Journey Through the Bible (40)

Infroduction to
Judges

Judges 1-3




Opening thoughts

« We are beginning the 8™ of 17 time periods
of Bible history — the period of the judges.

* This records the beginning of darker times for
Israel. They have seftled in the land and the
“roller coaster” of faithfulness will begin (or
resume If you consider their wilderness
wanderings).




Opening thoughts)

* The book of judges Is about a period of time
where Israel was delivered by “judges’”. There
are 14 (of 15) judges recorded In the book.

« The period is recorded in Judges, Ruth & 1
Samuel 1-8. It ends with Saul anointed king.

« Judges were not judicial advocates, but
deliverers from oppressors. They helped God
‘judge” these oppressors.
This iIs one sense in which we read of God judging
nations & people.



Opening thoughts

* The period of the judges lasts between 300-
450 years.

« Acts 13:20 records the period as 450 years
(What is included in this is uncertain —
From entering the land - King Saule)

* The 14 judges recorded totaled ~450 years of
fime, but it Is likely that some of these judges
overlapped, as some of the oppressions were
ikely local (especially later).

* Theme verse —Judges 21:25



| Our text —Judges 1-3
« Judges 1 records some conqguests that take
place after the death of Joshua. (There is

some overlap with Joshua).

 Nofe Deuteronomy 7:20-26. YHWH
promised deliverance but placed conditions
— remain faithful, destroy the idols of the land.

e 1:1-4 - Judah is recorded as the first fribe to
continue to cleanse their land. They enlist the
help of Simeon (inheritance within Judah).




Our text — Judges 1-3

 Judges 1:4-7 — they defeat Adoni-Bezek
» 1:8 — fought against Jerusalem and took it.

» 1:9-20 - further conqguests within Judah (failed
to drive out inhabitants in the lowland because
of chariofts), including Caleb’s inheritance
repeated
Includes congquering Askelon, Gaza and Ekron
(Phillistine cities)

 NOTE: Judah, as a tribe remains faithful to YHWH
longer than the rest of Israel (135+ years more)




Our text — Judges 1-3

* Judges 1:21 - Benjamin did not drive out the
Jebusites from Jerusalem.

* Recall 1:8 — Judah tfook Jerusalem
* |s this a contradiction?¢ (See also Joshua 15:63)
* | could describe different parts of the city

* |t could describe different efforts (Judah did
subdue the city, but Jebusites moved back in
and were not driven out, though likely put under
tribute).




Our text —Judges 1-3y
a

« Judges 1:22-26 - successful efforts by the

house of Joseph (Bethel)

 They conqguer Bethel with the help of a man
from the city.




Our text —Judges 1-3)
—

« Judges 1:27-36 —records failures to drive
out enemies
- 4 tfribes mentioned — Manasseh, Ephraim,
/ebulun & Asher.
- Inhabitants were subdued and put under
fribute (likely, they kept their idolatrous gods)
- Amorites force children of Dan Into
mountains

*NOTE: They could have finished the job if they
were willing 1o put forth the effort




,, Our text —Judges 1-3
—

o Tgudges 2:1-3 — the Angel of the LORD appeared to
em.

 He reminds them of the covenant and His promise 1o
never break It.

» But, they had failed to obey His voice (perform their
part of the covenant)
NOTE: A covenant always involves multiple parties
and usuadlly includes conditions.

» Vs. 3, Therefore YHWH would no longer drive out the
Inhabitants. See Numbers 33:55, Joshua 23:12-13.

* vs. 4-6 — the people wept and sacrificed to the
HOIND,




Our text —Judges 1-3)

« Judges 2:6-9 - Joshua’s death is reviewed.
Possibly the rebuke by YHWH came before his
death.

NOTE vs. 7 — tThe people served YHWH all the
days of Joshua and the elders of his
generation.

» Vs. 10, Another generation arose that did
not know the LORD nor His works.
This becomes the foundation of Judges




Our text —Judges 1-3)
p—

« Judges 2:11-23 - Describes the recurring cycle
of this period.
11-13 - Israel did evil and served gods
14-15 - YHWH delivered them into the hands of
oppPressors
15 - "they were greatly distressed” — repentance
16-19 - YHWH would raise a judge to deliver
them
19 - There would be peace until that judge died

* The process would begin again.
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Our text —Judges 1-3)
p—
« Judges 2:20-23 - Further elaborates on this
cycle and how Israel broke their covenant

with YHWH.

» 3:1-6 - Describes nations that were left to
“test Israel by them” to know whether Israel
would obey YHWH.

5-6 — Israel did NOT obey YHWH, but

iInfermarried and served their gods




Lessons to Considerp

Work together

» Judah asked Simeon to help
Likely many failures were because they did
not “team up” to finish the job.

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 — we, the church,
are like a body

 Ephesians 4:16

 Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 — betterwith 2 or o
"three-told chord”




Lessons To Consider

You have to finish the job
* [srael talled to complete the instructed task

 When we start something, we are not done
until it 1Is TOTALLY completed!

e If you have sin in your life, you must
COMPLETELY drive it out —
2 Corinthians 10:3-5

» Galatians 6:9 — don’'f grow weary...




Lessons To Considern

When God makes conditions, we respect
them

* [srael broke the covenant. God did nofl
e Boundaries — 1 Corinthians 4:6



| Lessons to Consider
— ° e o
Are you leaving a spiritual legacye

» Judges 2:10. Israel falled to keep the
INstfructions of Moses — Deut. 6:4-9

« Are we more interested in a material legacy
rather than a spirifual legacy?¢
Ephesians 6:4
Cf. 2 Timothy 1:5, 3:15

* The future of the church depends upon our
willingness to ground the next generation as
to what we do AND why!




Lessons To Consider

How thorough is your repentance

* The cycle of judges shows repentance, but it
IS short lived. They revert to their sinful
oractices, and usually more intense.

« Genuine repentance must take place in the
heart and be thorough!
2 Corinthians 7:9-11.
Cf. Acts 19:19 - in Ephesus, they burned
thelr books of witchcraft.




Are we tfaithfully serving God¢
(Individually and as His church)




Let us pray!
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