel, even in the wilderness ð

Numbers 14:22

- Do we appreciate our blessings? 

Romans 15:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:18

ÅIngratitude often leads to compromise


