
A STUDY OF JAMES (8)

Not Hearers Only
James 1:21-25



The Book of James – 1:1-20 

• Continuing our study of James, we have addressed 
trials – how they can make us better and how to 
deal with temptations.

• In our last 2 lessons we have addressed our need to 
be swift to hear, slow to speak and slow to wrath.

• Building on that James now addresses our need for 
God’s word.



Receive the implanted word (21)

• Therefore…
• Ties this to the previous text – slow to wrath. 

We can often link sinful wrath with filthiness and 
wickedness.  
Think when one “loses his temper” and uses 
profanity, or worse does something that does 
irreparable damage.



Receive the implanted word (21)

• Lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness
• Lay aside – means to take off, or “put off” –

Ephesians 4:22-24, Colossians 3:9-10 
• All filthiness – immoral purities.  BDAG – Moral 

uncleanness, vulgarity.
• Overflow of wickedness – evil and depraved conduct.  

Found here & Acts 8:22, but most commonly 
translated as malice. 



Receive the implanted word (21)

• Lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness
• “Overflow” – overabundance.  
•  Is James saying that a little wickedness is 

acceptable? 
• No!  But we will sin occasionally – 1 John 1:8-10

However, it should NOT be a lifestyle. 
• The NASB, LSB  - “all that remains of wickedness”
• The point: To receive God’s word requires removing 

that which conflicts with it – Colossians 3:5-10



Receive the implanted word (21)

• Receive with meekness
• This is what we are to “put on” – or accept 
•  To receive the word properly calls for meekness – a 

mild or gentle disposition (not weak or cowardice).  
It is “strength under control” 
Matthew 5:5 (also 11:29 – of Jesus)



Receive the implanted word (21)

• The implanted word which is able to save…
• His word must govern all that we do
• Romans 1:16, Hebrews 4:12, 1 Peter 

1:22-23, Acts 20:32 
• Implanted – something deeply fixed within.  It has 

become a part of you.  It “takes root” – 
  Psalm 1:2-3, cf. 1 Corinthians 3:6
This is the good and honest heart – 
   Luke 8:11, 15



Receive the implanted word (21)

• The implanted word which is able to save…
• Are we receptive to God’s word? 
• Acts 2:37, 7:54 – both were “cut to the heart”, 

but they reacted differently. 
• How do you respond to God’s word within you?

 - Some are humbled and surrender.
 - Others are angered, bitter and wrathful toward 
God and His word (and followers).



Be doers of the word and not hearers only (22-24)

• Be doers, NOT hearers only
• We MUST respond with action
• To “hear” God’s word is not enough – 

James 2:14-26 will further develop this
 James 4:17 – to him who knows to do good
 Matthew 7:21-23 



Be doers of the word and not hearers only (22-24)

• Not… deceiving yourselves
• Our actions must be the RIGHT actions.
• We cannot lie to ourselves and say we are ok.  

Romans 10:1-3 – zeal, not of knowledge
1 Corinthians 3:18 – worldly wisdom
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 – the unrighteous
Galatians 6:3 – he who thinks he is something
Galatians 6:7 – God is not mocked
Colossians 2:4 – with persuasive words
2 Timothy 3:13 – evil men & impostors
2 Peter 2:3 – false teachers use deceptive words
1 John 1:8 – if we say we have no sin…



Be doers of the word and not hearers only (22-24)

• He is like a man looking in a mirror
• An illustration of one who carelessly looks at  

himself and walks away without making correction.
- Apply that to receiving God’s word! 



Looking into the perfect law of liberty (25)

• Looks into… 
• A word that implies investigation. 

Lit. means, “to bend down” (cf. Luke 24:12, John 
20:5).  

• Think of one’s posture when studying.
• NOTE: As to the mirror – contrast the one who “studies” 

what they see to make sure EVERYTHING is in order as 
opposed to a passing glance. 

•  The point, we need more than superficial reading!  
  Cf. Matthew 7:7-8 – ask, seek, knock.



Looking into the perfect law of liberty (25)

• The perfect law of liberty
• A powerful description of God’s word
• It is perfect – a word that can mean flawless or 

complete.  
• Found in James – 1:4 (2x), 1:17, 3:2 
• God’s word is perfect – Psalm 19:7ff, 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 – it makes us complete
• Note 1 Cor. 13:8-12 -  that which is perfect…

  “Now we see in a mirror dimly…” 



Looking into the perfect law of liberty (25)

• The perfect law of liberty
• A law of liberty 
• What is the “law”? 

 - The LOM now completed? 
 - God’s “new law” – the gospel

• Law - the first time mentioned in James (of 7x) – it is 
comparable to word used  prior (4x)

• Law in Jesus is stressed in other passages  
Romans 8:2, 1 Corinthians 9:21, 
  Galatians 6:2



Looking into the perfect law of liberty (25)

• The perfect law of liberty
• A law of liberty 
• Liberty is about freedom.  From what?
• The confining restraints of the LOM? 

  Galatians 5:1
  Colossians 2:14 – it was nailed to the cross

• The bondage of sin? Romans 8:2. 
 Jesus has defeated Satan and made us free. 
 Even if we sin, we can be forgiven – 1 John 1:9, 2:1-
3, Acts 8:22, etc. 



Looking into the perfect law of liberty (25)

• And continues in it (the perfect law of liberty)
• Being “free” does NOT mean we are free to do 

whatever we want.  
We must always respect the boundaries! 

• We have simply changed who is our Master  - 
Romans 6:16-18



Looking into the perfect law of liberty (25)

• And is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work
• NOTE how “word” (22) and “work” (25) are tied 

together. 
• God expects obedience – Hebrews 5:9

Luke 11:28 - But He said, “More than that, 
blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep 
it!”
Matthew 7:24-27 – the wise and foolish builders



Looking into the perfect law of liberty (25)

• This one will be blessed in what he does
• The same word as used in Matthew 5:3-12

• To be “blessed” means to be favored.  This is the one 
in whom God delights.



What are you doing with 
the word of God?



Let us pray!
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