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PREVIOUSLY

ÅToday, we resume our 2022-23 theme, 

ñCloser to Godò.

ÅWe have been addressing the subject of 

fellowship and compromise, both as 

individuals and churches:

- What is fellowship?

- It must ALWAYS begin with God (1 John 

1:3 -7 )

- Fellowship with one another (both 

individually and congregationally) ought to be 

based on fellowship with God first



PREVIOUSLY

ÅGodôs word determines the standard upon 

which fellowship exists

ÅWe have also addressed the subject of 

compromise, when we should and should not 

compromise (NEVER with error - Whether in 

practice, teaching or tolerance).  We have 

seen the dangers of compromise by 

examining Israelôs history.  And we have 

examined the dangers of compromise.

ÅToday, we examine some specific doctrines 

that we ought to be concerned about.



GOSPEL/DOCTRINE DISTINCTION

ÅA movement that began several decades ago, 

among brethren that stated there is a difference 

between the gospel and doctrine.  

- The gospel consists of the message of Jesus 

ïHis life, death, resurrection and purpose, 

and possibly a set of core beliefs related to 

salvation.

- Doctrine (which simply means teaching) was 

the product of churches that came later

ÅThe premise was, ONLY the gospel is binding.  

Doctrine is subjective and thus we can differ 

and still be in fellowship.



GOSPEL/DOCTRINE DISTINCTION

ÅAnswering this ñdistinctionò

ÅNOTE: It IS a doctrine 

ÅFIRST, In the NT, ñgospelò and ñdoctrineò 

(teaching) complement each other, much 

like grace, faith and works. 

NEVER do you find them in conflict!

ÅOften, the words gospel and doctrine (as 

well as faith and truth) have reference to 

the whole system of the Christian life.  This 

is emphasized in context.



GOSPEL/DOCTRINE DISTINCTION

ÅAnswering this ñdistinctionò

ÅConsider:

Colossians 1:23, éif indeed you 

continue in the faith, grounded and 

steadfast, and are not moved away 

from the hope of the gospel which you 

heard,é



GOSPEL/DOCTRINE DISTINCTION

ÅAnswering this ñdistinctionò

ÅConsider:

1 Timothy 1:9 -11, knowing this: that the 

law is not made for a righteous person, but 

for the lawless and insubordinate, for the 

ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and 

profane, é and if there is any other thing 

that is contrary to sound doctrine, according 

to the glorious gospel of the blessed God 

which was committed to my trust.



GOSPEL/DOCTRINE DISTINCTION

ÅAnswering this ñdistinctionò

ÅConsider:

Galatians 2:5, 14, the truth of the gospel. 

Peter is rebuked, not for rejecting Jesus (the 

core facts), but for his hypocrisy against 

Gentiles.  Ending the distinction between Jews 

and Gentiles (Acts 10 )  came AFTER Jesus 

had returned to heaven, AND the church had 

been established ïgoing FIRST only to Jews.  

Jesus alluded to the coming change, but it was 

the apostles, esp. Paul and Peter who taught it 

later.



GOSPEL/DOCTRINE DISTINCTION

ÅAnswering this ñdistinctionò

ÅConsider what we are called upon to obey:

2 Thessalonians 1:8 - obey the gospel. 

Romans 6:17 ðthat form of doctrine (re: 

6:3 -4 ïbaptism)

Romans 1:5 ïobedience to the faith

Acts 6:7 ïmany priests were obedient to 

the faith

1 Peter 1:22 ïsouls purified by obeying 

the truth



GOSPEL/DOCTRINE DISTINCTION

ÅThe gospel/doctrine distinction, in 

essence, teaches that you can do 

whatever you want, however your want, 

as long as we agree on a few 

fundamentals (I.e., you have ñobeyed 

the gospelò).

ÅHOW FAR are we willing to take this?  

Time has demonstrated the digression 

of this doctrine.



REINTERPRETING 2 JOHN 9 -11

Å2 John 9 -11

ÅRelated to the previous point, this 

ñdoctrineò teaches that the only point of 

required agreement is the doctrine 

ABOUT Christ, primarily His nature.  All 

other ñdoctrineò is subject to difference 

without consequence, and thus it does 

not affect fellowship.



REINTERPRETING 2 JOHN 9 -11

Å2 John 9 -11

ÅConsider the text and context.

Abide ïto dwell with.  If only about the 

nature of Jesus, how does this influence 

our conduct? It is nothing more than a 

belief! 

Believing Jesus lived does nothing to 

change us, unless there are teachings 

associated with it!



REINTERPRETING 2 JOHN 9 -11

Å2 John 9 -11

ÅConsider the text and context.

Doctrine  ïa word that simply means 

teachings.  

Consider Matthew 7:28 , first NT usage. What 

was Jesus talking about in the ñSermon on the 

mountò? Himself? 

John 16:12 -15, 14:26 ïthe HS would guide 

His apostles into all truth, remind them of His 

teachings.  Cf. 1 Corinthians 14:37 ïthe 

ñteachings of the Lordò INCLUDE the apostles' 

teachings!



REINTERPRETING 2 JOHN 9 -11

Å2 John 9 -11

ÅConsider the text and context.

Of Christ  ïthe word ñofò can mean, 

about or ñbelonging toò.  ñBelonging toò is 

the typical meaning, cf. Ephesians 

2:13 , blood of Christ. 

The word can CLEARLY mean ñthe 

teachings that come from Christò



REINTERPRETING 2 JOHN 9 -11

Å2 John 9 -11

ÅConsider the text and context.

2 John 1 -2 ïbecause of the truth 

which abides in you  

2 John 4 he rejoiced that they were 

walking in truth

2 John 5 -6 ïwe walk ñaccording to His 

commandmentsò.  

See John 15:10, 8:31



REINTERPRETING 2 JOHN 9 -11

Å2 John 9 -11

ÅñBut the text specifically addresses the 

nature of Jesusò

ÅWhile true, often general truths are 

addressed with a specific application, BUT it 

is the principle that makes the application 

Galatians 5:4 ïfallen from grace

James 2:1 -5 ïpartiality by class in the 

assembly

Do these examples ONLY apply to that 

specific application, or is it a principle?


