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My purpose - Reminder

» This year, | am preaching through the calendar -
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we
find on our calendars.

» This is not about observing these days as the
church. But typically, what we see on the
calendar causes us to reflect on what certain days
are about.

» Today we address “Father’s Day”. What does the
Bible say about fathers?
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» Father’s day is observed the 3" Sunday in June
each year.

» While not receiving the same recognition as
Mother’s Day, it is a day when children pause to
honor their fathers.

» Father’s day was first observed in 1910 in
Washington State (2 years after Mother’s Day was
nationally recognized). Credited to Sonora Smart

Dodd, one of 6 children raised by a single dad.
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Father’s Day

» In 1916, Woodrow Wilson wanted to make it a
national holiday but it was resisted by congress.

» 1924, President Calvin Coolidge urged states to
observe the day, but still not federally recognized.

» 1966, LB Johnson issued a proclamation establishing
the 34 Sunday in June Father’s Day

» 1972, Richard Nixon signed a proclamation making it
a national holiday.

» The slow acceptance was partially due to
commercialization.
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Father’s Day

» The day is observed what gifts for fathers and phone
calls or time with fathers.

» According to the National Retail Federation, in 2024,
$22 Billion was spent on Father’s Day.

» For many, this day is not a good memory because of
broken homes and absent fathers. Sources say about
25% of children in America grow up without their
biological father in the home.

» There are godly fathers and they are recognized in
God’s word. That is our intent with this lesson.
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God’s Intention for Fathers

» The Greek word for Father (matnp, pater) is
from a root, (pa),that means protector, upholder,
nourisher. (Thayer, Vines)

» Fathers are the progenitors of life.

- Contrary to what society wants to
acknowledge, you need a male to bring a child
into the world. That male becomes the biological
father.

» It was God’s intention that husbands & wives

produce children - Genesis 1:28
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God’s Intention for Fathers \

» Fathers are the progenitors of life.

» Typically children learn and inherit the traits of
their father (and mother) - cf. Genesis 5:3

» Children also need spiritual fathers

» Ephesians 6:4, Colossians 3:21 -
approachable and reasonable.

» Proverbs 22:6
» Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (masculine verbs)
»pJoshua 24:15
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God’s Intention for Fathers \

» Fathers are the progenitors of life.

» Studies consistently show that when a father is
present and faithful in attendance and serving
God, children are exponentially more likely to
also attend and serve God




God’s Intention for Fathers \

» Fathers are to provide for their families

» God intended that fathers be the primary
providers for a family

» Genesis 2:15, 3:17 — responsible to work
» 1 Timothy 5:8, 16

» Ephesians 6:4 - spiritual providers
Psalm 78:3-7, cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12




God’s Intention for Fathers \

» Fathers are to provide for their families

» Matthew 5:16 — a godly example worthy of
imitation

» Hebrews 12:5-11 - discipline

» Protection from the elements, evil men &
influences, including Satan.
Home ought to be a place where we can let
down our guard (with boundaries) because it is

secure. A godly home will be filled with evidence
of Him.
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Godly Fathers in Scripture
» Noah

» Genesis 6:8-10 — he was righteous in his
generation. He obeys God’s commands

» Hebrews 11:7 - while not successful in saving
the world, he DID save his family.




Godly Fathers in Scripture \

» Abraham - a father of faith

» Hebrews 11:8-19 - He trusted God and his
faith kept growing.

» He set an example of that faith

» Provided for his family, including his nephew Lot
& Ishmael

» Genesis 18:19 - the LORD speaks with him
» He built a lasting heritage in Isaac & Jacob
» Proverbs 13:22 - this is true spiritually also
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Godly Fathers in Scripture

» Job - a man of prayer

» Job 1:5 — He cared about his children and
prayed for them and did what he could to ensure
their standing with God.




Godly Fathers in Scripture \

» Zechariah - father of John

» Luke 1:63 — a name given by God.

But not just “on paper”. John had a task, and
likely Zechariah was chosen because he would
help John prepare

» Luke 1:6 - both he and Elizabeth were
righteous before God




Godly Fathers in Scripture \

» Joseph - father of Jesus

» He helped raise and protect Jesus, at least

through His early teens

Matthew 1:19, 24-25 - married Mary anyway,
named Him Jesus

2:13-23 - fled to Egypt and settled in
Nazareth

13:55 - known as “the carpenter’s son”
Luke 2:41-42, 48 - at age 12
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Godly Fathers in Scripture \

» Father of the Prodigal

» Luke 15:11-32 - he NEVER stopped caring for his son
after he left.

» Representative of God, our spiritual Father
- He adopted us - Ephesians 1:5
- He provides for us - Matthew 7:11
- He disciplines us - Hebrews 12:5-11
- He protects us - 2 Cor. 1:3, Romans 8:35-39, etc.
- A promised inheritance - 1 Peter 1:3-4, Rom 8:16-17

» Godly fathers, by their example, help us understand
God!




Responsibility of children to their father \

» Ephesians 6:1-3 - honor and obey your parents

» Proverbs 1:8 — fathers (and mothers) know
more than most children think.
A father is due respect and consideration of his
advice

» Proverbs 23:24 - bring joy. The father of the
righteous will greatly rejoice, and he who begets
a wise child will delight in him.

» 1 Timothy 5:3-4, 8, 16 - care for them in
later life (cf. Matthew 15:3-6)




Concluding thoughts:

» It is good to take time to honor and remember
fathers

» |F they have been there for you, be thankful
both to them and God.

» The greatest honor you can show your parents is
to be faithful to God yourself. That has rewards
that will extend beyond this life.

» And that should NOT only be one day each year.
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- What does your father mean
o to you?
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Let us pray!
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