
Deeper and Deeper

#139, Hymns for Worship



Background

• Written by Oswald Smith (1889-1986).

• Composed in 1911, but published in 1914

• This song is a reminder of the importance of 

Jesus in our lives.  We ought not to just know 

Him, but to keep growing in that knowledge.

2 Peter 3:18

Deeper and Deeper



Vs. 1, Into the Heart of Jesus

• Into the Heart of Jesus – His motives for doing 

what He did. 

• Philippians 2:5-8

• John 1:1-4, 14 – He became flesh and dwelt 

among us

• John 10:9-11, esp. vs. 10 – The Shepherd 

came that we might have life.
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Vs. 1, Into the Heart of Jesus

• Deeper and deeper I go – continued growth and 
maturity

• We need to keep growing in knowledge of Him.  The 
more we grow the more we appreciate 

• Philippians 3:8-11 – be found in Him… that I may 
know Him 

• 2 Peter 1:3-8 – if these things are yours and 
abound

• Ephesians 4:15 – grow up into all things
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Vs. 1, Into the Heart of Jesus

• Seeking to know the reason, why He should 
love me so. 

• His love for us is His motive – Romans 5:6-8; 
John 15:13, Ephesians 5:2 

• WHY would He do what He did, considering how 
so many reject Him?  Even while on earth! 

• Ephesians 3:19 – His love for us surpasses 
knowledge
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Vs. 1, Into the Heart of Jesus

• Why He should stoop to lift me up from the miry 
clay

• We do not deserve His love & mercy – Romans 
6:23

• Like the world, we too are guilty – 
 cf. 1 Timothy 1:15

• Ephesians 2:1-3, 12 

• But He “stooped” – Psalm 40:1-2

Deeper and Deeper



Vs. 1, Into the Heart of Jesus

• Saving my soul, making me whole, though I 

had wandered away

• He came to save us – Matthew 18:11, John 

14:6

• Making me whole (healthy) – cf. Mark 2:17 – 

the “great Physician”

• Bringing be back – Luke 15:4-7
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Vs. 2, Into the will of Jesus

• Into the will of Jesus

• What was the desire (determination) of Jesus? 

He submitted to the Father 

• John 4:34, 17:4

Matthew 26:39
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Vs. 2, Into the will of Jesus

• Into the will of Jesus, Deeper and Deeper I go

• Growing in the same desire – to please God!

• Cf. 1 John 4:19 – the more I know, the more 

I desire to please Him
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Vs. 2, Into the will of Jesus

• Praying for grace to follow, seeking His way to 
know

• Matthew 28:19-20 – Observe all things 
commanded

• 2 Timothy 2:15, Romans 12:2 – that you prove 
what is good and acceptable… 

• Do I pray for knowledge & wisdom? James 1:5

• Do I appreciate His grace? 2 Peter 1:2-4
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Vs. 2, Into the will of Jesus

• Bowing in full surrender, low at His blessed 

feet

• Will we “surrender” to Him fully? 

• Luke 9:23, Romans 12:1, Galatians 2:20
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Vs. 2, Into the will of Jesus

• Bidding Him take, break me and make, till I 

am molded and meet

• Am I willing to be “clay” in His hand?

• Romans 9:21

• The point: We allow Him to mold us according 

to His will (NOT a loss of freewill)
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Vs. 3, Into the cross of Jesus

• Into the cross of Jesus

• While His whole life gives us hope and 

direction, the cross is where the plan was 

fulfilled

• 1 Peter 3:18, John 12:27, Hebrews 12:2
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Vs. 3, Into the cross of Jesus

• Into the cross of Jesus, deeper and deeper I 

go.

• As we learn more about the cross, we 

appreciate more what He endured for us. 

• Galatians 6:14 – we glory (boast) only in the 

cross

Why? 1 Corinthians 1:18, 23-24
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Vs. 3, Into the cross of Jesus

• Following  through the garden, facing the 
dreaded foe

• He suffered greatly there! Luke 22:41-44 

• The dreaded foe – likely death (though He knew 
He would conquer it).
Death was the dominion of Satan – BUT not 
anymore - 1 Corinthians 15:26, 55, 
 Hebrews 2:14-15
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Vs. 3, Into the cross of Jesus

• Drinking the cup of sorrow, sobbing with 

broken heart

• Again describing what He went through at that 

time.  Recall His prayer – Matthew 26:39

• Scripture records Jesus weeping 3 times –

John 11:35, Luke 19:41, Hebrews 5:7

 (He cared)
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Vs. 3, Into the cross of Jesus

• O Savior, help! Dear Savior help!  Grace for 
My weakness impart

• Seeking Him to help me bear my cross. 
Help me when I fail Him
Help me when I put myself into temptations 

• Recall His invitation – Matthew 11:28-30

• We need His grace for our weakness – Titus 
2:11-12
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Vs. 4, Into the joy of Jesus

• Into the joy of Jesus

• With joy He endured the cross – Hebrews 12:2

• Our relationship with Him brings Him joy – cf. 

Luke 15:7, 10

• Our relationship with Him ought to bring US joy
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Vs. 4, Into the joy of Jesus

• Into the joy of Jesus, deeper and deeper I go

• As with everything else, our joy in Him 

increases as we mature – Philippians 4:4
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Vs. 4, Into the joy of Jesus

• Rising with soul enraptured far from the world 
below

• We have this joy in our lives with hope. 

• Our desire is for another world – 
  Philippians 1:21-23, 2 Corinthians 5:1-4

• Colossians 1:5 – Hope laid up for you in heaven 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 - When He returns, we 
will always be with Him
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Vs. 4, Into the joy of Jesus

• Joy in the  place of sorrow, peace in the midst of pain

• 1 Peter 1:8 – you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full 
of glory.  The mature Christian has a joy & peace the 
world does not understand. 

• Why did Paul and Silas sing in prison? Why did the 
apostles rejoice after having been beaten? 

• Because our joy is NOT like that of the world

• John 16:20-22 – Jesus had to leave, but… 

• Philippians 4:6-7 – a peace that surpasses 
understanding
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Vs. 4, Into the joy of Jesus

• Jesus will give, Jesus will give, He will uphold 

and sustain

• Matthew 28:20 – I am with you always

• Jude 24 – He is able to keep you from stumbling 

• Hebrews 13:5-6 – He will never leave you 

• 1 John 4:4 – Why? Because He has overcome the 

world (John 16:33)
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Concluding thoughts

• There is a 5th verse that addresses the love of 

Jesus. All that we have noted in this song is 

about His love! 

• We are reminded that we need to continue to  

be growing in Him and He in us.

• It is this quest that will make our spiritual lives 

more fulfilling.
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As you look at your spiritual life…

Is it deeper than it was before?

#139 – Deeper and Deeper



Let us pray!
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