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• With this lesson, we begin the 5th period of 

Bible history (5 of 17).

1) Before the flood

2) The flood and its results

3) Scattering the nations

4) The patriarchs

5) The Exodus

   Today – Israel in Egypt (1)

The Exodus - Israel in Egypt



• For ~215 years following Joseph, scripture 

is silent (see Genesis 15:13, Exodus 

12:40, Galatians 3:17)

The timing from the promise to Abraham 

through Joseph was about 215 years

• Exodus 1-12

The Exodus



• Moses is the primary character

- Moses – “To draw out” 

- Born in Egypt during a time of duress.  

Adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, but 

“nursed” by his mother – Jochebed.  Father 

was Amram (Exodus 2:1, 6:20) 

- 2 siblings – Miriam and Aaron

The Exodus



• Moses is the primary character
- Lived 120 years (Deuteronomy 34:7), 
divided into 3 segments (Acts 7:22-23, 
40) 
- One of the most prominent OT 
characters.  Known for delivering Israelites 
from Egyptian bondage and giving Israel 
the Law of YHWH (called the Law of 
Moses).

The Exodus



• Moses is the primary character
- Mentioned by name ~850x in the Bible
- 80x in the New Testament
   - mostly in reference to giving the law
   - 38x in gospels, 19x in Acts, 23x in epistles 
(Romans – Revelation) 
 - Acts 7:20-44 – Stephen tells about his 
faithful life
 - Hebrews 11:23-29 – recounts his faith – 
birth, leaving Egypt, instituting the Passover & 
crossing the Red Sea

The Exodus



• Exodus 1:1-7 – 12 sons of Israel mentioned 
(including Joseph)
 - they went into Egypt with 70 but now they 
were exceedingly mighty

• 1:8-11 – A new king arose in Egypt that did 
not know Joseph.  Viewed the Israelites as a 
threat and thus put them into slavery.  Timing 
of bondage is not mentioned!

• Why oppression necessary? To motivate Israel 
to leave and return to Canaan

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 1:12-22 – in spite of bondage, 

Israelites continue to increase.  Pharaoh 

orders the killing of all born males

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 2:1-10 – Moses is born and found 

by Pharaoh’s daughter in an ark in the 

river. She will adopt him (2:10) and his 

mother will be his nurse.  

This will help her influence and teach him. 

• NOTE: Acts 7:22-23 – Moses learned 

wisdom and was mighty in words and deeds

He would remain there for 40 years (7:23)

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 2:11-14 – he defends an Israelite 

being abused by an Egyptian. 

• 2:15-22 – Moses flees to Midian.  

He meets Reuel (Jethro), priest of Midan, 

and marries his daughter Zipporah.  He 

becomes a shepherd.  He remains there for 

40 years

• 2:23-25 – in time Pharaoh dies

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 3:1ff – Moses at the burning bush

• Now 80 years old (Acts 7:30), tending his 

flocks in Horeb (cf. Exodus 17:6, 33:6, 

Deut. 1:6, 5:2; 1 Kings 19:8, etc.) he 

sees the burning bush that is not 

consumed.  The Angel of the LORD speaks 

to him telling him to go to Egypt to deliver 

his people.  

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 3:1ff – Moses at the burning bush

• 3:2 – the place is “holy ground”

• 3:6-10 – “I am the God of your father 

Abraham…”

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 3:11ff – Moses questions YHWH and 
tries to get out of the task. Excuses

• 3:11 – “Who am I to go?”  Answer, “I will be 
with you”.  NOTE: Moses is different than 40 
years earlier

• 3:13-14 – “Who shall I say is God?”  “I AM” – 
cf. John 8:58-59

• 3:15-22 – Moses is given further instructions.  
Tell the leader of Israel.  Go to Pharaoh, but 
he will refuse (at first)

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 3:11ff – Moses questions YHWH and 
tries to get out of the task. Excuses

• 4:1-10 – What if they don’t believe me?”  
Answer: What is that in your hand?  Signs!

• 4:11-12 – “I am not an eloquent man”  
Answer “I will be with your mouth and teach 
you”

• 4:13-17 – “Send someone else”.  The anger 
of the LORD is aroused.  Aaron would be there 
with him.  

Israel in Egypt 



• Exodus 4:18-23 – Moses tells Jethro and 

goes to Egypt with his wife and children.

• 4:24-26 – on the way, Zipporah 

circumcises her son.

• 4:27-31 – Moses meets Aaron.  They 

gather the elders and show signs.  The 

elders believe and bowed their heads and 

worshipped. 

Israel in Egypt 



• The faith of Moses – Hebrews 11:24-26. 

Whom will you choose to follow? 

Matthew 6:33, cf. Luke 18:29, “See we 

have left all…”

Lessons to consider



• Never forget your place with God – 

At 40 years of age, Moses is still loyal to His 

own people over the Egyptians (Hebrews 

11:24-26) 

Recall how we are foreigners on this earth

• Will you stand up for your brethren?  In a 

hostile world, we need to stand with each 

other! 

Lessons to consider



• Respect God’s timing – 
God “remembers” Israel (He never forgot) 
He knows we belong to Him, “though He 
bears long…” Luke 18:7-8 
Be patient

• Holy ground – What made the place of the 
burning bush holy? 
When we are in God’s presence, know how 
to conduct yourself! Hebrews 12:28

Lessons to consider



• Excuses – 
God answered EVERY objection Moses 
posed. 
When we stand before God in judgment, 
what possible excuse will we offer that:
1) He has not heard?
2) That will cause Him to change his mind?
Revelation 20:12 – books will be opened 
and we will be judged

Lessons to consider



When God calls, 

how will you answer?



Let us pray! 
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