HOW SHALL WE
ESCAPE, IF WE
NEGLECT OUR

SALVATION?

Hebrews 2:1 -4



ANegIec’r IS a subject we need to
consider often.
It can become a serious matter
with consequences

- neglecti
- neglecti
- neglecti

Nng our health
Nng our homes and things
Nng our responsibilities

AProblems and Imreparable damage
IS possible



AAnd while material neglect leads
to problems, even more serious Is
spiritual neglect.

ATonigh’r, | remind us of an
occasionally quoted passage —
Hebrews 2:1 -4 and talk about

neglecting our salvation.



The Result of neglect

AThe building decays - Ecclesiastes
10:18

AWe let down our guard -1 Peter
5.8, cf. Mark 14:38 — "wafch and
@lfel i

Awe begin to drift — Hebrews 2:1

Awe do not grow as we ought to S
2 Peter 3:18, Hebrews 5:12ff



The Result of neglect

AI\IegIect can lead to spiritual
weakness and failure - 2 Peter
3:17*, 2 Timothy 3:6, 1 Peter
3:15 —we are without adeqguate
defense

AUItimater, we may lose our
salvation — our text! 1 Corinthians
10:12*, 9:27*, Galatians 5:4,
Hebrews 10:26 -31* 2 Peter 2:20 -
22



The greatness of our salvation

AGodos g r e-adhn 316 ¥/

AThe great price paid - Jesus died!
Romans 5.6 -8, 1 Peter 2:24

Alts availability & Mark 16:15,
1 Timothy 2:3 -4, Titus 2:11

Alt is age lasting o Matthew 28:20,
24:35, 1 Peter1:23° - -25 0

Incorruptible seed



The greatness of our salvation

AThe world cannot take it away from
us —John 10:28, 2 Timothy 1:12

Alt is eternal — “everlasting life” (32x)
Matthew 25:46, Romans 2:7,
6:23, 1 John 2:25, etc.
- 1 Peter 1:4 — an incorruptible
and undefiled inheritance
- Consider our reward In heaven.
This Is The anchor of our hope
(Hebrews 6:17 -20)



How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to study and pray regularly

A- We need o regular diet of
istening and talking to God
- 2 Timothy 2:15, 1 Peter 2:2 ,
2 Peter 3:18 - Bible stfudy
- 1 Thessalonians 5:17  -18,
Ephesians 6:18 - prayer



How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to study and pray regularly

ABy falling to study & pray, we leave
ourselves vulnerable fo ignorance,
false doctrines, being exploited,
elc.

Ephesians 4:14 - tossed to and fro
1 Corinthians 14:20 — do not be
children Iin understanding

1 Peter 3:15 - unable fo defend...




How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to study and pray regularly

AI—Iebrews 5:14 —we need our

senses exercised to discern both
good and evil

vouvalom (gymnazo) — our English
word gymnasium. We need to
exercise ourselves in God’'s word.



How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to meet with the saints

AHebrews 10:24 -25 —we are not
forsake assembling.
God EXPECTS us 1o be part of a local
work!
Ephesians 1:22 -23, 3:10 -11 —itis His
body and God's eternal wisdom
AWe assemble to worship Him —

Colossians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 11 —
to partake of the Lord’s Supper, efc.



How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to meet with the saints

ARecent events have done damage In
many places to the importance of
assembling.

Staying home Is not a substitute for
being here if you can!

AFoiIing to assemble when | can: 1) |
am neglecting my salvation; 2) | am
not being nourished as God intended.

WE NEED EACH OTHER!



How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to live with conviction

ADo | genuinely believe what | professe
WHY am | heree
- Is it fo please God?
- Or for some material reasone
Appease family, friends, popularity,
tradition, etc.?
- my convictions are not right, | will
ikely neglect my salvation
(cf. 2 Timothy 4:2  -4)




How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to live with conviction

Aam | sharing my faith with otherse
- 1 Peter 3:15 - defending my
faith?e
- 2 Corinthians 5:10 -11 -
concerned about the loste
- Matthew 5:16 = —lefting my light
shine?¢



How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to live with conviction

Awill | fight for the purity of the
churche Cf. Ephesians 5:26 -27

Aam | willing to sacrifice for the Lord
and His peoplee¢ Cf. Matthew 6:33



How can we nheglect our salvation?

By failing to live a life of purity and
holiness

AConsider our continued study
about holiness this year
(cf. 1 Peter 1:15 -16,
Hebrews 12:14 )



How can we nheglect our salvation?

Be being apathetic/indifferent

ADo | take my salvation for grantede —
Matthew 13:15 o they had grown dull
and hard of hearing
- Revelation 3:15 -16 — lukewarm
Laodiced

AWhich better describes your faithe
Apathetic or excitede What about
how you worship?e Attitudese
Psalm 122:1, Titus 2:14




Preventing spiritual neglect

Take heed!
ABe alert to the possibility of driffing —
1 Corinthians 10:12 — take heed

lest you tall

1 Timothy 4:16  — fake heed 1o
yourself and the docftrine
Hebrews 3:12 - Beware

2 John 8 0 “look to yourselves™



Preventing spiritual neglect

Examine yourself

AWe need to frequently see where
we are — 2 Corinthians 13:5



Preventing spiritual neglect

Renew my mind

A Ephesians 4:23, Romans 12:2 0
Nofe: This IS an ongoing process



Preventing spiritual neglect

Overcome apathy and indifference

Al must not let my faith become
thoughtless routine
God MUST be my priority
If needed, | must repent of my
apathy! (cf. Revelation 2:5  —
Ephesus)



Preventing spiritual neglect

Be busy doing what | ought to be
doing

ADo not just “talk the talk” —
Ephesians 4:1

James 1:22 -24



Preventing spiritual neglect

GROW!

Al have to keep growing in my faith.
| cannot become stagnant!
2 Peter 1.5 -11
2Peter3:18, oBut grow |
grace and knowledge of our Lord
gnooavhraigsuse nnstd- es us - C



Concluding thoughts

ANote how our fext, Hebrews 2:3, Is
iNn tha farm Anf a AliIactinn
But it is rhetorical! There Is only
ONE answer:
If you neglect your salvation, you
will NOT escape! Instead you will
face the wrath of God ( Hebrews
10:26 -31)

AHow we manage our spiritual
affairs has eternal consequences!



