
Closer to God 2023

Challenges:
Materialism (1)



In our last lesson:
• We began addressing challenges to drawing 

closer to God.

• We discussed the subject of worldliness.

• Today we want to focus on materialism, a 

major area of worldliness.

• This is part 1 of 2 dealing with this subject.  



What is materialism?
• Webster gives 2 definitions:

1) A theory that physical matter is the 
only or fundamental reality and that all 
being (existence – TT) and processes 
can be explained because of matter

• 2) A preoccupation with or stress 
upon material rather than intellectual 
or spiritual things.



What is materialism?
• Practically speaking, it is the pursuit of 

material things over spiritual matters.

• The attitude that success is measured 

primarily by one’s possessions

• Consider the Rich, young ruler – 

  Matthew 19:21-22



What is materialism?
• We live in an affluent society that often takes 

material things for granted.  

Compared to so many in the world, we truly 

are wealthy

(homes, transportation, recreation, 

amenities, eating habits, vacations, etc.)

• There are systems of religion that promote a 

materialistic attitude!  



The Bible & materialism
• Like worldliness, the word materialism is not 

found in the Bible.  BUT it is seen throughout 
its pages, both by precept and example.

• 1 Timothy 6:9-10 – those who desire to 
be rich…

• Hebrews 13:5 – Let your conduct be 
without covetousness; be content…

• Luke 12:15 – Take heed and beware of 
covetousness



The Bible & materialism
• Covetousness – a strong desire to obtain 

more and more, greediness. 

Often, it involves a desire to have what 

others have , perhaps even that which is 

belongs to them!



The Bible & materialism
• Ecclesiastes 5:10 – He who loves silver 

will not be satisfied with silver…

• Matthew 6:19-21 – Do not lay up for 

yourselves treasure on earth…

• Matthew 6:24 – No one can serve two 

masters…You cannot serve God and 

mammon (wealth – NASB95, money – ESV).



Materialism – Examples
Balaam

•Numbers 22-25 
•He was willing to compromise to gain a 
material reward – 
Jude 11 & 2 Peter 2:15 
•Lesson: Will we allow things to compromise 
our faith? Will we look for “loopholes” to God’s 
commands? 
Ex. Working on Sunday when not necessary



Materialism – Examples
Achan

•Joshua 7
•After taking Jericho with ease, they turn to Ai, a 
small town.  But they are defeated and 36 men 
die.
•Joshua inquires and Achan is found to be the 
cause – Joshua 7:20-21 
•Lesson: Materialism can lead to stealing and 
unethical practices.  Taking measures to cover up 
one’s covetousness.



Materialism – Examples
King Solomon

•1 Kings 11

•Solomon was blessed with abundant wealth 

(1 Kings 10:14-29).

•He had 1000 wives and concubines.  They 

turned his heart away from YHWH who had 

blessed him

•Consider Deuteronomy 17:16-17



Materialism – Examples
King Solomon

•Lesson: Prosperity can cause us to forget 

God (Proverbs 30:8-9)

It can also lead to compromise to justify or 

secure one’s material pursuits.

Ex. The prosperity gospel has caused many to 

either abandon God or compromise their faith



Materialism – Examples
King Ahab

•1 Kings 21
•He desired Naboth’s vineyard, desiring that he 
compromise his principles to get it.
When Naboth would not consent, Ahab pouted.  But his 
wife, Jezebel, conspired to get the vineyard for Ahab by 
having Naboth falsely accused and stoned to death. 
•Ahab was condemned by the LORD.  The mode of 
Jezebel’s death was declared – 1 Kings 21:23-25.
•He does humble himself but there are consequences.



Materialism – Examples
King Ahab

•Lesson: How far will we go to obtain what we 

want materially?

What is our attitude when we don’t get the 

“stuff” we want? 



Materialism – Examples
Gehazi

•2 Kings 5 – the healing of the leprosy of Naaman.  
After being cleansed he offered Elisha money, but he 
refused.
•Gehazi, his servant, pursued Naaman and asked for 
silver and clothing. (2 Kings 5:20ff).  As a result, 
when he returned, he became a leper.



Materialism – Examples
Gehazi

•Lesson: Materialism is a product of the heart 

(Mark 7:21-23)

Gehazi thought he would not get caught!  Do we 

live “double lives”? 

Do we act one way around brethren and differently 

at other times? 

Ex. Lottery tickets (no one is watching).  What 

measures will we take for “easy money”? 



Materialism – Examples
Ananias and Saphira

•Acts 5 – following the selfless example of 

Barnabas and others, they sold land.  BUT they 

conspired to only give a portion of it to the 

apostles and those with need.  They LIED 

about it. 

•Both, we struck dead on the spot for lying to 

God.



Materialism – Examples
Ananias and Saphira

•Lesson: Are we honest with our financial 

dealings?  Are we an “open book” (though not 

parading what we have)?  Do we do charitable 

deeds to be seen by others? 



Materialism – Examples
Judas Iscariot

•Matthew 26:14-15 – he agreed to betray 

Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.  He was 

described as treasurer and a thief (John 

12:4-6).  While he regretted it, he hanged 

himself.

•Lesson: What lengths will we go to, to gain 

more?  Will we “sell our soul”? 



Materialism – Examples
Parable of the rich fool

•Luke 12:16-21 – after warning about 

covetousness (15), Jesus gave this parable.

•Lesson: “So is he who lays up treasure for 

himself, and is not rich toward God.” (21)



In our next lesson, we will 
consider the dangers of 

materialism and some steps we 
can take to avoid it! 



Will you choose God over 
“stuff”? 



Let us pray!
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