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Background

• Written by Johnson Oatman, Jr (1856-1922).  

“Count Your Blessings”, “Higher Ground”, The 

Last Mile of the Way”, “No Not One”, etc. 

• Composed by John Wesley Dennis (1866-1947) in 

1922, and published in 1924.  

• This hymn reminds us of how our relationship 

with Jesus ought to be like that of a friend.
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Vs. 1, When Jesus was forsaken

• Lord and Master – defining who He is to us.

• He has authority – Romans 10:9-10, 

 1 Corinthians 8:5-6

• They tried my Lord and Master – 

 Jesus faced a trial that was driven by hatred 

and evil. Mark 14:53

• Part of His suffering - 1 Peter 2:21-24
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Vs. 1, When Jesus was forsaken

• With no one to defend– 

• All forsook Him– Matthew 26:56 

Peter followed at a distance – Matthew 26:58

• Within the halls of Pilate– 

 John 19:12-16, where Jesus was ultimately 

condemned to death.
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Vs. 1, When Jesus was forsaken

• He stood without a friend – physically alone 

and abused.  

• By the Jews – Luke 22:63-65

By the Romans – Mark 15:15-20

• Matthew 27:35, “Then they crucified Him”

• THIS verse is the premise of this song!  
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Chorus, I will be His friend

• I’ll be a friend to Jesus 
– Consider His words – John 15:13-15

• Am I willing to be His friend?  Not just an 
acquaintance.

• My life for Him I’ll spend – 
 Mark 8:34-38, the cost of discipleship! 

• He must be the focus of everything – 
  Philippians 3:8-11, 1:20 
   Romans 12:1-2, etc. 
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Chorus, I will be His friend

• I’ll be a friend to Jesus 

• Until my years shall end – we cannot quit the 
race.  It is a marathon! 
 Revelation 2:10, 14:13,
 Romans 14:7-8, no one lives to himself and 
no one dies to himself.  If we live or die, it is to 
be to the Lord. 

•  We can forfeit salvation – Hebrews 10:35-39
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Vs. 2, Even if the world turns against Him

• The world may turn against Him

• It did. During His days, only a few were 
convinced. 
Matthew 7:13-14, 22:14.  
Acts 2:41 – On Pentecost, 3000 obeyed the 
gospel.  But how many were there in Jerusalem?

• IS today any different? When those around you 
turn against Him, what will you do?
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Vs. 2, Even if the world turns against Him

• I’ll love Him to the end

• Again, this is a lifelong commitment.

• Based upon loving Him – 1 John 4:19, 5:2-3.

• And while on earth I’m living, my Lord shall have 
a friend. 
No matter what others say or do, I intend to stand 
with Him! 

• Consider Paul – Philippians 3:3-7, 
      2 Corinthians 11:22-33, 4:7-12, etc. 
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Vs. 3, I will prove my friendship to Him

• I’ll do what He may bid me

• It is about obedience – Luke 6:46,

John 14:15, 15:14.  

• I’ll go where He may send - 

Wherever we are, we carry His word with us 

and surrender to Him.

We do NOT retire any time in this life! 
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Vs. 3, I will prove my friendship to Him

• I’ll try each flying moment to prove that I’m 

His friend

• He deserves every moment – 

  Ephesians 5:15-16

• Yes, there is a sense in which everything we do, 

we honor Him – Romans 12:1

 We avoid all evil - 1 Thessalonians 5:22
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Vs. 4, I will recommend Him to others

• To all who need a Savior

• Who does NOT need Him as their Savior?  
  Acts 4:12, John 14:6

• Sadly, far too many seek meaning and salvation in 
other sources, including false prophets. 

• But HE is the answer to a better life now and in the 
future! 

• As we view society, what do we see? Souls?
    2 Corinthians 5:10-11
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Vs. 4, I will recommend Him to others

• My friend I’ll recommend

• We cannot keep Him to ourselves

  Matthew 5:14-15, Mark 8:38

• We are called to defend our faith – 

1 Peter 3:15

• During His life, when Jesus healed, often they could 

not keep it to themselves – 

       Mark 1:40-45, John 9:24-38, Luke 24:32 
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Vs. 4, I will recommend Him to others

• Because He brought salvation, is why I am His 

friend

• This is why my Savior came to this earth – 

John 3:16-17, Ephesians 1:7, Romans 5:8

• What He offers is more than this life. 

Our eternal destiny rests upon being His friend

•  Is anything He asks of us too much?
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Concluding thoughts

• As we sing this song, it is my hope we mean it. 

• With humility, would we act different than 

Peter did on that tragic night?

• It is easy to affirm Him around others of like 

faith, but what about when there are 

consequences?

• May we humbly resolve to always be His friend!
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Does Jesus consider 

you His friend?

 Titus 2:11-14
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Let us pray!
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