
“What Must I Do To 

Be Saved?”

Acts 16:30



What must I do to be saved?

 From time to time, we address this 
statement, and we should because it has a 
bearing on our eternity.

 We also need to be prepared to answer 
when others ask this question 
(cf. 1 Peter 3:15)

 The question was asked by the jailer in 
Philippi in Acts 16:30, (25-32)

 Today, we want to analyze the question



What must I do to be saved?

 What – An inquiry seeking to understand 

something. 

The inquirer understands that something 

needs to be done.  So he asks. 

 Must – an imperative declaration.  

There is a realization something has to be 

done. It is not a suggestion or option. 
Hebrews 11:6, John 3:5-7, Acts 4:12, 

5:29 (ought), 2 Corinthians 5:10 



What must I do to be saved?

 I – this is personal.  What I need to do.  Others 
cannot do this for me. 
Yes God has done His part, and others may be 

instrumental in bringing you to this point, but I 
need to do something. 

 Acts 2:37-38, “What shall we do?”
“Repent and let every one of you be 

baptized…”

Philippians 2:12, work out your own salvation.

 Romans 14:10-12, John 5:28-29 - Judgment



What must I do to be saved?

 Do – calls for action.  I need to do 

something. 

 While God is the prime factor in our 
salvation - Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 2:11, 

etc. 

 He has placed conditions.  We have to do 

something! 

IT is not about feelings, wishing or being 

passive.



What must I do to be saved?

 Do – calls for action.  I need to do 

something. 

Matthew 19:16, the rich, young ruler.

 Faith without works - James 2:14-17, 

Matthew 7:21-23

 Hebrews 5:9 – obey Him

 The Bible is a book of action.  
E.g., Philippians 2:12, Ephesians 2:10



What must I do to be saved?

 To be – expectation if we comply with what 

we are told. 
Also, it is not YET received. 



What must I do to be saved?

 Saved – rescued.

 Acts 16 – the jailer knew he needed to do 

something.  AND that Paul and Silas had the 

answer. 

 The foundation of the Bible is salvation 

(man’s redemption).  It is our goal

 Titus 2:11

 Matthew 16:26



What is implied by the question?

 That I am lost and need to be saved

 Romans 3:23, 6:23 – the wages of sin is death

 That I WANT to be saved.

The desire has to be there.  One can know he is 

lost and not care (enough)

I must be willing to take whatever steps are 

required.

 Did the rich, young ruler REALLY want to be 
saved? His response says no.



What is implied by the question?

 That I am capable of knowing what my part 

is

 I can know what God wants me to do.

 God’s word was not written to exclude the 

common man.  It is understandable. 

 Romans 1:16, Hebrews 4:12

 Acts 2:37 – on Pentecost, they 

understood!



What is implied by the question?

 That I am capable of knowing what my part 
is

 Ephesians 5:17 – a command to 
understand

 This does not mean everything will be easy 
to understand, but with work…  Acts 17:11

 NOTE: This question would exclude infants 
and children incapable of understanding, 
Cf. Acts 16:32-34 – all his household



What is implied by the question?

 That I have a part in my salvation.

 Ephesians 2:8-9 – God’s grace is His part, 

“faith” is inclusive of my part. 

 Too many today believe that we do nothing -

except believe. They reason that if we act, we 

nullify or lessen God’s saving grace.  

 The Bible is a book of action! We see that with 

examples of conversion throughout Acts



What is implied by the question?

 Finally, I must do my part

 Knowledge without action leaves us 
incomplete (cf. James 2:14-20, 24).

 Until we “obey the gospel”, we are not 
saved – cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:8, 

Romans 10:16



The question answered

 The question is addressed through 

examples in Acts

 Acts 16:31 – The jailer was told to believe. 

But note 32-34.  “Believe” was an inclusive 

statement.  A “summary introduction”

 Acts 2:37 – “what shall we do?”  2:38-41 –

Peter answered the question.  Repent & be 
baptized… 



The question answered

 The question is addressed through 

examples in Acts

 Acts 9:6 – Saul on the road to Damascus, 

“what do you want me to do?” 
Acts 9:18, 22:16 – told to be baptized

 Acts 10:6 – Peter, “will tell you what you 

must do.”  Acts 10:47-48, 11:14 – Peter 

taught them and they were baptized



The question answered

 The question is addressed through examples in Acts

 One might observe that in each example, they were 
given different instructions. 
Each situation was addressed differently

 ALL obeyed the same gospel.  A closer examination will 
note they all did the same thing.  
(They all believed Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33,
& repented & confessed Jesus).

 No account gives us complete details of everything they 
did.  Nor does any account contradict the others.  

We can conclude that we need to combine the various 
instructions.

 BUT, ALL were baptized! Matthew 28:19-20, 1 Peter 
3:20-21, Romans 6:3-4, Galatians 3:27



What must I do to STAY saved?

 For much of this question, the above analysis 
applies.

 The only word that is different is STAY.  

 Stay implies remaining where you are.  

 Obeying the gospel is just the beginning.  
2 Corinthians 5:7, Romans 6:3-4

 We must remain faithful – Revelation 2:10, 
Hebrews 10:23 (36-39)

 Much of the Bible was written to believers.

The follow-up question 



 “What must I do to be saved?” has life 
altering and eternal ramifications. 

 While ignored by most, all will give an 
account. 

 Yet God wants all to be saved –
1 Timothy 2:3-4, 2 Peter 3:9

 Finding the answer to that question is 
important!

 As we have seen, God’s word gives us the 
answer. 



What have YOU done to 

be saved?



Let us pray!
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