
THEY HEARD HIM GLADLY

Mark 12:37



Context – Mark 12:13-37

 Jesus, during His final week of teaching. 

His enemies are trying to entrap and discredit Him.

The context leading up to our text, finds 3 questions 

that Jesus answers silencing them. 

Our text, “And the common people heard Him gladly” 

(NKJV)



Context – Mark 12:13-37

 As a general rule, it was the “common people” that were 
willing to consider Jesus, while leaders and the elite dismissed 
Him (cf. Luke 15:1-2)

 Why?  Consider the average person: 
1) They had less to lose
2) They were living and getting by
3) Typically, they are smarter than they are given credit for 
(common sense, more relatable, etc.)

 BUT, there were also things about Jesus that made Him 
appealing.  That is the focus of this lesson.



Jesus treated them with respect

 Jesus cared about people.  He was compassionate and 

concerned.   He was approachable.  He often associated 

with the marginalized (cf. Matthew 9:10-13)

 Contrast this with Rehoboam – 1 Kings 12:13-16.  

 The “golden rule” – Matthew 7:12

2 Timothy 2:23-24 – a servant of the Lord.



Jesus treated them with respect

 Remember, we are all made in the image of God –

Genesis 1:26, James 3:9.  For that they are 

worthy of respect, until they act otherwise (e.g., corrupt 

religious leaders).  1 Peter 2:17 – “Honor all 

people…”

Even then, there are lines we should not cross (true 

tolerance, kindness, love, etc.).

How will you open doors if you do not show respect?



Jesus was not a respecter of persons

 Jesus did not look at or judge based on outward appearances. 

 He looked within - John 2:25.  
cf. 1 Samuel 16:7 – God chose David because of His heart. 

 Matthew 22:16 – a statement of compliment, “You do not care 
about anyone, for you do not regard the person of men.” (NKJV);  Not 
partial in any way – NASB;  not swayed by appearances – ESV

 Acts 10:34-35, Galatians 3:27-28

 This is needed as we try to win others, 
cf. James 2:1-4 – also applies economically.



Jesus spoke plainly and simply

 Jesus did not teach above His audience’s abilities.

 The “sermon on the mount”, parables - Matthew 13:11-
13, etc.   He sought for the common man to be able to 
understand.   
He also took time to explain to His disciples – 13:18-23

 But He expected His disciples to think and reason –
cf. Matthew 16:6-12

 NOTE: This does not mean what He taught was always easy 
to do.



Jesus spoke plainly and simply

 Jesus did not teach above His audience’s abilities.

 Matthew 11:25-27, as He prayed, He was thankful His 
message was revealed to “babes”.    

 WHY then did some have difficulty understanding Him? 
cf. John 10:24. 

 Usually, it was because they did not WANT to understand. 
John 10:37-38, 3:19-21, cf. 1 Corinthians 1:18

 If we hope to reach others, we need to speak to them plainly –
1 Peter 3:15



Jesus appealed to their deeper needs

 Jesus saw man as broken and in need. 

 Matthew 9:36-38, He had compassion and prayer for 
laborers. 

 He fulfilled needs of the time – e.g., His miracles and other 
works. Luke 7:19, 22-23.   

 NOTE also the gospel was preached to them (the common 
folk). 

 AND He spoke of salvation, the most important need.  -
Luke 19:10.



Jesus appealed to their deeper needs

 Jesus saw man as broken and in need. 

 We are living in a broken world that is searching for 

answers.  God’s word DOES answer the questions of 

man: 

Who am I?  Why am I here? What is my future? How 

can I live with hope? Etc. 

The gospel – Romans 1:16-17



Jesus spoke with authority

 Matthew 7:28-29

 He taught differently because He HAD authority 

(Matthew 28:18)  

 He could not be defeated in His words 

John 7:45-46 – no one every spoke like this Man

 He also “backed up” His words with action. 

John 10:25, 37-38



Jesus spoke with authority

 Matthew 7:28-29

 We do not have the authority Jesus had, but we HAVE 

HIS authority.  We speak His words WITH authority –

Colossians 3:17, 1 Peter 4:11

 That means we must genuinely believe what we teach 

others, or it will likely be dismissed. 



Jesus practices what He preached

 He lived consistent with His teachings.

 He kept the law without sin – Hebrews 4:15, 
1 John 3:5, 1 Peter 2:22

 He taught a difficult lifestyle, but He lived it: 
- Love your enemies – Matthew 5:43-44
- Forgiveness – Luke 23:34
- Compassion
- Sacrifice, etc. 

 He gave us an example – 1 Peter 2:21, 1 Corinthians 
11:1



Jesus practices what He preached

 He lived consistent with His teachings.

 If we are to have success reaching others, they need to see us 
living what we are teaching. 

 Don’t be like the Pharisees and scribes – Matthew 23:2-4

 James 1:22 – be doers, not hearers only
1 John 3:18 – love in deed and truth

 People are not going to listen to one who does not practice 
what he preaches – cf. Matthew 5:16, Philippians 2:15



Concluding thoughts:

 For these reasons, many gladly heard Him. 

 Sadly, many did NOT follow Him and there was nothing 

Jesus could do or say to change that decision.  

 Today is no different.  Many are not interested, BUT 

some are.  And the qualities Jesus had can help us open 

doors for those searching. 



Does your demeanor imitate Jesus?



Let us pray!
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