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My purpose - Reminder

» This year, | am preaching through the calendar -
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we
find on our calendars.

» This is not about observing these days as the
church. But typically, what we see on the
calendar causes us to reflect on what that day is
about

» Tomorrow, September 1, 2025 is Labor Day. What
can we learn from God’s word based on this day?




» Labor Day is a holiday desighed to celebrate workers
and their accomplishments.

» It was first observed in 1882 in New York City with a
“parade”.

» It was a time when workers were often exploited by
their employers and efforts were made to draw
attention to these problems.

»In 1894, President Grover Cleveland signed into law
this holiday to be observed the first Monday in
September each year.




» The holiday unofficially brings the summer season to
an end.

» It is observed with parades, local festivities, picnics,
family gatherings and end of summer get aways, AND
a day off for many.

» It has not been exploited as other holidays we have
discussed have.

» Again, the Bible is silent to this day, however, it has
much to say about labor. That will be the focus or our
lesson.




The Responsibility of work ‘:

Work was in God’s plan from the beginning.
Genesis 2:15 - even before the fall of man

Genesis 3:17-19 - after the fall, labor was
intensified and the ground cursed.

Is work a “curse”? NO!
But there are “cursed” elements
- It is never ending & time consuming
- Often because we have to and not enjoyed

- Often there are inequities
- Sometimes labor met with failure and frustrations

- The preparation time, e.g., traffic, expenses, etc.



The Responsibility of work i
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» Work was/is intended to be a blessing.
Hard work is overall rewarding.

» Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 — nothing better than
one enjoy the good of his labor - a gift from God.

» Ecclesiastes 5:12 — the sleep of a laboring
man

» Ecclesiastes 5:18-19 - a gift from God
» Proverbs 14:23, 12:11



The Responsibility of work |

» In the NT we are commanded to work

» Ephesians 4:28- labor instead of stealing,
give

» 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 — lead a quiet life,
work with your own hands

» 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 - if one refuses to
work

» 1 Timothy 5:8 - provided for your family




The Responsibility of work Rk

» Let your work be “as unto the Lord”

» Colossians 3:23-24 — whatever you do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord
1 Corinthians 10:31

» Proverbs 16:3, Commit your works to the
LORD, And your thoughts will be established.




The Responsibility of work

There IS a time and place for rest
We need rest daily, weekly, etc.

God rested - Genesis 2:1-2,
cf. Exodus 20:9-11 - the Sabbath for Israel

A description of heaven Revelation 14:13,
Hebrews 4:9-10

Often, this time of rest is a pause to remember
God (e.g., assembling)




The Responsibility of work

Instructions for employers

Colossians 4:1 - treat them justly and fairly,
you serve a Master in heaven.

James 5:4 - do not cheat your workers
Ephesians 6:9 - give up threatening
The virtues of a Christian apply in this area also.




The Responsibility of work

Instructions for employees

Ephesians 6:5-8 - be obedient (do your job),
as to Christ. Not with eyeservice. God is
watching.

Do not steal or pilfer. Be content with your
wages. Titus 2:9-10

The virtues of a Christian apply to you also.




Our spiritual “job” ‘:

As Christians, we have responsibilities also.

John 5:17, 9:4 - Jesus worked and taught the
importance of working for God

John 4:35-38 - open your eyes. The harvest is
NOw.

1 Corinthians 3:6-9 - plant & water. Let God give
the increase. We are God’s fellow workers.

1 Corinthians 15:58 - be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord...




Our spiritual “job”

As Christians, we have responsibilities also.

Hebrews 6:10 - God is not unjust to forget your
labor.

Much of what we do daily brings glory to God - with a
proper perspective.
Cf. Matthew 25:31-46 (esp. 40).

Pause and be thankful - 1 Thessalonians 5:18,
Colossians 3:17

Apply the principles of your work ethics to this also!
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Ironically, Labor Day is a day we
pause and rest.

How we view our labors (both
~— physical and spiritual) is up to us! =
|t WILL have a bearing on our
quality of life.
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So, as we pause this Labor
” “ ‘Day: “ i
1) Give thanks and consider

— + 2) Get back to work! -
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Is your labor in the Lord?
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Let us pray!
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