
Leviticus 9:22-10:3



• “Progressive” Churches of Christ

• “New hermeneutics”

• Change agents (Shelly, Smith, Hicks…)

• See the Bible in a “new light”

2



• Designed to “retrain our eyes to see something 
else, to get us to read something in a new light.” 

Adam Hill
“Hermeneutics and Conflict”

wineskins.org

• Deny and scoff at “CENI” (Acts 15:6-21)
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“Many in our fellowship (myself among 
them) no longer assume that a hermeneutic 
built on commands, examples, and necessary 
inferences is consistently correct or even 
healthy.”  (Adam Hill)

4



“But there is no infallible method for 
interpreting Scripture. There is no heaven-
given system of Bible study.” 

-Rubel Shelly and Randall J. Harris 
The Second Incarnation, p. 19

“Our hermeneutic is therefore theological 
and Christocentric.”       (Ibid, 28, emp. theirs)
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“Is the activity or methodology under 
contemplation consistent with the person and 
work of Jesus Christ? If we do this, will the 
people who see it think we reveal Christ? Will 
we be doing what people would expect to see 
Christ doing in this situation?” (Shelly and Harris, 29)
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“This principle has broad consequences for 
ecclesiology. It says, for example, that the church 
need not have either explicit mandate or 
permission for everything it wishes to do. The 
church may confidently ground its activities of 
compassion and service in the character of its 
head.” (Shelly and Harris, 29)
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It is disputed whether one 

“really believes the grand theological narrative 
of scripture would place that single story 
(Nadab and Abihu, jrp) at a central place.” 

Adam Hill

“Hermeneutics and Conflict”
wineskins.org
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•Nadab and Abihu illustrate key Bible themes:

–Reverence for God’s holiness, Leviticus 10:3

–Restraint of God’s silence, Deut. 4:2; 12:29-32; 
Revelation 22:18-19

–Worship expectations, John 4:24 (Hebrews 11:4)
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GLORY FIRE
(LEVITICUS 9:23-24)

PROFANE FIRE   
(LEVITICUS 10:1)

JUDGMENT FIRE
(LEVITICUS 10:2-3)

NT Worship
Music: Sing

(NT pattern)

Play Instruments 
(Human addition)

Matthew
15:7-9

Morality
(holiness)

1 Peter 1:14-16

Adulterous 
Remarriages     

(Matthew 19:9)

Romans 7:2-3 
1 Cor. 7:10-11 
Hebrews 13:4
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GLORY FIRE
(LEVITICUS 9:23-24)

PROFANE FIRE   
(LEVITICUS 10:1)

JUDGMENT FIRE
(LEVITICUS 10:2-3)

Morality
(holiness)

1 Peter 1:14-16

Same-Sex Marriage
(Human addition)

Immodesty, Worldliness

Romans 1:24-27
Jude 7; Gal. 5:19, 21

1 Timothy 2:9-10

Woman’s role in 
the local church 

(Not teach over man)

Leadership
Public teaching 

(Human addition)

1 Tim. 2:11-12
1 Cor. 14:34-35
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GLORY FIRE
(LEVITICUS 9:23-24)

PROFANE FIRE   
(LEVITICUS 10:1)

JUDGMENT FIRE
(LEVITICUS 10:2-3)

Plan of salvation: 
Water Baptism

(NT pattern)

(Calvinism)
Faith Only

Holy Spirit promptings

Hebrews 5:8-9
2 Thess. 1:8-9

Unity in Christ
1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:3

Ecumenism
(Unity in Diversity)

2 John 9-11



• Hold fast the pattern of sound words, 
2 Timothy 1:13; Colossians 3:17

• Do not be deceived, 2 Corinthians 11:2-4, 
12-16; Romans 16:17-18
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• Grow in knowledge and discernment,  
Philippians 1:9-11; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; 
Jude 3-4

• Do not be discouraged, Hebrews 12:1-4; 
10:36, 39; 1 Corinthians 15:58 

14



15

• Spiritual dangers are real for Christians and 
churches, 1 Corinthians 10:12

• Do not refuse Him who speaks (Heb. 12:25)

    “Serve God acceptably with reverence and fear, for 
 our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:28-29)
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