
Israel at Mt. Sinai (5)

Preparing to Leave

Journey Through the Bible (28)



Review
As we continue our study at Mt. Sinai 

(Wandering in the wilderness – period 6 of 17)
We have noted at Mt. Sinai:

- Their arrival and YHWH’s thunderous declaration
- Moses goes on the mountain to meet with YHWH for 40 

days (2 times)
- The people’s idolatrous act – the golden calf
- The building of the tabernacle
- The beginning of the priesthood – garments & 

instructions
Today, more events as they prepare to leave Mt. Sinai



Priestly service begins
➢ The tabernacle is erected, and the LORD fills it in a cloud 
Exodus 40:34-38
 -  40:17 – 1st day of 2nd year (from exodus).

➢  Leviticus 8 - Aaron and sons are consecrated as priests.  
Sacrifices offered as a 7-day process (35-36). 

➢ Ex. 40:12-16 – the tabernacle was erected BEFORE the 
priests were consecrated

➢ Leviticus 9 – sacrifices are made for Aaron and then for 
the children of Israel, and the priestly service begins.  
9:23-24 as Moses & Aaron come out of the tabernacle, the 
glory of the LORD appears and fire came out from before the 
LORD and consumed the burnt offering.



Priestly service begins
➢ Leviticus 10:1-7 – Nadab & Abihu 
➢ 10:1-2 – Nadab & Abihu offer “profane fire” and are 
burned to death

  10:3, ‘By those who come near Me I must be regarded 
as holy; And before all the people I must be glorified.’ ”
➢ Why was God so severe?
 - The fire from an unauthorized source? But the source 
not mentioned until Lev. 16:1 & 12.  Implied before?
 - Did they add to what YHWH had instructed – assuming 
God would accept it?
 - Were they sober? Lev. 10:9-11



Priestly service begins
➢ Leviticus 10:1-7 – Nadab & Abihu 

➢ Clearly, they did something wrong!
   -  We can assume God’s wrath was justified & deserved
   - Possibly a first act of rebellion by the priests and thus an 
example is set forth.

➢ Other first acts that brought punishment
  - A son curses YWHW - Leviticus 24:10-23  
  - A man gathering sticks on the Sabbath – 
 Numbers 15:32-36
  - Uzzah – 2 Samuel 6:1-8
  - Ananias & Sapphira – Acts 5:1-11

➢ God is serious about how we serve Him!



Priestly service begins
➢ Leviticus 10:1-7 – Nadab & Abihu 

➢ Aaron and his other sons were instructed to not mourn 
(publicly) as they served (vs. 6-7)

➢ 10:16-20 - Their death interferes with Aaron and his 
other sons, Eleazar and Ithamar being able to complete 
their sin offering.  
  - Either their mind was not in the right place
  - Or perhaps they feared they were defiled because of 

what Nadab & Abihu had done  (unsure).  



Be holy 
➢ Leviticus – Numerous laws enacted to ensure holiness 
➢ Leviticus is filled with laws for Israel.  Some are 
understandable and others perhaps not.  BUT God is 
establishing what it means to be His holy people.
➢ Holiness means to be set apart – different
➢ They could not eat certain animals – Lev. 11

➢ Childbirth, “customary impurity”, touching a dead body, 
etc.  - unclean for prescribed periods of time -  Lev. 12

➢ Laws of isolation for infections – leprosy, oozing sores, 
mold(?) - Lev. 13-15



Be holy 
➢ Leviticus – Numerous laws enacted to ensure holiness 

➢ Moral & ceremonial laws governing conduct – Lev. 18-
19

➢ Moral laws that required capital punishment – Lev. 20, 
24:16-22

➢ Various feasts and days to be observed – Lev. 23

➢ Laws of redemption and liberty – sabbath years and 
Jubilee, compassion for the poor  – Lev. 25 & 27



Be holy 
➢ Leviticus – Numerous laws enacted to ensure holiness 
➢ WHY these laws about holiness?
 Leviticus 1st book taught to Jewish children.  
 It defines what makes them holy to God and different (set 
apart) from the world.
➢ “Holy” is found 95 times in the book
  “You shall be holy for I am holy” – Lev. 11:44-45

➢ NOTE: To be unclean did NOT always mean sinful.  
(E.g., Priests with deformity were restricted in their service 
– Lev. 21:17-24)  BUT, impurity was not to be in God’s 
presence.  ONLY the best and pure was acceptable. 



Blessing and cursings
➢ Leviticus 26

➢ In giving these instructions about holiness the people are 
promised that if they are faithful to YHWH, by keeping His 
Sabbaths, commandments and reverencing His sanctuary,  He 
would bless them abundantly – good crops, safety, no 
miscarriages, etc.  (1-13)

➢ BUT, if they broke His commands they would face famine, 
disease, poverty, being overrun by enemies, etc.  Eventually, they 
would lose their land and be scattered. (14-39)

➢BUT, if they repented, He would remember and restore them 
(40-46)



2nd Passover Observed
➢ Numbers 9:1-3

➢ With everything in place:
  - Tabernacle & priesthood appointed 
  - The people have brought offerings to sustain the work 
(Num. 7)
  - The Levites have been consecrated & assigned (Num. 
8) Vs. 24-26 note that Levites from ages 25-50 could 

enter and serve in the tabernacle, assisting the priests

➢ They observe the Passover as prescribed.



2nd Passover Observed
➢ Numbers 9:6-14 – Unclean men

➢ A problem arose as there were some men who were 
defiled by a dead body who could not participate in the 
Passover observance because they were unclean.   They 
inquired about what to do.

➢ Moses inquired of the LORD.  They were permitted to 
observe the Passover on the 14th day of the 2nd month.



2nd Passover Observed
➢ Numbers 9:6-14 – Unclean men
➢ NOTE about those unable to participate at the prescribed 
time:
  - Moses inquired of the LORD – 9:8 
  - The LORD answered and made the provisions – 9:10-
11
  - Vs. 10 – it was ONLY available to those unclean or far 
away.
  - Vs. 13-14 – IF one was clean and did not keep the 
original date, he was to be cut off
  - Vs. 14 – strangers could partake, following the 
prescribed instructions



The people are numbered
The book of Numbers  

➢ Why so named? There are a few census that are taken in 
this book as Israel prepares to leave Mt. Sinai. 

➢ 2nd Year, 2nd month 1:1-2, instructed to take a census of 
men from 20 years old & above, able to go to war.  The 
total of soldiers was 603,550 (1:46).

➢ Numbers 2 describes the appointed leaders and 
placement of tribes around the tabernacle.



The people are numbered
The book of numbers

➢ Numbers 3 – the Levites are given to Aaron to serve 
with the tabernacle 
  - Every Levite male is numbered from 1 month old & 
above (3:14-39).  They totaled 22,000
  - (3:40-51) – every FIRSTBORN male, 1 month old & 
above of Israel is numbered.  They numbers 22, 273 (3:43)
➢ The Levites were given IN PLACE of every firstborn male 
of Israel (cf. Exodus 13:1-2, 11-16).  To compensate 
for the difference (273), 5 shekels was collected for each 
one (1365) and given to Aaron & His sons (cf. Leviticus 
27:6 – the price of redemption)



The people are numbered
The book of numbers

➢ Numbers 4:34-39 – 3 groups of Levites, men from 
30 to 50, were numbered to assist in maintaining & 
transporting the tabernacle and its furnishings.  The total 
number was 8580 (4:48)

➢ Numbers 6:22-27 – the priestly blessing for Israel



The people are numbered
Time to leave

➢ Numbers 10:11ff – The Israelites prepare to move 
out.

➢ It was the 20th day of the 2nd month.  Israel has been at 
Mt. Sinai for about 10-11 months (assuming about 2-3 
months to arrive at Mt. Sinai from Egypt).
 With Moses on Mt. Sinai for 80 days, Israel had about 7-8 
months to make the described preparations. 

➢Now they are ready to move out. 



Lessons from Mt. Sinai
➢ We must appreciate the importance of holiness.  
  1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 1 Peter 1:15-16 quotes 
Leviticus 11:44-45

➢ God gets to establish when and how we worship Him – 
John 4:24.  Will we respect His pattern? 

➢ When God is silent!  Number 9:8
Silence is NOT a legitimate way to establish authority 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 4:6)



Am I striving to be holy?
Will I respect God’s pattern for me?
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Let us pray! 
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