
Closer to God 2023

Challenges:
Materialism (3)



In our last 2 lessons:
• We defined materialism and noted some 

examples in the Bible.
• Last week, we addressed various dangers of 

the materialistic mindset.
1) Noting no one is exempt!
2) Debt – which can promote materialism
3) Anxiety – worries, etc.
4) Potential to exploit the poor
5) How it can affect families and the church



Addressing materialism
FIRST, understand that having 

possessions and being wealthy is not 
wrong! 

• We need a godly attitude about money
• God created this world for us to enjoy – 

1 Timothy 4:4, James 1:17, 
1 Timothy 6:17 

• There are many Biblical examples of 
wealth

• This is about perspective & attitude! 



Addressing materialism
Be content & thankful

• Philippians 4:11-12

1 Timothy 6:6-10

• Colossians 3:5 – do not covet
Hebrews 13:5 

We must learn to make due with what 

we have, whether little or much.



Addressing materialism
Appreciate real value

• Proverbs 16:16, 
Matthew 6:19-21
Cf. Galatians 5:22-23, “…against such 
there is no law”
Psalm 19:10
1 Peter 1:7 

• There are things FAR more valuable than 
possessions



Addressing materialism
Realize that possessions are 

temporary
• 1 John 2:15-17, 2 Peter 3:10, 

Matthew 6:19-21

Cf. Job 1:21-22

• Rarely do things truly satisfy – 

1 Timothy 6:17 – “uncertain riches”



Addressing materialism
Realize materialism can jeopardize 

your soul
• Cf. Luke 12:16-21

Matthew 6:24 – you CANNOT serve 
these two masters
Matthew 19:21 – the rich, young ruler 
was clearly given a choice!

• We have to make a choice!



Addressing materialism
Realize that we are stewards of what 

we possess! 
• Deuteronomy 10:14, Psalm 24:1, 

50:10-12 – all things belong to God
• 1 Peter 4:10, 1 Corinthians 4:2 – 

faithful steward
• Cf. Luke 12:16-21 – the rich fool 

forgot God



Addressing materialism
Think properly about yourself

• Romans 12:3 – not MORE highly than you 
ought to think

• God does value us – cf. 1 Timothy 1:15, 
Romans 5:6-8

• Psalm 139:13-16 – I am wonderfully made. 
Cf. Matthew 6:25-26 (10:29-31, 12:11-
12) 

• When you learn to think properly of 
yourself, you do not need things to prop 
you up!



Addressing materialism
Beware of the dangers of debt! 

• Proverbs 22:7

• Romans 13:8 – owe no one anything 

except to love… (Is debt wrong?)

Proverbs 6:1-6 – Do not become 

surety for your friend… deliver yourself 

like a gazelle…



Addressing materialism
Use what you have for good! 

• 1 Timothy 5:16, Acts 11:27-30 – the 
church is limited

• But we can do so much more - 1 Timothy 
6:17-19

• 1 John 3:17, Romans 12:6-8, 
Matthew 6:1-3, Hebrews 13:16, 

• Proverbs 22:9, 19:17 14:13, etc. 
Cf. Galatians 2:10, 
Acts 10:1-2 – Cornelius



Addressing materialism
Use what you have for good! 

• Support the Lord’s work and the 

furtherance of the gospel 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8, Philippians 

4:15-17, etc. 

• As we are blessed determines what we 

are able to do! 



Addressing materialism
Use what you have for good! 

• Take care of yourself, so you can do 

more for God! Cf. 1 Timothy 5:8

• Save for the future - Proverbs 21:20, 

13:22, 10:4-5, etc. 



Addressing materialism
Use what you have for good! 

• This is the godly perspective – AS you are 
blessed and freely give and share, you 
remind yourself of what is most important! 

• Proverbs 3:9-10, Honor the LORD with 
your possessions, and with the firstfruits of 
all your increase; So your barns will be 
filled with plenty, and your vats will 
overflow with new wine. 



Addressing materialism
WHERE is your treasure?

• Matthew 6:19-21 

NEVER forget priorities! 

• Matthew 6:33, seek His kingdom first 

and trust Him! 



Dealing with materialism is a 
matter of attitude.

Consider:
2 Corinthians 10:4-5

Matthew 16:26



Will you choose God 
over “stuff”? 



Let us pray!
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