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My purpose - Reminder

» This year, | am preaching through the calendar -
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we
find on our calendars.

» This is not about observing these days as the
church. But typically, what we see on the
calendar causes us to reflect on what certain days
are about.

» Today we address “Earth Day”




» April 22 is the observance of “earth day” each
year.

» |t began in America in 1970 based upon the
efforts of Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson. He
observed several environmental concerns during
the 60s and organized “earth day” about 1 year
earlier.

» On that first “earth day”, there were
demonstrations in various cities throughout the
United States.




» The purpose was to draw attention to
environmental concerns and educate about the
environment and our need to care. It is also seen
by many as a day of protests, activism and
community service.

» Within a few years the day has spread throughout
the world and is now found in more than 190
countries with a billion participants.

» Some describe that first day as the beginning of
the environmental movement




» Since then, numerous laws have been created
trying to protect and preserve the environment.

» Many of these laws are good, however, as with
most movements, some have become overzealous
to the point of inflicting undue difficulties on
society, usually in favor of some “pet project”.

» From a Biblical perspective, is there anything we
should consider as it relates to “earth day”?




God created and sustains the earth

» Genesis 1:1-2 - He created the heavens and the
earth.
In 6 (literal - cf. Exodus 20:11) days based upon
the Hebrew text.

» Colossians 1:16, by Him (Jesus), all things were
created

» Psalm 24:1-2, “The earth is the LORD’s and all
its fullness...”




God created and sustains the earth

» He can control it as He sees fit, Cf. Exodus 9:29,
Job 38:1-11

» Creation praises Him
Romans 1:20
Job 12:7-10 - all the beasts teach you...
Psalm 19:1-6
Psalm 104:24, “The earth is full of Your
possessions.”

» Psalm 148




God created and sustains the earth

» He demonstrates His care for us as He cares for His
creation, Cf. Matthew 6:26-30, 5:45

» He sustains it by His word -

Hebrews 1:1-3
2 Peter 3:5-7

» He will bring it to an end in His time -
2 Peter 3:10-12.

He decides when this world is over.




What is our responsibility to this world

» He put man in charge. It was created for man.
Genesis 1:26-28 - given dominion
Genesis 2:15 - tend to the garden
Hebrews 2:6-8 (Psa. 8:4-6) man created to be set
over His works
1 Timothy 4:4, every creature is good, if received
with thanksgiving (gratitude)

» We can enjoy her produce, both plant and animals.
With our minds we have the ability to impact the
environment for good or for bad. God gave us
wisdom, a conscience, heart, etc.




What is our responsibility to this world

» We are called to be good stewards
1 Corinthians 4:1-2
E.g., 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 our body is a
temple (take care of it).

» Matthew 25:14-30, whatever talents we have,
use it faithfully.

» E.g., Leviticus 25:4 - every /7 years
Proverbs 12:10, “Arighteous man regards
the life of an animal...”
Deuteronomy 25:4 - do not muzzle the ox...




What is our responsibility to this world

» We are called to be good stewards

» Because of this stewardship, we need to act
responsibly in whatever aspect of life we are
dealing with. Including preserving our
environment.

We live here and ought to do our best to keep it
livable!

» Ephesians 5:15-16, walk circumspectly




What is our responsibility to this world

» What about extremism?

» The majority of people believe we ought to use

reasonable measures to care for our environment.

| know of no one who advocates the wholesale
destruction of resources just because they are there.
We KNOW not to abuse pets & others, to live in
squalor, or do things to deliberately damage our
surroundings.

We KNOW we need clean & safe water, air and food -
we work to preserve them.

» Humans have demonstrated care by saving species,
cleaning up and restoring habitats, etc.




What is our responsibility to this world

» What about extremism?

» Sadly, many environmentalists have gone to extremes
in their demands.
They would deny man’s God given role and dominion
over creation.
AND, whatever man does, it is never enough to them.

» Many have made the earth, or their cause, into their
god. Romans 1:18-25

» They often act selfishly and destructively without
caring for the impact on others.

» We need to worship God and not creation!




What is our responsibility to this world

» What about extremism?

» Ephesians 5:11 - have no fellowship...
(2 Corinthians 6:14ff)

» We ought to be responsible and do what we can
to preserve the world for others, but in
moderation.

» Do not participate in ANY movement that rejects
God as our supreme ruler.




What is our responsibility to this world

» Realize this earth is NOT our eternal home!

» God made this world for us to enjoy. Nature
brings me great joy! Cf. Matthew 6:28-29

» But this world is not our ultimate home -
Philippians 3:20

» One day, this physical world will cease. Only
God knows when and how!




What is our responsibility to this world

» What are some things we can do?
» Be a good neighbor. Matthew 7:12.

» Don’t let nature replace your need for God -
Matthew 6:33, 24.

» Obey the laws of the land -
Romans 13:1-2, 1 Peter 2:13-17

» Pause and think about the wonders of God’s
creation. Psalm 8:3-4, 1 Timothy 4:4.
Be thankful, humble and joyful.
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Let us pray!
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