
NEARER MY GOD TO THEE
#124, Hymns for Worship



Nearer My God to Thee

ÅLyrics ïSarah (Flower) Adams (1805-1848).    A stage 

actor in England in early life. She wrote many songs.  

This one at the request of a preacher, William Johnson 

Fox, who needed a song for Genesis 27-28, Jacob and 

Esau.  Over the course of a week, she created this song 

(~1841).

ÅOur tune, composed by Lowell Mason (~1844) (When I 

Survey the Wondrous Cross, Joy to the World, There is a 

Fountain, Blest Be the Tie that Binds, My Faith Looks Up 

to Thee, etc.)



Nearer My God to Thee

ÅThe song has 5-6 verses.  Tonight, I will examine the 

3 verses in our hymnal and a 4th verse related to vs. 

2.

ÅThis song reminds us to continue to pursue 

nearness to God, even in times of difficulty and 

uncertainty.



Vs. 1 ðIn Times of Troubles

ÅNearer my God to Thee ïrepeated throughout the song 

and its obvious theme.

ÅWe ought to strive for closeness to Him, in this life with 

hope of more beyond this life.  

ÅJames 4:8 ïdraw near to God and He will draw near 

to you.

ÅHebrews 10:21 -23 ïdraw near with a true heart

ÅPsalm 145:18, The LORD is near to all who call upon 

Him, To all who call upon Him in truth.



Vs. 1 ðIn Times of Troubles

ÅEôen thoô it be a cross that raiseth me ï

ÅA cross implies  a time of sacrifice and perhaps 

sufferings

ÅMatthew 16:24 ïJesus was teaching that the life of a 

disciple would include difficulties & troubles

Å2 Timothy 3:12, 1 Peter 2:21 -23, 

cf. Matthew 10:16 -39, esp. vs. 38 ïHe who does 

not take up his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 

Me.



Vs. 1 ðIn Times of Troubles

ÅEôen thoô it be a cross that raiseth me ï

ÅSome are under the delusion that the life of a 

Christian should be free of troubles.  

Often, when we discuss the Christian life, we think 

of the joy of the saved.

ÅBut it is an illusion to say our life is free of troubles -

Philippians 1:29



Vs. 1 ðIn Times of Troubles

ÅEôen thoô it be a cross that raiseth me ï

ÅWe deal with sorrows, troubles and burdens, some that 

seem impossible to bear (like others in the world)

ÅAnd while we have tools to deal with them, they are still 

sorrowful.  Consider Jesus ïIsaiah 53:3

ÅBUT, as we endure and overcome, they can draw us 

nearer to God ïRomans 5:3 -5

ÅAm I willing to bear my cross for Him?



Vs. 1 ðIn Times of Troubles

ÅStill all my song shall be, nearer my God to Theeé 

ÅNo matter what, I will not give up! 

ÅMatthew 10:22, he who endures to the endé

ÅGalatians 6:9, let us not grow weary in doing 

good

ÅLuke 9:62



Vs. 2 ðIn Times of uncertainty

ÅThough like a wanderer, the Sun goes down

ÅGenesis 28:10 -22, the foundation of this song is 

Jacob leaving Bathsheba to flee to Haran.  On the 

way, YHWH appears to him in a dream and assures 

his protection.  Jacob vows to serve Him if he safely 

returns.  He names the place Bethel (House of God)



Vs. 2 ðIn Times of uncertainty

ÅThough like a wanderer, the Sun goes down

ÅWe are sojourners and pilgrims ï1 Peter 2:11, 

Philippians 3:20

ÅWe live our lives with this understanding. 

ÅAre we more comfortable living here than our desire 

to leave?  Consider Philippians 1:21 -23, 

cf. Acts 21:13



Vs. 2 ðIn Times of uncertainty

ÅDarkness be over me, my rest a stone

ÅWe live in uncertain times.  We face fears, doubts 

and the darkness of this world.

Life is sometimes hard and uncomfortable (think of 

a stone for your pillow). 



Vs. 2 ðIn Times of uncertainty

ÅYet in my dreams Iôd be nearer my God to Theeé

ÅIt is likely that dreams reveal who you really are.

ÅRegardless of what we face, may we NEVER lose 

faith!  

ÅIn Christ, we are never alone ïMatthew 28:20, 

Hebrews 13:5, cf. 2 Timothy 4:16 -17

ÅIn Christ, we find the light we need ïJohn 1:4 -5, 

3:19 -21, Psalm 9:9 -10 ïHe is our refuge



Vs. 2 ðIn Times of uncertainty

ÅYet in my dreams Iôd be nearer my God to Theeé

ÅñWhen uncertainty keeps you up at night, then close 

your eyes and think of something that is certain ï

Godôs loveò (Justine Mfulama)



Vs. 3 ðOur hope of heaven

ÅThere let the way appear, steps up to heaven.

All that Thou sendest me, in mercy givôn

Angels to beckon me, Nearer my God to Thee

Nearer my God to Thee, Nearer to Thee

NOTE: I have chosen to include this verse as it ties 

to the account of Jacob and the theme of the song.  

Let us briefly discuss this



Vs. 3 ðOur hope of heaven

ÅThere let the way appear, steps up to heaven

ÅJacobôs message of hope came from YHWH

ÅWe need to turn to God as our source of hope. 

It is His word that gives us direction ï

Hebrews 1:1 -2, 2 Timothy 3:16 -17

Psalm 119:105, Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path.



Vs. 3 ðOur hope of heaven

ÅAll that Thou sendest me, In mercy givôn

ÅJacob had not acted honorably, yet God showed 

Him mercy. 

ÅLet us appreciate His mercy - Ephesians 2:4 -6, 

Hebrews 4:16, Let us therefore come boldly to the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need.



Vs. 3 ðOur hope of heaven

ÅAngels to beckon me, Nearer my God to Theeé

ÅWe can count on Godôs promises.  Angels are His 

messengers (cf. Hebrews 1:14 )

ÅHe directs us closer to Him ïMatthew 11:28 -30, 

1 Peter 5:6 -7 ïHe cares



Vs. 4 ðAs we face our exodus

ÅOr if on joyful wing, cleaving the sky; Sun, moon and 

star forgot, upward I fly

ÅñOrò ïthis is the other circumstance. Cf. Philippians 

1:21 -23 ïPaul is hard-pressed to choose

ÅThis is descriptive of when we leave this world.  

ÅIs our pursuit a home in heaven? Are we ready?

2 Timothy 4:6 -8

ÅWhen we die, our spirit returns to God ïEcclesiastes 

12:7, Hebrews 9:27 ïwe face judgment!


