- Journey Through the Bible (39)

JOSHUA'S FAREWELL
ADDRESSES

Joshua 23-24




Opening thoughts

« We are concluding the 7™ of 17 time periods
of Bible history — congquering and inheriting
Canaan

* |sSrael has conquered and divided the land.
The people have settled in their inheritances.

* A few years have gone by and Joshua
knows his earthly sojourn will soon end.




Tl The lite of Joshua
» 30-40 years old, he stood with Moses as they
wandered and at Mt. Sinai.
Exodus 33:11 — a young man
Exodus 17:9 — he assists Moses against the
Amalekites on their way to Mt. Sinai.
- one of the 12 spies
- ~68-/8 — he becomes leader
- ~80-90 - the land has been conguered and
divided (~12 years involved)
- 110 years old — enjoyed the land for 20-30

years.
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WaT The Addresses of Joshuo

e Joshua 23

« 23:1-2 - Israel had rest for a long time. Joshua
SL]JCPWmOﬂS the leaders — elders, heads, judges &
officers.

¢ 23:3-4 - they are reminded of what YHWH has
done for them, including dividing the land

« 23:5-8 - He will continue to expel the
remainders, BUT they must be courageous and
faithful to Him and keep the LOM.

Do NOT mention their gods!




The Addresses of Joshua

c Joshua 23

« 23:12-13 - The warning if they fail to obey
God and tellowship the foreign remnants.
They would become snhares

« 23:14 — As Joshua prepares to “go the way
of all the earth” he reminds them that ALL
God promised had come 1o pass.

* 23:15-16 - To turn against YHW e will
bring harmful things just as He had blessed
them. Nofe he says, "When"..




The Addresses of Joshua g

« Joshua 24:1-15 — Joshua's 2nd Address

* 24:1-2 - Joshua gathers ALL the people at
Shechem
- The place where Jacob (Israel) had purchased
land when he returned to Canaan
(Genesis 33:18-20)
- Acts 7:16 — vicinity of the Cave of Machpelah
- Joshua 8:30-35 - vicinity of Mts. Ebal and
Gerizim



B The Addresses of Joshua
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« Joshua 24:2-10 - Joshua's 2nd Address

« 24:2-10 - a short history of Israel’s heritage
with YHWH unftil they came to thelr
INnheritance

¢ 24:11-13 - They crossed the Jordan and
defeated the land. YHWH sent “the hornet
before you"” and drove them out, “but not
with sword or with your bow”".
They had received a blessed and settled
land that they did not labor for.
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el The Addresses of Joshuap
-

« Joshua 24:2-10 - Joshua's 2nd Address

e 24:14-15 - Joshua's admonition:
- Fear YHWH
- Serve Him In sincerity and truth

- Put away your gods
- CHOOSE who will servel

e “But as for me and my house, we will serve
the LORD".




| The Addresses of Joshua g
-

* Joshua 24:2-10 - Joshua's 2nd Address
* 24:16-28 - The people respond to Joshua

¢ 16-18 - We will never forsake YHWH. We will
serve YHWH.

¢ 19-20 - Joshua knows them too well. “You
cannoft serve the LORD, fore He is a holy God.
He is a jealous God. He will not forgive...”

« 21 — the people repeat that they will serve
YHWH
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el The Addresses of Joshuo
-

* Joshua 24:2-10 - Joshua's 2nd Address
* 24:16-28 - The people respond to Joshua

e 22-24 — "You are witnhesses against
yourself...” The people again declare they
will serve YHWH. (Cf. Exodus 19:8, 24:3-8)

¢« 25-27 - Joshua made a covenant with the
people that day and wrote it down. A stone
Qs a “withess”

« 28 — the people departed for their homes
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« Joshua 24:29-33 - Final events

* 24:29-30 - Joshua dies at 110 years of age and
IS buried within the border of his inheritance.

e 24:31 - Israel served YHWH all the days of
Joshua’s life and the life of the elders

« 24:32 — Joseph's bones are finally
Shechem, the land purchased by Is

¢« 24:33 — Eleazar, son of Aaron, dieo
him in the mountains of Ephraim.

aid to rest at
rael.

, and buried
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Joshua 23-24

*The LORD will fight for you — 23:3

We learn from history that God is able to
accomplish His will and defend us.
Romans 8:31

* There is always work to still be done
Philippians 1:21, John 4:35, 9:4, etc.

« Keep the law — do not deviate from il We have
to obey God’s word!

* Do not put yourself at a disadvantage with
unbelievers — 2 Corinthians 6:14ff.
When you are allied with unbelievers...

Lessons To considerp




== Lessons to considery
-
 Love God with your all - Matthew 22:37-39
It Is the moftive that will keep us faithful fo Him

1 John 5:3
« God keeps His promises! Not a word failed...

» There are consequences 1o rejecting God, both
INn this life and the next
—if you reject Him, you will perish (cf. 23:15-16)

» Leaders first — Leaders tormulate the plan then
share and implement it with all involved.
Cf. Nehemiah.




Lessons o consider m

* Sometimes we need 1o consider our past —

It can humble us - 1 Corinthians 15:10
It can keep us from refurning fo old ways —

1 Corinthians 6:11 .
NOTE: Remember the past, but don’t dwell on It.
(%f. )1 Timothy 1:12-14, Philippians 3:12-14,
etc.

 We are all faced with choices!
— WHAT will you choose®e ,
Matthew 7:13-14 — 2 paths of life
God despises the uncommitted —
James 1:6-8, Revelation 3:15-16




Lessons To considerp

AN

yOU puUt away your godse
ything that stands between Him and your

faithful service(cf. Colossians 3:5)

» Actions speak louder than words
— Israel made promised (likely sincere), but it

elfe

Not last.

Remember Peter — Matthew 26:33

* One day, we will all Y*go the way of man’” -
Hebrews 9:27. Are you ready?¢



God gave Israel the land He
oromised them.
Joshua reminds them
fo choose Him.




Who are you choosing
fo servee




Let us pray!
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