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Journey Through the Bible (42)



Opening thoughts

•We are examining the 8th of 17 time periods of 
Bible history – the period of the judges.

• The book of judges is about a period of time 
where Israel was delivered by “judges”.  There 
are 14 (of 15) judges recorded in the book.  

•  The period is recorded in Judges, Ruth & 1 
Samuel 1-8.  It ends with Saul anointed king.

•  Judges were not judicial advocates, but 
deliverers from oppressors.  They helped God 
“judge” these oppressors.  



Our text – Judges

• Judges 2:11-23 – The recurring cycle of this 
period



Opening thoughts

• In our last lesson we examined the earlier 
judges 
 1) Othniel – a brother of Caleb  3:7-11
 2) Ehud & Shamgar  3:12-31
 3) Deborah & Barak – 4 & 5



Our text – Judges 6-8 

• Judges 6:1-6 – Israel did evil again.  
 For 7 years, Israel was severely oppressed by 
the Midianites (& Amalekites and “the people 
of the east”).  
 They were devasted and impoverished.
 Then they cried out to YHWH.

• 6:7-10 – He sends a prophet who reminds 
them of what God has done for them in the 
past, “But you have not obeyed My voice.”



Our text – Judges 6-8 

• Judges 6:11-16 – Gideon is threshing wheat 
in a winepress when the Angel of the LORD 
appears and calls him to deliver Israel.
  Note vs. 12 

• 6:17-24 – Gideon asks for a sign (not 
unreasonable considering the 
circumstances).  
  He prepares a meal which is miraculously 
consumed.  Gideon fears but he is comforted 
by YHWH.



Our text – Judges 6-8 

• Judges 6:25-32 – He is instructed to tear 
down the altar to Baal (and the Asherah 
pole) in his father’s (Joash) house.  The 
people are angry.  Note vs. 31 
He called Gideon – Jerubbaal (Baal will 
contend)

• 6:33-35 – the Midianites again gather to 
raid Israel (~135,000 – 8:10) , but the Spirit of 
the LORD came upon Gideon and he 
musters troops from various tribes.  



Our text – Judges 6-8 

•  Judges 6:36-40 – Gideon asks for a sign that 
God would be with him.  The sign of the fleece.  
First, the fleece was wet.  Then the ground was 
wet & fleece dry.  
 Was He showing a lack of faith? OR was this 
about verification?  
NOTE: At times weak men need assurance.  God 
is patient with us. 
After, God expects him to totally trust His 
guidance. 
Gideon complies.



Our text – Judges 6-8 

• Judges 7 – Gideon amasses a “small” army 
of 32,000 men.  YHWH tells him, there are too 
many lest they take credit for the victory.
  22,000 fearful leave & go home
  OF the 10,000 left, 300 are selected (alert 
men).
- Gideon is given further assurance God is 
with them.  He worships God.
- They are each given a trumpet, an empty 
pitcher and a torch.  In 3 groups they 
surround the camp.



Our text – Judges 6-8 

• Judges 7 – at the appointed hour, the 300 
break their pitchers, shine their torches, blow 
their horns and shout, “the sword of the LORD 
and Gideon”
 - The Midianites panic and kill each other in 
the confusion.  
 - As they are attacked those that fled are 
pursued.  Waiting tribes of Israel join in the 
battle and finish defeating the Midianites.



Our text – Judges 6-8 

•  Judges 8:1-21 – records finishing the job.  Those 
that fled needed to be subdued. 
•  The men of Ephraim are upset because they 
were not part of the battle.  Gideon, using the 
analogy of a vineyard appeases them. 
•  While pursuing the remnant, he asks his brethren 
in Succoth and Penuel to give bread to 
strengthen them – they refuse. (These were fellow 
Israelites)
•  After completing the pursuit, Gideon deals with 
the elders of these cities and executes Zebah 
and Zalmunna (Midianite kings). 



Our text – Judges 6-8 

• Judges 8:22-28 – because of the victory, 
the people want to make Gideon their 
leader. 
 - Note vs. 23, But Gideon said to them, “I will 
not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over 
you; the LORD shall rule over you.”

•  However, he requests the earrings from the 
pursuit (about 50lbs) and makes a golden 
ephod.  It becomes an object of worship.



Our text – Judges 6-8 

• Judges 8:28-35 – Israel has rest for 40 years. 
- Gideon rests at his home.  He lives to a good 
old age.  He is buried in Ophrah
- He has 70 sons, including Abimelech, a son 
of his concubine
- But as soon as he dies, the children of Israel 
again play the harlot.  
-- They did not remember the LORD their God
-- They did not show kindness to Gideon’s 
house



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  First, Gideon is mentioned once in the New 
Testament
Hebrews 11:32 - Without detail, reference is 
made of his faith.  We find his faith in obeying 
YHWH both preparing for and delivering Israel 
from the Midianites. 



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  God sees who we are and what we can 
become – 

•  We sometimes struggle to understand what  
God sees in us or what we are capable of.  
But God knows our potential.  
 Are we willing to honestly and courageously 
examine ourselves? 



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  God does not need the greatest to 
accomplish His purpose

•  Gideon’s clan was weakest of Manasseh 
and he was the youngest son (6:15 – “least” 
– NKJV) 

•  But God can use us and build on that.  
 Romans 9:27 – the remnant will be saved
 Matthew 22:14, 7:13-14

• Whatever your ability, use it!



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  Sometimes things are not always as they 
seem

•  Building on the previous point, Gideon 
thought he was not able to help God. 

•  But God’s perspective is greater than ours – 
Isaiah 55:8-9, Romans 11:33-34, 
 1 Corinthians 2:16



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  God uses the one who fears Him and will 
obey His voice

•  Gideon was not perfect, but he did obey 
God. 

•  We are ONLY useful to God if we are willing 
to be molded by Him.  
 2 Timothy 2:21 – useful for the Master.



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  Flee from idolatry – “Tear down the altar”

•  A recurring theme in our studies.

•  BEFORE God could deliver Israel, they 
needed to remove their idols.

•  So do we! Cf. James 4:1-3, Colossians 3:5
 More often than not, we get in our own way 
of being useful to God’s cause



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  How will you defend God against idolaters?

•  Recall what Joash (Gideon’s father) said to 
the angry crowd – “Would you plead for 
Baal?” (6:31-32)

•  Are we willing to stand up for God AGAINST 
false religions, ungodliness and immorality so 
prevalent around us?



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  God can accomplish His will with a few

•  300 men! 

• Romans 8:31, “If God be for us, who can 
be against us.”

•  “1 + God = a majority”



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  The job is not finished until the stragglers are 
dealt with

•  The period of the judges is a result of Israel’s 
failure to finish the job.

•  If we are struggling with sin and have 
overcome “the dragon”, like weeds in a 
garden, we must still deal with outliers, or that 
sin may return 

• Matthew 12:43-45, the cast out spirit 
returns and finds his former dwelling empty…



Lessons to consider– Judges 6-8 

•  Another generation

•  Recall Judges 2:10.  After the death of Gideon, 
they IMMEDIATELY return to Baal 

•  We can only prevent this if we are TRULY 
transformed – Romans 12:1-2, 
 Colossians 3:5 “put to death…” 
 2 Corinthians 5:17 – old things have passed 
away

•  This is why we cannot compromise with error, 
even a little.  And we must continually emphasize 
the fundamentals.



Where do we stand with God?
Can He use you?



Let us pray!
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