
Disciples of Christ (6)

Closer to God (48)

Fighting the 

Good Fight!
(Soldiers of Christ Arise!)



Our 2022-2-23 theme – “Closer to God”

• We have been studying being a 

disciple of Christ

A disciple is a learner/follower

“Discipleship” sometimes used to   

describe the development of a 

  Christian (disciple)

   Sometimes, the process of trying 

 to bring others to Christ. 

Review



Our 2022-2-23 theme – “Closer to God”

• Last week, we began discussing 

various aspects of 1st century life 

that are used to help us understand 

our walk with Jesus.

• Last week, we compared the 

Christian as an “athlete” 

• Today, the Christian as a soldier 

of Christ

Review



• During the 1st century, the Roman 
empire and army were at its peak

• Soldiers (legionnaires) were a 
substantial percentage of the empire.

• In the regions of Syria & Judea, there 
were 3-4 legions of Roman soldiers 
(Josephus/Tacitus).

•  Throughout the empire, seeing 
soldiers, often in full dress, was 

  common

• Paul used this to emphasize our 
 spiritual warfare

Soldiers in the Romans Empire



We are living in enemy territory

• 1 Peter 2:11 – sojourners and 

pilgrims

- Philippians 3:20 – our 

citizenship is in heaven

• As Christians, we MUST realize this 

is “hostile territory”

We are at war! 



We have an enemy

• 1 Peter 5:8 – adversary, the devil

- John 12:31 – he is the ruler of 

this world

- 1 John 5:19 – the world lies 

under his sway

• The evil forces at work in this 

world, follow him.  

Cf. John 8:44, 1 John 3:8

We are at war! 



The nature of our warfare

• Ephesians 6:10-13 – not flesh and 
blood…
- 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 – a battle for 
the mind and soul
- Romans 13:14 – … make no 
provisions for the flesh…

• We work to overcome sin & temptation 
and win others
1 Peter 5:9, Mark 16:15-16, 
James 5:19-20, Jude 22-23

We are at war! 



Requires training

• Training was integral in Rome’s army 
dominance and preparedness 

• 2 Timothy 2:15 – “give 
diligence…”
1 John 4:1 – test the spirits
Hebrews 5:12-14 - maturity

• Lack of preparation keeps many 
from trying – 2 Peter 3:18 
 (cf. Ephesians 4:11-16)

Preparing for battle



Ephesians 6:10-18

Preparing for battle



• To engage in battle, we need to put 
on the full armor of God

• People in the empire would have 
been familiar with soldiers, often in 
full uniform and armed.

• Paul used parts of their uniform to 
describe our “spiritual armor” – 
qualities we need! 



A belt

Held everything needed 

to protect their mid-

section

Waist girded with truth

TRUTH holds us together – 
Ephesians 1:13, John 17:17, 

1 Peter 1:13



Breastplate of Righteousness

This armor protects 

the heart and vital 

organs

Righteousness is right living
Matthew 5:6, Romans 6:13, 

Philippians 1:9-11
This “disarms” the enemy – 

Matthew 5:16, 1 Peter 2:11-16



Feet shod with Gospel of Peace

Shoes, sometimes 

underemphasized 

– but vital to 

survival 
We preach a gospel of peace!

 
With God, one another, our neighbors & 
ourselves – cf. Philippians 4:6-7
Are we taking the message to others?  
2 Corinthians 5:11, Matthew 28:19-20



Shield of Faith

A rectangular shield 

4ft x 2½ ft

Mobile to protect from 

an assault by enemies 

Faith is our foundation
Hebrews 11:6, 2 Peter 1:5ff
Keeps us going under trials – 
  1 John 5:4  
We direct our shield wherever it is 
needed!



Hope, the helmet of our salvation

WHY do we do what 

we do?

We have hope for 

something better! 

   Hebrews 6:19, 
2 Timothy 4:7-8 
1 Timothy 6:12
1 Thessalonians 5:8



The Sword of the Spirit

This is our only 

“offensive” weapon

The word of God! 

Hebrews 4:12



• NOTE: We are to put on the ‘WHOLE’ 

armor of God.

EVERY piece is important

cf. Galatians 5:22-23

• We cannot pick and choose what 

qualities we want to develop! 



• Praying always -  Vs. 18

• Do NOT forget prayer.

We need God as we fight our 

battles. 



• Be reminded, this is a spiritual 

battle – for the mind and souls

• This is our priority – 2 Timothy 

2:4 – we are “enlisted” in His army

• Disciples put Him first – Luke 9:23-

24, 14:26-28, 33; 9:62, etc. 

Fighting the good fight



We have a commander!

• Jesus is our leader & Lord
- He has fought the battle and won!

• 2 Timothy 2:3-4 – do we seek to 
please Him? 
Hebrews 2:10 – the “captain of our 
salvation”
Matthew 8:8-9 – a centurion comes 
to Jesus…

• Will we follow His instructions? 
 Luke 6:46, Matthew 16:24

Fighting the good fight



We are called to “fight”

• This is not just a defensive battle.  We are 
to engage the enemy! 

• 1 Timothy 6:12 – fight the good fight of 
faith.  Fight to win! 

• Ephesians 6:12 – we wrestle against evil 
forces

• 1 Peter 5:9 – we resist the devil 
steadfast in the faith

•  2 Timothy 2:3 – we endure hardships.  
Galatians 6:9, Hebrews 10:36-39

Fighting the good fight



Disciples of Christ (6)

Closer to God (48)

We belong to Him!  

Will we fight for 

Him?

Romans 8:37



Disciples of Christ (6)

Closer to God (48)

Are you 

faithfully serving 

in His army?



Let us pray! 
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