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Rome and Pottery

.Throughout the Roman Empire (and
- most of man’s history), pottery has
 been very prevalent.

Sometimes, it was daily usage by all,
and at times more elaborate pieces for
th althy and special occasions.

The art of making pottery
. has been around for many
__millennia




Az The Bible and the Potter

Jeremiah 18:1-11, Jeremiah is told to
' go to the potter’s house and observe. He
sees a marred vessel, but the potter

begins again and reshapes the clay into a
proper vessel.

, Jeremiah’s point is that God
@ is the potter, Judah was
' , ' th e 173 Clay” : G 0 d cou l d d 0
& = with her as He wishes and
mieshape her IF she repented.




" The Bible and the Potter

Isaiah 29:15-16, Isaiah challenges
- leaders seeking council in the dark

(not YHWH). He challenges them,
“Shall the potter be esteemed as the
clay?...”

Romans 9:20-21 - likely
taken from Isaiah 29.
. We ought to be careful
B, Pefore questioning God.




God is the potter

Isaiah 64:8, “But now, O LORD, You
- are our Father. We are the clay, and
You are our potter; And all we are the
work of Your hand.”

Genesis 2:7 - He formed
man from the dust of the
ground.

2 Corinthians 4:7 -
in earthen vessels




God is the potter
He is sovereign!

Ultlmate authority!
He answers to no one!
He determines right and wrong.

He is omnipotent
wrbs 19:21, “There are many
o plansinaman’s heart,

. Nevertheless the Lord’s
am.counsel - that will stand”




God is the potter
He is sovereign!
- While He is sovereign, He does NOT
remove our free will. '




God is the potter
What do we know about Him?

He knows us - Psalm 139:1-4,
Hebrews 4:13

 He cares about us - Luke 12:6-7,
1 Peter 5:7

He knows what is best —
M Deuteronomy 10:12-13
& Matthew 6:33 '




: God is the potter
What do we know about Him?

"« He has a plan for us!
~  Romans 8:28

~+ Ephesians 1:4 He chose us before
the foundation of the world...

2 Timothy 2:20-21 - He wants us
| to be vessels of honor

Ephesians 2:10 - we
are His workmanship...
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| am the clay!

"I need to acknowledge that He is
the “potter”

- Trust Him Isaiah 55:8-9

He knows what is best -
cf. Hebrews 12:5-11 - chastening




| am the clay!

o acknowledge that He created m
with free will!
| have a choice!
Cf. Joshua 24:15
Every passage that calls for
obedience implies this!
John 7:17

| need to willingly
yield to Him




| am the clay!

| need to let Him shape me!
| am the clay - Romans 12:1-2

« | need faith - Hebrews 11:6
Proverbs 3:5-6

* | need humility - 1 Peter 5:6, James
4:10, Romans 12:3

| need meekness - Matthew
5:5, James 1:21

| need to submit to Him -
1 Peter 1:13-15




Romans 12:1-2

Present your bodies as a livi
- sacrifice - the process starts
- with surrender!

1 Corinthians 6:19-20,
2 Corinthians 5:14-15
cf. Luke 9:23 - deny self...




" | am the clay!

HOW am | molded? %
Romans 12:1-2 = =&
* ¢ Do not be conformed - to
. assimilate into, be MOLDED
*  into something.
“Like everyone else”
2 Timothy 2:4 — we please\
our Master
1 Peter 1:14 - not
conforming to former lusts
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| am the clay!

HOW am | molded? ™%
ad Romans 12:1-2 = &
%+ By the renewing of our mind - ¥
- this is HOW He transformsus .
" Commitment - Luke 14:27, 33"
- Something made new or
refreshed, for the better.
We think differently -
2 Corinthians 10:4-5
Colossians 3:9-10,
Ephesians 4:23




| am the clay!

HOW am | molded?
Romans 12:1-2

By His teachings (word) - . A
~ We need His word to guide our
. change! B

~ Abiding in His word - John "

8:31-32 . /

James 1:21-25 - be doers... %

Psalm 119:9, “How can a 1

young man cleanse his way? By

~ taking heed according to Your

& word.”

* cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:13




| am the clay!
It is a process

developed into what God want's_)
. us to be!

Real and lasting change does ne‘t\ j
take place overnight! |
1 Peter 2:2, Galatians 6:9,
% Philippians 3:12-14 - we

B cannot grow weary!



2 Timothy 2:20-21, 1n a house
there are vessels of honor and
dishonor!

We must strive to be a “vessel of
honor, sanctified and useful for the
Master, prepared for every good
work.”



._-Are\o letting God shape
you into what He
wants you to be?
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