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The Observance of 

Easter

Learning from our Calendar (7)



My purpose - Reminder

 This year, I am preaching through the calendar – 
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we 
find on our calendars.  

 This is not about observing these days as the 
church.  But typically what we see on the 
calendar causes us to reflect on what certain days 
are about.
Our focus is to understand the purpose of behind 
the day and to make Biblical applications 

 Today we address Easter Sunday.



Some observations about this lesson

 It is not my intention to question the sincerity, or 

potentially good results, that can come from this 

annual day.

 I do not question that it is good to openly 

proclaim your belief in the resurrection of Jesus.

 We DO remember the resurrection of Jesus as we 

shall see in this lesson. 

 The question is HOW?



 In early March we presented a lesson about lent.

 Lent is a 40 day period of fasting and reflection 

(excluding Sundays) which begins on Ash 

Wednesday and culminates on Maundy Thursday. 

 This is followed by Good Friday which 

commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus and Easter 

Sunday which celebrates his resurrection.



Facts about Easter

 For many in the religious world, Easter is celebrated 
with a sunrise service (the time Jesus arose from the 
dead – Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:1-2)

 Some churches reenact the “passion of Jesus”

 Some have festivities and family gatherings (most of 
the world still uses lamb, while in America the meat 
of choice is ham).

 Catholics attend an Easter vigil midnight mass, while 
others observe a Sunday morning mass.

 The day is viewed as “the holiest day on the Christian 
calendar.”



Facts about Easter

 The word “Easter” is only found once in the KJV 
(Acts 12:4).  All other versions rightly use the word 
“Passover”. 
 The Greek word, (πάσχα, pascha) is about the Jewish 
feast.  The word is found 29x in the NT.

 The origin of the word, “Easter” is likely attribute to 
“Eostre”, a Germanic goddess of spring (fertility).  
The word found in 6th century AD.
Some secular observances are tied to this – bunnies, 
eggs, new clothes, etc. 

 Others, attribute the word to a form of the Latin 
word for dawn.



Facts about Easter

 Among religious festivities observed annually, Easter 

is the earliest, dating to the mid-2nd century.  

 Its purpose was a desire among Christians who 

wanted special feast days like the Jews.  

 It was originally observed at the same time as the 

Jewish Passover.  How it was observed then is 

uncertain. 

 A study of the New Testament will show that it is NOT 

authorized.  Absent from commands or examples. 



The Fact of the Resurrection

 We recognize, believe in and remember the 

resurrection of Jesus in many ways. 

 The resurrection is the foundation of the 

Christian faith. It is the only event in the life of 

Jesus EXCLUSIVE to Christ believers.  It sets us 

apart from all other world religions.



The Fact of the Resurrection

 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 finds Paul declaring and 

defending the death, burial and resurrection of 

Jesus as the gospel message. 

 All 4 gospels record Jesus being raised on “the 

first day of the week” (Sunday) – Matthew 28:1-

2, Mark 16:1-2, Luke 24:1-2, John 20:1-2



The Fact of the Resurrection

  1 Corinthians 15:1-8, the gospels also record numerous 
appearances of Jesus after He arose.

  He first appeared to Mary Magdalene, then other women.

  Then to Peter, then the 12.

  He appeared to individuals and groups, sometimes once 
and others on multiple occasions. 

  1 Corinthians 15:6 records an appearance to more than 
500

  1 Corinthians 15:7-8 records appearances to James His 
brother & Paul, both known skeptics PRIOR to His death. 



The Fact of the Resurrection

 The resurrection was the foundation of 1st century 
gospel preaching.  

  Acts 2:24, 32; 3:15, 26; 13:30-37; 17:31, etc.  It 
often provoked a response, either positive or 
negative. 

 The resurrection of Jesus is WHY we are here today.  
Because He arose we believe Jesus is our only Savior, 
God is the God of scripture, scripture is His word and 
accurately portrays His will, AND the church is 
important (Acts 20:28, Ephesians 1:22-23, 3:10-11, 

etc.)



Why we do not observe Easter!

 Because of its significance, many ask why we do 

not observe this day. 

There is no authority for it in scripture. 
Colossians 3:17, 2 John 9-11, 1 Corinthians 

4:6 – we must respect God’s boundaries. 

 There is no command even hinting of its 

observance, NOR do we find any examples of it. 



Why we do not observe Easter!

  Warnings about human traditions

  Easter is admittedly based upon traditions. 

  These traditions are man made 

  Matthew 15:3-9 finds Jesus challenging the traditions of 
men, especially when they conflict with scripture and are 
treated as authoritative.

  Colossians 2:8, Beware lest anyone cheat you through 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition 
of men, according to the basic principles of the world, 
and not according to Christ.

 Many ASSUME it is what God expects us to do.  For some 
it is the ONLY time of the year they attend “church”. 



Why we do not observe Easter!

 Warnings of feast days

 Galatians 4:8-11, as Gentiles were considering 
following Jewish traditions, Paul warns against 
such.    Paul described them as “the weak and 
beggarly elements”.  Vs. 11, “I am afraid for you, 
lest I have labored in vain.”  Cf. Galatians 5:4. 

 Colossians 2:16-17, Paul warns that these 
brethren not let others judge them in the matter 
of food, drinks, festival, new moon or Sabbath. 
Their hope was in Jesus, not such festivities. 



Why we do not observe Easter!

 Warnings of feast days

  1 Corinthians 9:19-23, Acts 18:18. Of note, Paul, as 
a Jew by birth observed some traditions AS AN 
INDIVIDUAL, especially when helpful to the cause of 
Christ. 
He did not create days or observe such as the church.  
Romans 14:5-6 addresses how we as individuals may 
choose to do some things as a matter of liberty.  But it 
is NOT public demand of conformity! 

Today, Easter is so engrained that you cannot avoid it if 
you go to a practicing church.   It is NOT a “personal 
observance”



Why we do not observe Easter!

 Sincerity is not enough

 Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus declared calling Him Lord 

or acting in His name was not enough.  Obedience 

was demanded.  

Acts 23:1, 26:9, Paul had lived in all good 

conscience, even as he persecuted Christians (and 

he was wrong for that).  



We DO observe the resurrection!

 Every Sunday! 

  Matthew 28:1-2, the day of the week He arose! 

 Also the beginning of the church. 

 In the act of baptism, we commemorate His death, 

burial and resurrection
Romans 6:3-6, Colossians 2:11-13 

Baptism puts us into Christ (Galatians 3:27) and washes 

away our sins (Acts 22:16, 2:38, etc.). 

 While His blood saves us (Ephesians 1:7), His work was 

not completed until He arose from the dead.  



We DO observe the resurrection!

 As we partake of the Lord’s Supper

 Matthew 26:26-29.  He implied the resurrection 

as He instituted it.  

 1 Corinthians 11:23-27, “till He comes” implies 

He is alive.  

 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.  It is in the resurrection 

we find hope beyond this life. 



We DO observe the resurrection!

 We proclaim His resurrecton:

 In sermons

 In prayers

 In songs

 In Bible study, etc. 



Concluding thoughts

 Belief in the resurrection and Easter are not the 

same thing. 

 The resurrection is rooted in scripture, while 

Easter is rooted in the traditions of men.  

 Easter IS on the calendar, but it is NOT in the 

Bible! 



Concluding thoughts

 Some times we are criticized because we “do not 

believe in Easter” while the rest of the world 

does.  

 BUT our concern is not about conforming to the 

ways of men, but to the ways of God. 

 He is the one we are seeking to please!  And in 

the end that is what matters most! 
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WHY are you here today?

Learning from our Calendar (7)



SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Let us pray!
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