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My purpose - Reminder

» This year, | am preaching through the calendar -
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we
find on our calendars.

» This is not about observing these days as the
church. But typically, what we see on the
calendar causes us to reflect on what that day is
about

» This coming Friday, July 4th, is Independence Day.
What can we learn from God’s word based on this
day?




» Independence Day is an American (U.S.) holiday
celebrating the day the Declaration of

Independence was signed and formalized on July
4, 1776.

» At that time, in America there were 13 colonies
subject to England. Because of taxation and
other controls, the colonies formally declared
their independence from England and our nation
was born.




» Independence Day is typically observed with
fireworks (legal and illegal), family & community
gatherings, parades, etc.

» |t is worthy of note that this nation was founded
on Biblical principles, though far from perfect.

» The day was also founded with great sacrifice
and cost.

» Today | want to address our freedom in Christ.




Our Freedom in Christ

» Freedom/liberty defined - means that one is not
bound; freedom to go where one wants.

» We need freedom from the bondage of sin.

» 2 Timothy 2:26 - taken captive by the snare
of the devil.

» John 8:34 - whoever commits sin is a slave of
S1n

» Romans 6:16-18 - slaves of sin leads to death




Our Freedom in Christ

» The only solution to our bondage is found in Jesus

» Throughout scripture Jesus is described as our
Savior.

» Acts 4:12 — salvation only in Him

» 1 John 4:14 - the Father sent the Son as Savior
of the world

» Ephesians 5:23 - He is the Savior of the body.

» Luke 19:10 - He came “to seek and save that
which was lost.”




Our Freedom in Christ

» Jesus has delivered us from bondage
» Colossians 1:13 — delivered us from darkness

» 1 John 3:8 - Jesus was manifested to destroy
the works of the devil

» 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 - victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ




Our Freedom in Christ

» |t was accomplished through the cross
» Galatians 1:3-4 — He gave Himself for our sins

» Hebrews 2:14-15 - He became flesh and blood
that through His death He might destroy the power
of the devil




Our Freedom in Christ

» We enjoy freedom in Him

» John 8:36 (31-36) — He would give real and
lasting freedom

» Romans 6:3-7 - this occurs when we obey the
gospel (finalized in baptism).




What does freedom mean to you and me?

» We must cherish our freedom in Christ

» Am | truly grateful for what Jesus did to give us
freedom?

» Romans 6:17 - “God be thanked...
» 1 Corinthians 15:57 - “Thanks be to God...”

» Do we “celebrate” our freedom in Him?




What does freedom mean to you and me?

» We must understand that freedom is not free

» The independence of the U.S. came at a great
cost. Lives were lost for freedom.

» Similarly, the cost of spiritual freedom is NOT free
» John 15:13 - He laid down His life for us

» 1 Timothy 2:6, Titus 2:14 - He gave Himself
to redeem us

» What cost are we willing to pay for our freedom?




What does freedom mean to you and me?

» Freedom from bondage of sin means we become slaves
of righteousness

» Romans 6:18, 22-23

» NOTE: When we think of slavery we think of a dark
part of America’s (and the world) history. Men were
taken against their will and treated as property.

» - That describes the bondage of Satan - 2 Timothy
2:26

» - Jesus frees us from his captivity, but we become His
slaves/servants, BUT there is a difference!




What does freedom mean to you and me?

» Freedom from bondage of sin means we become slaves
of righteousness

» There is a difference between the bondage of Satan
and service to Jesus

» - Jesus cares about our well being
- Matthew 11:28-30

» He protects us and treats us as family

» Our “enslavement” is VOLUNTARY - we choose to serve
Him

» He paid the price showing His care -

2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 3:18, 2:24, etc.




What does freedom mean to you and me?
» We must be followers of truth
» John 8:31-32 - the truth shall make you free

» Freedom/liberty in Him does NOT mean we can
do whatever we want - Colossians 3:17




What does freedom mean to you and me?

» We must stand firm in our freedoms

» Galatians 5:1 — we stand fast in the liberty in
which we were called.

» Luke 9:62, Hebrews 10:35-39 - Our
commitment to Him is for life

» Understand that if we walk away the latter end is
worse than the beginning - 2 Peter 2:20




What does freedom mean to you and me?

» We ought to serve others

» Galatians 5:13-14 - through love serve one
another

» 1 Peter 2:15-16 - we do not use our liberty as a
cloak for vice

» 1 Corinthians 9:19 - Paul made himself a
servant to all that he might win some (19-23)




What does freedom mean to you and me?

» Do not forget where your true citizenship is
» Philippians 3:20-21 - our citizenship is in
heaven

» Colossians 3:1-2 - set your mind on things
above




Concluding thoughts

» Thus we can see the spiritual significance of
independence.

» The U.S., even with its flaws & failures is still the envy
gf the world. It is because of the freedoms we do
ave.

» BUT, our freedoms in this country is NOTHING
compared to our freedom in Christ. And while on earth
we might have to sacrifice and suffer for Him, in the
end, we WILL finally appreciate our freedom in Him

» Galatians 4:6-7 - you are no longer a slave, but a
son.
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‘We can only enjoy our”
freedom if we are IN Him.
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‘Has He made you free?
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Let us pray!
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