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INTRODUCTION

• [Luke 6:40]: A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone 

who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher

• Jesus in this verse describes some important aspects of the 

relationship between a teacher and his disciples

• From this verse we can glean at least (3) lessons that help us 

appreciate our relationship to Jesus as His disciples



INTRODUCTION

• (3) lessons form Luke 6:40

• #1) A disciple is not above his teacher

The word “above” carries with the idea of being superior to

The name of Jesus is above every name (Phil 2:9)

As disciples of Jesus (The Master Teacher), we are not 

above Him, nor will we ever be

Jesus has perfect knowledge and He lived a perfect life 

Both our knowledge and our lives are imperfect (Rom 3:23)



INTRODUCTION

• (3) lessons form Luke 6:40

• #2) To succeed as a disciple and ultimately reach our full 

potential requires extensive and rigorous training

We must actively and willingly seek the training Jesus 

offers if we are to succeed as His disciples

❖A willingness to learn

Training involves discipline, commitment and sacrifice

❖It does not happen overnight

Training for a disciple of Jesus never ends as long as we 

are alive and have the ability to learn



INTRODUCTION

• (3) lessons form Luke 6:40

• #3) The ultimate goal of every disciple of Jesus should be to 

become more and more like Him

We will never become Jesus, but we can be like Him

In order to be like Jesus, requires at least (2) things

❖#1) It requires we learn and apply His teachings

❖#2) It requires we study His life to learn what He was like

After learning the teachings of Jesus and what He was like, 

we are better equipped to be like/imitate Him (1 Cor 11:1)



INTRODUCTION

• In tonight’s lesson, I want us to take a brief look at the life of 

Jesus, primarily in the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John)

• The goal of our study is to consider (5) of the noteworthy 

attributes of Jesus as recorded in the gospels

• This will serve as a reminder to us how our Lord lived and 

interacted with others while here on earth

• This will also serve as a reminder to us of the types of 

attributes (behaviors) we should be cultivating & displaying in 

our lives as disciples of Jesus, if we want to be like Him

• Let us begin with the first attribute we want to consider



ATTRIBUTE #1) JESUS KNEW WHAT HIS #1 PRIORITY WAS

• From the age of (12), the primary concern of Jesus in life was 

being about His Father’s business (Luke 2:41-50) 

• Frequently during His ministry on earth, Jesus emphasized to 

His listeners He cane to do the His Father’s will and not His 

own (John 6:35-38)

• We see this attribute of Jesus on full display in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, (Matt 26:36-46)

• As Jesus faced death on the cross, He could truthfully and 

confidently say to His Father in prayer He had finished the 

work the Father sent Him to do (John 17:1-5)



ATTRIBUTE #1) JESUS KNEW WHAT HIS #1 PRIORITY WAS

• Q: As disciples of Jesus, do we know what our #1 priority is?

• Many in this life prioritize things of a temporary nature [i.e., 
they love the word & the things of the world] (1 John 2:15-17)

• To be like Jesus, we must place the will of our Heavenly 
Father above our own. Recall the model prayer (Matt 6:10)

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

• Recall Solomon’s conclusion about the whole duty of man: 
Fear God and keep His commandment (Eccl 12:13)

• Jesus taught we are to seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, before all else (Matt 6:33)



ATTRIBUTE #2) JESUS WAS ACCESSIBLE AND APPROACHABLE

• He granted access to all types of people, demonstrating His 
kindness, concern for others, welcoming spirit: No partiality.

The Samaritan woman (John 4:1-10, V9*)

A Gentile centurion (Matt 8:5-13)

The sick, diseased & demon-possessed (Matt 4:23-25)

Little children (Matt 19:13-15)

Tax collectors and sinners (Luke 5:29-32, V30*)

Even the scribes and Pharisees, who generally opposed 
Him (John 3:1-2, Luke 6:6-11, 7:36, 14:1-6)

Unlike the Jewish leaders, Jesus invited all to come to Him 
(Matt 11:28-30)



ATTRIBUTE #2) JESUS WAS ACCESSIBLE AND APPROACHABLE

• Q: As disciples of Jesus, are we accessible & approachable?

• Hopefully, the answer is yes

• If we are, it demonstrates we care for others like Jesus did

• Rom 12:13 teaches us as disciples of Jesus we are to be 
given to hospitality [i.e., showing love to strangers]

• If we practice partiality or favoritism, like the Pharisees, we are 
not being hospitable toward others 

• We are warned in James 2:1-9 that showing partiality or 
favoritism is sinful

• If we want to imitate Jesus, we need to be willing to make 
ourselves available to everyone



ATTRIBUTE #3) JESUS WAS COMPASSIONATE

• During His ministry, Jesus often showed great compassion 
towards others (the lost, the sick, the hungry, etc.)

• He was sympathetic to their needs, which moved Him to 
action to address those needs. Consider a few examples.

His ministry in Galilee (Matt 9:35-38)

The feeding of the 5,000 & 4,000 (Matt 14:13-21, 15:32-39)

The healing of two blind men near Jericho (Matt 20:29-34)

The healing of a man with leprosy (Mark 1:40-42)

His expression of grief over Jerusalem’s rejection of Him 
(Matt 23:37-39)



ATTRIBUTE #3) JESUS WAS COMPASSIONATE

• Q: As disciples of Jesus, are we compassionate toward others 
and sympathetic to their needs whether physical or spiritual?

• Q: If so, what are we willing to do about it?

• If we lack the compassion Jesus showed toward others, it is 
doubtful we will be moved to come to the aid of others

• In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus taught about our 
need for compassion towards others (Luke 10:25-37, V33*)

• In the judgment scene described by Jesus in Matt 25:31-46, it 
is the compassionate who will be rewarded and the 
uncompassionate who will be condemned

• We are commanded by God to be compassionate towards 
one another as brethren (1 Pet 3:8)



ATTRIBUTE #4) JESUS KNEW GOD’S WORD

• At 12 years of age, He amazed the teachers in the temple 

with His knowledge and understanding (Luke 2:46-47)

• He used His knowledge of God’s word to answer and defeat 

the (3) temptations of Satan (Matt 4:1-11)

• When questioned by the Pharisees about the lawfulness of 

divorce for any reason, Jesus appealed to scripture to 

answer their question (Matt 19:1-6, Gen 1:27, 2:24)

• Jesus told the Sadducees they were mistaken about the 

resurrection, not knowing the scriptures (Matt 22:23-33, Ex 3:6)



ATTRIBUTE #4) JESUS KNEW GOD’S WORD

• Q: As disciples of Jesus, are we knowledgeable of God’s 
word?

• We need to both read it & study it (1 Tim 4:13, 2 Tim 2:15)

• A knowledge of God’s word equips us for every good work 
including the work of teaching others (2 Tim 2:2, 3:16-17) 

• A knowledge of God’s word prepares us to explain the 
reason for the hope within us (1 Pet 3:15) 

• A knowledge of God’s word prepares us to recognize 
religious error (Acts 17:11, 1 Thess 5:21, 1 John 4:1) 

• Recall, it was a lack of knowledge that contributed to the 
downfall of OT Israel (Hosea 6:4). See also 2 Pet 3:17-18



ATTRIBUTE #5) JESUS DEMONSTRATED A WILLINGNESS TO SERVE

• In spite of being the greatest person who ever walked the 

earth, Jesus dedicated His life to humbly serving others

• When He came from heaven, He humbled Himself taking the 

form of a bondservant (Phil 2:5-8)

• On multiple occasions Jesus tried to impress upon the minds 

of His disciples that greatness in His kingdom comes through 

humility and serving others (Matt 20:20-28*)

• The night Jesus was betrayed, He washed the disciples’ feet 

teaching them a lesson about service (Luke 22:24-27, John 

13:1-17)



ATTRIBUTE #5) JESUS DEMONSTRATED A WILLINGNESS TO SERVE

• Q: As disciples of Jesus, do we have a willingness to serve?

• If we want to be a willing servant like Jesus, we must first 
humble ourselves and put away selfish ambition (Phil 2:1-4)

• Then we need to cultivate within ourselves a desire to serve 
(i.e., the heart of a servant). This may not come naturally.

• Our desire to serve must then be accompanied by action 
[i.e., demonstrated] (Jam 2:17, 26)

We are to serve God with reverence & fear (Heb 12:28)

Like Paul, we must make ourselves servants of all, in order 
to win some for Christ (1 Cor 9:19-23)

Thru love, we are to serve one another (Gal 5:13)



CONCLUSION

• In this study, we briefly examined a small sampling of the 
attributes (behaviors) of Jesus during His life on earth

• There are many other attributes of Jesus worthy of our 
consideration and imitation: His holiness, His humility, His 
prayerfulness, His willingness to suffer and sacrifice, etc.

• To be like Jesus and show ourselves to be His faithful 
disciples, we must always be striving to perfect in our lives the 
attributes (behaviors) He practiced during His life

• Jesus left us an example so we can follow in His footsteps (1 
Pet 2:21)

• Q: So, how well are we imitating His example?
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