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Memorial Day

Learning from our Calendar (10)



My purpose - Reminder

 This year, I am preaching through the calendar – 

an ongoing study of holidays and observances we 

find on our calendars.  

 This is not about observing these days as the 

church.  But typically, what we see on the 

calendar causes us to reflect on what certain days 

are about.

 Today we address “Memorial Day”.  In this lesson 

I would like to address memorials in the Bible.



 Tomorrow is Memorial Day.  It occurs the last Monday 
of May each year.

 It purpose is to honor and remember U.S. military 
personnel who fell while serving in the various 
branches of military. 

 A day of ceremonies, family gatherings, decoration of 
graves of soldiers with flags, etc. 

 First observed in 1868 after the Civil war and called 
“Decoration day” & always on May 30th.

 1968 moved to 4th Monday in May.  1971, the name 
was standardized to “Memorial Day”



The significance of memorials

 Memorials come in different forms - 
Specific days, ceremonies, monuments & markers, 
services remembering the passing of a loved one, 
tributes to honor and help people remember. 

 They have been a part of history since early 
civilization.  To honor people, events & gods.
  “Memorials” constructed to gods (temples, idols, 
etc.), tombs (e.g., the pyramids)

Memorials are a link to the past, and if studied help 
us appreciate history. 



The significance of memorials

 Memorials are useful because they can: 

 Honor individuals and occasions.  Usually, 

someone who has accomplished something worthy 

of remembering.

 Help us remember something – either an event, 

person or place.  Memorials recall history.  

Remind us of the successes & failures of the past.



The significance of memorials

 Memorials are useful because they can: 

 Provide opportunities to teach – especially the next 

generation.  

Cf. Deuteronomy 6:6-10, Joshua 4:5-7ff – what 

do these stones mean? (Cf. Judges 2:10)

  Exodus 12:26-28 - Passover

 Help people understand – more than just teaching, 

but details that help people recall  what happened & 

why, or who that person really was.  Good public 

memorials are filled with exhibits and explanations.  



The significance of memorials

 Memorials are useful because they can: 

 Cause us to pause and think – serious 

contemplation of its purpose.

E.g., Memorial day – pause and think about the 

freedoms we enjoy because of the sacrifice of 

others

 To provoke gratitude – as we consider the 

sacrifices others have made, are we thankful? Are 

we humbled because of what others have done?



The significance of memorials

 Memorials are useful because they can: 

 To bring us together – memorials can cause 
people to set aside their differences and unite to 
remember what is being memorialized.  
Sadly, some memorials & monuments do the 
opposite and polarize (this is an attitude & pride 
problem)

 Provide closure – e.g., memorials for loved 
ones.  We need to process what has happened 
and find a way to move ahead. Memorials help.



Memorials in the Bible

 Various types of memorials 

 Gensis 31:45-49 – Jacob as he was met by 

Laban as he fled back to Canaan. 

 Exodus 20:8 – remember the Sabbath day to 

keep it holy.  Every week, a day of 

contemplation, rest and worship. 

 Exodus 24:3-4 – Israel’s covenant with YHWH 

at Mt. Sinai.  An altar and 12 pillars (memorial 

stones – LEB) for the 12 tribes.



Memorials in the Bible

 Various types of memorials 

 Exodus 28:29 – the breastplate of Aaron (High 

Priest), had the names of the 12 tribes inscribed – 

a reminder of who he was serving and 

represented. 

 Esther 9:26-28 – the feast of Purim, an annual 

feast for Jews commemorating their deliverance.



Memorials in the Bible

 Writings became a memorial

 Exodus 17:14 – Moses is instructed to write 
words as a memorial that the Amalekites will be 
utterly blotted out. 

 Exodus 34:27-28 – Moses instructed (2nd time 
on Mt. Sinai) to write the words of the covenant.  
Instructed to place it in the Ark (Exodus 25:16)

 God’s word is a memorial (reminder) to us about 
Him and what we need to do and be.  Romans 
15:4, etc.



Memorials in the Bible

 Writings became a memorial

 2 Peter 1:12-15 – Peter wrote this letter as a 

reminder to them.

 Philippians 3:1 – Paul wrote (repeated) things 

because it was safe. 

Looking at recorded “memorials” we learn who 

God is and that gives us confidence in Him and 

hope. 



Memorials in the Bible

 The Ark of the Covenant

 Hebrews 9:4 – it contained 3 items (at first)

 The pot of manna – a memorial of God’s 

provisions

 Aaron’s rod that budded – a memorial of God’s 

authority and choice

 The tablets – a memorial of God’s laws.



Memorials in the Bible

 The Passover

 Exodus 12:14 – instituted as Israel prepared to 
exit Egypt.  Between the 9th & 10th plagues. 

 Blood was shed and a meal prepared without 
leaven and prepared to leave. 

 A perpetual remembrance throughout their 
generations.

 It served as a memorial that God CAN save His 
people. 



Memorials in the Bible

 Crossing the Jordan

 Joshua 4:4-7 – 12 stones were to be gathered 

by men from each tribe and set up as a memorial 

in Canaan after they crossed over.  

 It served as a reminder that God had kept His 

word by giving them the land.  He is able to both 

deliver and sustain. 

 When children asked their meaning, opportunity 

was presented to explain and teach about God.



Memorials in the Bible

 Mary and the alabaster flask of oil

 Matthew 26:13 – Days before the crucifixion, Mary 

anoints the feet of Jesus with a very costly oil (26:6-

12). 

 His disciples are critical of her calling it a waste.

 Jesus described it as preparation for His burial.

 Note our verse.  To this day, we mention her because 

she is recorded in scripture. 

 God expects of us only what we are capable of doing.



Memorials in the Bible

 The First day of the week

 Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 – We meet 

on Sundays because of the examples we find in 

scripture.  

 Why Sunday?  It reminds us of:

 1) Putting God first

 2) The day Jesus arose – our hope

 3) The day the church began – Pentecost was 

always on a Sunday (Leviticus 23:15-16)



Memorials in the Bible

 The Lord’s Supper

 Luke 22:19, 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 – 

“Do this in remembrance of Me” – remembering 

Him gives us hope.

 Remembering Him every Sunday is a frequent 

reminder. 



Memorials in the Bible

 The Lord’s Supper

 Consider the following about memorials: 

 1) We honor Jesus because He was willing to die for 
us – 1 Timothy 1:16-17, John 5:23, 
 Philippians 2:9-11

 2) We remember what He did and why – He explained 
it as He instituted the Lord’s supper - Luke 22:19, 
Matthew 26:26-29

 3) We teach about this – with songs, scripture and 
short messages.



Memorials in the Bible

 The Lord’s Supper

 Consider the following about memorials: 

 4) We help others understand its significance – by 
describing what He did and following His 
prescribed pattern 

 5) We encourage people to think as we partake – 
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 – worthy manner

 6) This memorial OUGHT to produce gratitude – 
because of forgiveness found in His blood.



Memorials in the Bible

 The Lord’s Supper

 Consider the following about memorials: 

 7) It brings us together – Acts 20:7, 

  cf. 1 Corinthians 11:20-23, 10:16-17

 8) It can provide closure – hope as we ponder the 

hopelessness of this life.  We proclaim His death 

till He comes - 1 Corinthians 11:26 



Concluding thoughts:

 Memorials are good and meaningful

 Our society would be better if they would 

consider the meanings behind many of our 

holidays. 

 And if that is true materially, how much MORE so 

would it be spiritually? 

Let us pause to remember WHY we are here!  As 

often as we can! 
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How are you remembering 

Jesus?
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Let us pray!
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