
Concerns of Christians in 
the Summer



• We know that as Christians, our faith is to be 
THE priority of our lives (including God & Jesus).

• Jesus is Lord of everything we do and 
everywhere we go and at all times.   

• Being a Christian is not like a piece of clothing 
you put on and take off.

• As the end of school approaches, vacation 
season begins and the temperatures rise, there  
are things we need to think about as Christians. 
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Learning from our Calendar (Supplement)

This year, I have been preaching “Sermons from 

the calendar”.

 On June 20, 2025 summer will begin.  It is 

recorded on the calendar, BUT I did not want to 

wait until then to present this lesson, because 

the activities of summer are upon us now.

 Let us remind ourselves of some potential sins 

associated with summer time. 



Concerns with Modesty

•  Perhaps our most prevalent concern is deciding 
what to wear. 

•  As the weather warms up, the amount of clothing 
we wear decreases.  While this is natural, we must 
still consider if what we are wearing is appropriate 
as a Christian.



Concerns with Modesty

•  Modesty – “well ordered, well behaved, discreet” 
(Bullinger)
 “well arranged, seemly, modest” (Thayer)

•  The intended meaning is to not draw undue 
attention to ourselves, with either too much or too 
little clothing. 

•  Modesty is found only in 1 Timothy 2:9.  

•  The Greek word is found twice (also 1 Tim. 3:2 – 
“of good behavior”, “respectable – NASU)



Concerns with Modesty

•  Consider 1 Timothy 2:8-10, which gives us 
several words to help us understand modesty in 
what we wear. 

•  “In like manner” – tied to holiness in previous verse

•  Adorn – “to make neat, orderly, arranged”.  Related 
to the word for world (kosmos).  God created and 
ordered the world (and what we should wear)



Concerns with Modesty

•  Consider 1 Timothy 2:8-10. 

•  Apparel – modest describes this word.   It is about 
what we wear.  Greek scholars often associated this 
word with deportment or one’s demeanor. 1 Peter 
3:5 – adornment – who we are within.

•  Propriety – associated with self-consciousness, 
awareness and reverent.  A sense of shame.  If your 
clothing caused others to stare at you, would you 
blush? 



Concerns with Modesty

•  Consider 1 Timothy 2:8-10. 

•  Moderation – soundness of mind, discretion, 
controlling all inordinate desires.  1 Timothy 

2:15, self-controlled (self-restraint – NASB).  Not 
standing out because of too much/little

•  Proper – distinguished, conspicuous, to stand out, 
to be “fitting” (for women professing godliness), are 
you willing to “stand out” as godly? 



Concerns with Modesty

•  Consider 1 Timothy 2:8-10. 

•  Combining these terms, Paul is clear that the way 
we dress is a reflection of who we are and HOW we 
desire to be perceived by others.  
Further, he is clear that the world should NOT 
dictate our standard of modesty.  



Concerns with Modesty

•  Clothing communicates

•  In 1 Timothy 2:8-10, Paul’s primary focus is 
overdressing to be seen (also 1 Peter 3:3-4).  

•  Exodus 39 – the priestly garments

•  James 2:2-3 – status – wealthy or poor

•  Proverbs 7:10 – the “attire of a harlot”



Concerns with Modesty

•  Clothing communicates

•  In Matthew 22:11-13, orderliness for occasion. 
Parable of the wedding feast.  An attendee did not have 
on proper clothing (demonstrated disrespect)

•  Matthew 23:5 – Pharisees, wore items to be seen by 
others

•  Deuteronomy 22:5 – gender appropriate

•  The point: What we wear communicates to others,    
  WHETHER that is our intent or not! 



Concerns with Modesty

•  ARE there standards I ought to follow?

•  Some argue that the Bible doesn’t give a standard for the 
length of a dress.  There ARE principles that we can use!

•  Genesis 2:25 – Adam & Eve were “naked” before they 
sinned, and not ashamed.  Can mean completely or mostly 
unclothed (insufficient - cf. Job 24:7, 10) 

•  Genesis 3:7-10 – after they sinned, they knew they were 
naked (exposed).  Covered their parts with fig leaves.  Still 
considered “naked”

•  Genesis 3:21 – God made a tunic to clothe them – a robe 
   (“long, shirt-like garment – TWOT).  Shoulder to knees.



Concerns with Modesty

•  ARE there standards I ought to follow?

• Exodus 20:26, 28:42 – Priests & steps.  Also 
“linen trousers” to cover their nakedness.

•  Isaiah 47:1-3, Ezek. 23:8-10, Revelation 
3:18 – indicated shame – humiliated and exposed

•  Proverbs 7:10 – the attire of a harlot.  NOTE: 
Society often views wearing less and more 
seductive than what a harlot would wear as 
acceptable. 



Concerns with Modesty

•  ARE there standards I ought to follow?

•  John 21:7, 13:4 – a time and place for “exposure”.  

•  Putting these together, your can see that a good rule 
would be from the top of your torso to the knees.  We 
MUST be concerned about holiness & reverence.  
Also consider tightness & transparency of what we wear.  

•  Also, MEN are NOT exempt from standards of modesty.



The temptation to lust

•  WE have not addressed WHY modesty is important. 

•  1 John 2:16 – Lust is sinful. 

•  We ought to be concerned about provoking others 
toward lust. 

•  Matthew 5:28 warns about looking at a woman to 
lust.  The one who lusts sins, but that does not excuse 
one who takes no thought about how their appearance 
might provoke others (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:12-13)



The temptation to lust

•  Because of society’s lack of regard for modesty, 
especially in the summer, temptations are increased.  

•  Do you go places where you are more tempted? E.g., 
crowded beaches, pools, parties, etc. 

•  Philippians 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatever things 
are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things 
are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is 
any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—   
  meditate on these things.



Not taking God on vacation

•  Summer is “vacation time”.

•  Rest is good and needed – Mark 6:30-32.  Heaven is 
described as a place of rest – Revelation 14:13

•  WHEN you are making plans, do you consider God? 
  Matthew 6:33, Luke 9:23

- Assembling – Hebrews 10:24-25, Acts 20:7

- Your contribution – 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, 

   2 Corinthians 9:6-7
-  Informing the leaders/congregation



How will you use your time

•  Summer gives more time for leisure (for some) – 
school’s out, vacations, longer days, better weather.

•  Ephesians 5:15-16, Colossians 4:5 – we are to 
redeem our time.  Do NOT leave God out of your 
schedule.

•  Idleness – 2 Thessalonians 3:11
 Proverbs 18:9, 13:4, 19:15, 31:27, etc.

•  Will you use some of your free time to grow     
 spiritually?

•  Are you using idle time to go places you should not?



Concluding thoughts:

•  In times past, some have called summertime “the 
next-to-nothing season” because:
  People wear “next to nothing”
  Give “next to nothing”
  Do “next to nothing”

•  Sin is always sin! We can be guilty of these sins at 
any time of the year, but during the summer time, 
the risk is greater.
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Learning from our Calendar (Supplement)

•Think about these things as you make your 
summer plans.  
  And when you notice, on June 20th, 
“beginning of summer”, remember that Jesus 
is STILL to be the Lord of your life – all day, 
every day throughout the year. 



Is God in your summer 
plans?



Let us pray!
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