Closer to God 2023

Challenges:
aterialism (2)
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In our last lesson:

|+ We began our discussion of materialism by

defining the term, noting a few key passages,
and several Biblical examples including some
lessons to learn from them.

* Today, we want to focus on:
1) Some dangers of materialism
2) How to address materialism as we seek to

draw closer to God.




Dangers of materialism

|* Understand that money is a major topic |
| of scripture. There are more than 2300
verses related to the subject of money
(directly, possessions, effects, etc.)
» God knew from the outset that
materialism would be a concern.
_|* To Israel, note the warning of Moses —
¢¢ Deuteronomy 8:7-20
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Dangers of materialism

|+ No one is exempt from the temptation

|* Money is “morally neutral”. It is not

| about how much you have, but your
attitude and what you do with It!

* The Bible gives plenty of examples of
wealth and poverty, both godly and
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Dangers of materialism

~|* Concerning the wealthy:

~|* Some of the strongest warnings —

' 1 Timothy 6:17-19, Matthew 19:23-26

» With wealth one might be less
dependent on God — Proverbs 30:7-9,
Hosea 13:6, cf. Mark 4:19 —

deceltfulness of riches choke out the
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Dangers of materialism

» Concerning the wealthy:
» Tendency toward greed, selfishness,

discontent — Proverb 30:15,
Ecclesiastes 5:10, etc.

* God WILL hold you responsible
cf. Luke 12:48 — to whom much IS

given...

-_A

. e ——




- Dangers of materialism #%
- |» Concerning the wealthy:
" |* Understand, that wealth CAN be a blessing|
— we can help the needy, sustain a
congregation & evangelism, care better for
ourselves, make our economy better
(typically, 1t Is wealth that provides jobs,

funds Infrastructure, etc.)
BUT If we become materialistic it may
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Dangers of materialism

» Concerning the poor:
* First, understand there i1s NO virtue In
poverty!
IF one can honorably obtain wealth, It IS
noble to do so, because of the
blessings of wealth.




Dangers of materialism %
 Being poor can be a blessing
* The poor are more likely to trust in God

(less materially at stake)

* They often are more content and a

greater appreciation for things
“|* More likely to be humble




Dangers of materialism

o Being poor can be a blessing
~|* James 2:5 — God has chosen the
poor...

* Proverbs 19:1 — Better Is the poor who

walks In his integrity...

with quietness...

|» Ecclesiastes 4:6 — Better IS a handful
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Dangers of materialism 4

- | BUT the poor can also be materialistic!

~|[* When one Is envious of the wealthy. The |

| only reason some do not have more Is they
cannot afford it (but if they could...)

e Some covet what others have. Some steal
or engage In sinful practices hoping for
more

¢ ° Some REFUSE to work — 2 Thessalonians

:10. The burden others to care for them! "




- Dangers of materialism 4
|+ BUT the poor can also be materialistic! |
~|* Some gamble with what little they have

J) 1

hoping to "win big”, "and then things will

The lottery Is a foolish bet! You are
more likely to be bitten by a shark or
struck by lightening than to win the
lottery (even the 2"¢ place drawing).
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Dangers of materialism
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NOTE: This IS a serious concern

because of the prosperous soclety we
live In! The majority of the world lives
on less than the welfare made available

to the poor in America.

(NOTE: This Is not dismissing the struggles of the

poor —TT).
BUT we need to take heed of this.
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Proverbs 22:7, The rich rules over the

DOOT ...

Debt

Dangers of materialism 4

e Proverbs 22:26-27, Do not be one who

shakes hands in a pledge...

A major concern in our society. In 2nd
qguarter of 2023, credit card debt in U.S.
rose to over 1 TRILLION dollars (1X101%)

Debt contrlbutes to materlallstlc ifestyles! n
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Dangers of materialism %
Anxiety
~|* The acquiring, maintaining and keeping of
wealth can lead to great stress, If not
properly managed!
» Debt and advertising sometimes multiply
this angst.
Ci. Ecclesiastes 5:10-12 — not

satisfied with silver,... the abundance of
the rich will not permit him to sleep.

s \rY 1T, | | -_A

e e
B A —




Dangers of materialism 4%
Character failures

* Pride, boasting, thanklessness, and
even prejudice when one looks down
upon others who are "not like us”.




Dangers of materialism 9%
; Exploiting the poor
|« Some who love money will take
| advantage of the poor.

James 2:5-6, 5:4,
Proverbs 22:16

cf. Matthew 23:14 — they devoured
widow's houses.
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Dangers of materialism %
It can affect families
|* Less time at home and with one

| another.

It may send a message that material
prosperity Is MORE important that
spiritual pursuits. Children watch their

parents!
How families respond toward the needy
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Dangers of materialism %
It can affect the church
- | Revelation 3:15-17 - Laodiceal

Churches may emphasize the externals,
community standing

How will they treat visitors? (cf. James
2:1-13)

How will they address God's truth when it
conflicts with materialistic values?

¢ | Time spent with one another (choosing
Worldly purswts over tlme together)




Addressing materialism

FIRST, understand that having
possessions and being wealthy Is not
wrong!

» God created this world for us to enjoy —
1 Timothy 4:4, James 1:17,
1 Timothy 6:17
. |* This Is about perspective & attitude!
B Understand What money can do to you!




Addressing materialism 4
Be content & thankful
|* Philippians 4:11-12, 1 Timothy

| 6:6-10, Hebrews 13:5

We must learn to make due with what

we have, whether little or much.




~_Addressing materialism

Appreciate real value
e Proverbs 16:16,
Matthew 6:19-21

Cf. Galatians 5:22-23, "...against
such there is no law’




Addressing materialism %

Realize that possessions are
temporary

|* 1 John 2:15-17, 2 Peter 3:10,

Matthew 6:19-21

Cf. Job 1:21-22

» Rarely do things truly satisfy —
i, 1 Timothy 6:17 — “uncertain riches”

.




- Addressing materialism

Realize materialism can jeopardize

your soul
e Cf. Luke 12:16-21

Matthew 6:24 - you CANNOT serve
these two masters




Addressing materialism

Realize that we are stewards of what
we possess!
e Cf. Luke 12:16-21 — the rich fool
forgot God
1 Corinthians 4:2 - faithful steward
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Addressing materialism

Beware of the dangers of debt!
e Proverbs 22:7

Proverbs 6:1-6 — Do not become
surety for your friend... deliver yourself
like a gazelle...




Use what you have for good!

needs

for God!

B your POSSESSIONS.

Addressing materialism 4

|+ 1 Timothy 6:17-19, 1 John 3:17,
| Romans 12:6-8, etc. — help others with

» Support the furtherance of the gospel
» Take care of yourself, so you can do more

i |* Proverbs 3:9-10, Honor the LORD with
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Addressing materialism 9%
WHERE is your treasure?

| Matthew 6:19-21

| NEVER forget priorities!

e Matthew 6:33, seek His kingdom first
and trust Him!
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Dealing with materialism is a
matter of attitude.

Consider
2 Corinthians 10 4-5
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Uill you choose God
over “stuff’”?
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