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My purpose - Reminder

» This year, | am preaching through the calendar -
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we
find on our calendars.

» This is not about observing these days as the
church. But typically, what we see on the
calendar causes us to reflect on what certain days
are about.

» Today we address “Mother’s Day”




» Mother’s Day is observed on the 2" Sunday in May, by
many countries of the world.

» It began in America on May 10, 1908.

» It was originated by Anna Jarvis in Grafton, WV and
also observed in Philadelphia, PA that year. She
desired to honor her mother (and mothers), Ann
Jarvis, a peace activist during the 1800s. One of her
intents was to reunite families after the civil war.

» [t was made an official American holiday on May 8,
1914 by the U.S. congress.




» |t is typically observed with flowers, gifts and
cards and other acts of recognition (phone calls,
restaurants, attending services with their
mothers, etc.).

» Of note, Anna was vehemently opposed to the
commercialization of the day. She simply wanted
it as a day for mothers to be recognized by their
family.




» While Mother’s Day, like every other holiday, is
not in the Bible, there much to be said about
mothers.

» In this lesson, that will be our focus.




The Bible and godly mothers

» We need mothers.
Without mothers, we would not be here.

All are descendants of Adam and Eve (“living”)
Genesis 3:20

» Motherhood is a blessing from God and part of
His plans, Psalm 127:3, Cf. Genesis 1:28




The Bible and godly mothers

» Typically, mothers love and cherish their
children (and are loved by them)
This love is beyond description and often

includes sacrifice
Cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:7, Isaiah 49:15, 66:13,
John 16:21, etc.

» A mother’s love is natural (as a rule, though sadly
there are exceptions - 2 Timothy 3:3, Romans
1:31 - “unloving”)




The Bible and godly mothers

» Mothers have a purpose

» 1 Timothy 2:15 — a crucial role in the home.
She understands and fulfills her role.

» Titus 2:5, 1 Timothy 5:14 - she is a homemaker
(manages the house)




The Bible and godly mothers
» Mothers have a purpose

» NOTE: Should a mother choose to stay home and
manage the house, that is NO less important as a
contributor to society. She is recognized by God for
this!

» Stats - in 2024, ~74% of mothers participated in the

work force. 68.3% of married mothers with children
under 6 & 78% with youngest child 6-17.

» Do NOT think that a mother at home does not work!
» Proverbs 14:1, the wise woman builds her house...




The Bible and godly mothers

» Mothers are to be honored

» Ephesians 6:1-3 (cf. Exodus 20:12) - honor you
father and mother

» Proverbs 1:8-9, 6:20, 23:22-25

» Proverbs 31:10-31 describes the virtuous
woman. Vs. 28-29 note that “Her children rise
up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he
praises her.”




Godly mothers in the Bible

» How are godly mothers described in scripture?
In addition to the above passages, we have

examples of godly mothers in scripture (and a few
ungodly mothers).

Examining their lives, we find qualities that are
pleasing to God.




Godly mothers in the Bible

» Jochebed

» Exodus 2:1-10 (Num. 26:59) — Mother of Moses. He was
hidden for 3 months and then found by Pharaoh’s daughter
who took him as her son. Jochebed became his “nurse
maid”. She would raise and teach Him in Pharaoh’s
household.

» She demonstrates the protection of a mother.
Willing to sacrifice to save her child.

» Godly mothers protect their children - food, clothing,
discipline, educating, etc.

» Godly mothers help shape the future - she found a way to
keep teaching. Proverbs 22:6

» Godly mothers have faith - Hebrews 11:23




Godly mothers in the Bible

» Hannah

» 1 Samuel 1:10-12 — mother of Samuel. She was
barren and prayed to God and vowed if she was given
a child, he would be dedicated to God. He answered
her prayers. She kept her word. (vs. 28)

» Godly mothers pray for their children. James 5:16,
1 John 5:14-15 - concerned about the physical and
spiritual well being.

» Godly mothers keep their word - she made a promise to
God and kept it. Children need to see godly parents that
keep their word & are faithful (with integrity and virtue)




Godly mothers in the Bible

» Lois and Eunice

» 2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15 - Grandmother and mother of
Timothy. Acts 16:1 - we are introduced to Timothy. They
instilled faith in him (his father was a Greek and likely an
unbeliever).

» Godly mothers seek to instill their faith in their children.
Not only do they SHOW godliness, they teach it.
Proverbs 22:6

» Godly mothers instill godly values EARLY.

» Godly mothers are godly, even in less than ideal
circumstances (e.g., Timothy’s father a Greek)
A single mother can instill faith (though more challenging)




Godly mothers in the Bible

» Mary, mother of Jesus

» A unique example of a mother. She conceived
miraculously (Luke 2:26-27, Matthew 1:24-
25)

We see some of her work in Luke 2:41-52




Godly mothers in the Bible

» Mary, mother of Jesus

» Godly mothers faithfully submit to God’s will. As
with Hannah, Mary obeyed God.
This is true even when unpleasant (e.g.,
discipline)

» Godly mothers instill godly values in their
children - Luke 2:51-52

» Godly mothers stand with their children through
the good and bad times, doing what is best. She
was there till the end (cf. John 19:25-27)
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The call of motherhood is
both honorable and
demanding.
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found in scripture, clearly
our mothers are worthy of

honor. And let it be MORE
than once a year!
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~ ‘What does your mother
o mean to you?
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Let us pray!
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