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Thoughts about heaven

• Heaven is a real place

• It is not so fictional place preachers use to gain 

followers and give false hope

(Just as hell is not a fictional place to 

scare/bully people into submission)

• You cannot believe the Bible and see heaven as 

anything but a real place



Thoughts about heaven

• Heaven is a real place

• Jesus described it as a real place – 

  John 14:1-3

• Hebrews 11:9-10, 13-16 – Abraham, waited 

for a city

• 1 Peter 1:3-5 – an inheritance, incorruptible 

and undefiled



Thoughts about heaven

• It is our motivation for faithful living 

• We sing about heaven often (Colossians 3:16)
We live sacrificial, and possibly troubled lives, and 
continue to endure – because we believe in 
something better.

• 2 Corinthians 5:1-2

• Philippians 3:7-11 (3:20)

• Matthew 6:19-21

• Philippians 3:12-14 – heaven is our goal

• 2 Peter 3:13 – new heavens and a new earth



Thoughts about heaven

• It is our reward

• 2 Timothy 4:7-8, the “crown of 

righteousness” 

• Hebrews 11:26, Moses, “looked to the 

reward”

• 1 Corinthians 9:24, Run to obtain “the 

prize”

• Matthew 5:12 



How is heaven described?

• Heaven is spiritual

• John 18:36, “My kingdom is not of this 

world.”

• The parables often described aspects of heaven 

& “the kingdom of heaven” – Matthew 13:24, 

31, 33, 44-45, 47, etc. 

We find heaven’s intrinsic value, influence and 

inhabitants.



How is heaven described?

• Paradise

• 2 Corinthians 12:4, Paul “likely” caught up 

to Paradise (παράδεισος, paradeisos). 

• Found 3x in NT– Luke 23:43 & 

 Revelation 2:7 

Also the LXX, “garden” of Eden – 

Genesis 2:8-9 (27x, with 12x in Gen. 2-3)

• Reference to a garden with trees, a park. 



How is heaven described?

• Better

• Heaven is a place, better than anywhere on 

earth.

• The book of Hebrews, “ better” 

Hebrews 10:34, 11:16, 40 



How is heaven described?

• Eternal reward

• James 4:14, our lives here are a vapor.
2 Peter 3:10-11 – this world will be dissolved

• Matthew 25:46, 
1 Peter 1:3-4 – to an inheritance, 
incorruptible that does not fade away

•  1 John 2:24-25 – promise – eternal life
 Romans 6:22 – your fruit to holiness, and 
the end, everlasting life



How is heaven described?

• A place of rest and peace

• In a world filled with trouble and unrest, busyness 

and chaos, we look forward to times of rest. 

God created our bodies for about 1/3 of the day to 

rest 

• John 9:4, while on earth, we need to work.

• But it is often “vanity” – Ecclesiastes 2:17-23

• Revelation 14:13, 2 Thessalonians 1:7 – 

heaven, a place of rest



How is heaven described?

• A place where there will be no… 

• Revelation 21:4, tears, death, sorrow, crying nor 
pain

• Revelation 21:27, anything that causes an 
abomination 

• Revelation 22:3, no more curse

• Revelation 22:5, no night there

• 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Galatians 5:19-21 – 
those who live ungodly and unrepentant lives

•  No need for locks, alarms, insurance, safes, etc.



How is heaven described?

• Where God is

• Finally, we will see and spend eternity with our 
Creator and God. 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:17, always with the Lord

• Revelation 21:22-23 – God & the Lamb are 
its temple

• Revelation 22:3-4– the throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it.  We will see His face…

• 1 John 3:2-3 – we will see Him as He is



How is heaven described?

• A place where righteousness dwells

• Righteousness will be the identifier – being 
right with God.

• 2 Peter 3:13, new heavens and a new earth 
where righteousness dwells. 

• We will be with our righteous God and serve 
Him forever.

• Also, the faithful, righteous of all history will 
be there.



When someone asks, “Why should 

I obey the gospel?” 

Heaven as our eternal reward is 

the ultimate reason.

“If you miss heaven, you miss all 

there is!”



Do you want to go to 

heaven?

Have you obeyed the 

gospel?



Let us pray!
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