- Journey Through the Bible (43)

The Judges (4)
Abimelech & Jephthah

Judges 9-12




Opening thoughts

We are examining the 8™ of 17 time periods of
Bible history — the period of the judges.

*The book of judges is about a period of fime
where Israel was delivered by “judges’”. There
are 14 (of 15) judges recorded in the book.

« The period is recorded in Judges, Ruth & 1
Samuel 1-8. It ends with Saul anointed king.

« Judges were not judicial advocates, but
deliverers from oppressors. They helped God
“ludge” these oppressors.
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» Judges 2:11-23 - The recurring cycle of this
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Opening thoughts g

*Thus far we have examined
1) Othniel — a brother of Caleb 3:7-11
2) Ehud & Shamgar 3:12-31
3) Deborah & Barak —4 & 5

4) Gideon - 6-8 — who with 300 delivered
Israel from the Midianites
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* Judges 9:1-6 — Abimelech
Gideon had 70 sons from many wives.
Abimelech was the son of a concubine.
NOTE: He is never called a judge
e Is wicked and desires to be a king.

* 9:1-6 - He goes to Shechem and convinces
the people to let him rule over them. They
give him 70 shekels of silver. He hires rogues

and they kill 69 of Gideon’s sons. But Jotham,
the youngest escapes.
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» Judges 9:7-15 — Abimelech

Jotham, on Mt. Gerizim shouts out a parable
about trees searching for one to rule over
them. The olive free, fig free and grape vine
—refuse. But the bramble bush (thorn bush)
agrees

* 9:16-21 - Parable applied —they chose a
wicked king who would devour them with fire
and they would devour Abimelech
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« Judges 9:22-24 — Abimelech regins over them

for 3 years. But God sent a spirit of ill will and the
men of Shechem turn against him. This was of

God.

» 9:25-57 - Gaal, a worshipper of their gods,
convinces Shechem to follow him and rebel
against Abimelech. Zebul, aruler of the city and
ally of Abimelech warns him. Abimelech
prepares for battle and approaches the city at
night. Eventually, Gaal and his men engage
Abimelech and are defeated. He proceeds into
the city to a tower (of refuge) and burns it down.
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Our text — Judges 9-12)
» Judges 9:25-57 — Abimelech
He then goes to Thebez and begins to burn
down their tower, but a woman drops a
millstone on his head and mortally wounds
him. His servant kills him at his request.
With Abimelech dead, every men went
home.

e Note vs. 56-57
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Our text —Judges 9-12)
« Judges 10:1 - Tola -

A man of Issachar dwelling in Ephraim.

He reigned for 23 years.
* 10:2-3 - Jair -

Of Gilead (East of the Jordan in the region

of Manasseh), judged Israel for 22 years.

e had 30 sons, each having his own town
(iIn a region called Havoth Jair) in the land.
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« Judges 11-12 - Jephthah

* 10:6-18 - |srael again does evil and worships
various foreign gods throughout the land of Israel

(both sides of the Jordan). ,

- They are oppressed by both Ammonites and
Philistines (see Samson). ,

- They cry out to YHWH who reminds them of

what He has done for them in the past and tells

them to let their gods deliver them (13-14).

- But Israel repents and PUTS AWAY their idols
(15-16). YHWH reacts with compassion.
(_II'STrCieSl)S@OrCheS for a deliverer against Ammon
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* Judges 11-12 — Jephthah

« 11:1-11 Jephthah was from Gilead. He was
the son of a harlot and cast out by his
brothers.

- He flees to Tob and gathers a group of
worthless men who raided people

- Ammon made war against Israel. So the
elders go to Jephthah and ask him to deliver
them. They agree to make him ruler if he
orevails.
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Rl Our text —Judges 9-12
-
« Judges 11-12 — Jephthah

« 11:12-28 - Jephthah attempts peace by asking
the king of Ammon why they were at war.
Reason given was the land was taken from them
300 years earlier.

Jephthah retells the history when Moses led Israel
and was aftacked by them. He notes that YHWH
gave them the land (21-23)
Note vs. 24.

Further he asked, “Why now?¢" (300 years |later)
Vs. 27 — the LORD would render judgment




= ol | Our text — Judges 9-12

« Judges 11-12 - Jephthah

* 11:29-33 - Jephthah make a vow to YHWH that
if He delivered the people of Ammon to him, he
would offer whatever came out of his house first

to the LORD “as a burnt offering”.
Jephthah is given victory.

* 34-40 - as he returns home, his only daughter is
the first fo come out and meet him. Jephthah
grieves but realizes he has made a vow to God
ﬁndl.llgeeps it. His daughter remained a virgin for

er life.
We will address this in our application
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Rl Our text —Judges 9-12
-
« Judges 11-12 — Jephthah

« 12:1-6 — The men of Ephraim crificize Jephthah
for not including them in battle.
- Jephthah notes that he asked and they did not
come, so he took matters into his own hands.
- The men of Gilead fought against the men of
Ephraim and defeated them.
- As they fled, Gilead had secured their escape
][ohfre and killed every soldier of Ephraim. 42,000
ell.

« 12:7 — he judges Israel for 6 years.
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Our text — Judges 9-12 3
-
» Judges 11-12 — Other judges
» 12:8-10 - lbzan of Bethlehem judged Israel
for 7 years.

« 12:11-12 - Elon of Zebulun judged Israel tor
10 years

« 12:13-15 - Abdon (of Ephraime¢) judged
Israel for 8 years.



Lessons— Judges 9-12)

Your sins will find you out

« Abimelech tor 3 years judged with what
seemed without consequence. But God
remembers.

 Numbers 32:23 - sfated to the eastern
tribes when they asked for their land.

e 1 Timothy 5:24-25 — some sins are clearly
evident, preceding them to judgment...
others follow later
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How do you respond when wronged?
 One does you harm and “gets away with it”.

e In God’s time, It WILL be dealt with.
Romans 12:19

« God’s patience, while long lasting has its
limits!




Lessons— Judges 9-12

Be careful before making vows

» Jephthah made a vow to God without
thinking it through. It cost him dearly.

« Ecclesiastes 5:1-6 warns about being rash
Making VOWS

» Jesus taught, Let your ‘Yes' be ‘Yes' and your
'‘No’ '‘No’" — Matthew 5:37

« Psalm 15:1-5 —who will dwell in God’s
house.
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Did Jephthah offer his daughter as a human sacrifice?

. '.'Qis Is debated with plausible arguments on both
sides.

* Those who say he did note:

1) It is the most literal meaning of the words

2) Some say, 11:31 should read, “whoever” instead
of “whatever”. Thus he understood what he was
sayin

3 Lgviticus 27:28-29 notes something devoted o
the Lord was not to be redeemed, but “put to death”

4) Human sacrifice was not uncommon among
idolatrous worshippers
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ey Lessons— Judges 9-12)
Did Jephthah offer his daughter as a human sacrifice?

. '.'Qis Is debated with plausible arguments on both
sides.

* Those who say he did NOT note:

1) Human sacrifice was an abomination to the LORD
Leviticus 18:21, 20:2-5, Deuteronomy 12:31,
18:9-13
2) Jephthah was a man of God. Even a rash vow
would not have had human sacrifice in mind.

3) The law made provisions for dedicating people to
the Lord - they would totally belong to Him.




Lessons— Judges 9-12

Did Jephthah offer his daughter as a human sacrifice?
 This is debated with plausible arguments on both sides.

* Those who say he did NOT note:

4) Our text emphasizes her virginity Judges 11:34,
37-39. Being his only child, his “sacrifice™ meant that
his lineage would end.

5) As to Lev. 27:29, the "devoted” one there was one
condemned to death for violating the LOM
6) The LOM made provisions for rash vows — Lev. 5:4-6
/) The fact that the daughters of Israel lamented her —
would they do such for an abomination to Gode

* Personally, this is the view believe
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The faith of Jephthah

 He Is mentioned in Hebrews 11:32

NOTE: What is emphasized is his faith, not
perfection (as we have seen with other
examples in that chapter).

Being commended for faith does NOT mean
approval of everything one did in thelr lives.




Are you living faithfully to Gode




Let us pray!
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