Jesus, The Light
We Reflect
John 9:5




Introduction

* NEVER underestimate the power of being a
proper example.

* \Whether good or bad, an example can have
lasting effects — and sometimes they are not
forgotten

» |t can be a great source of learning

» Spiritually, you may win someone over
OR turn them away by your example



Introduction

» Often, examples are not apparent — you never
Know when you are being watched!

» At times you may be ignored (or so it seems) by
one you are trying to influence

* Or you may just be doing your best and not
realize someone is looking up to you.

* YOou may be someone’s “inspiration”



Introduction

e Philippians 2:15, As Christians we are
called upon to shine as lights in the midst of
this crooked and perverse generation.

e Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus reminded us
that we are the light of the world and that we
are to let our lights shine.

» Jesus IS the light we are to be reflecting.

* Today, let us take a few moments to
consider this.
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Introduction
» A few years ago, a popular fad was to
display the logo, WWJD
(What Would Jesus Do?)

» \While it is possible to abuse that phrase, the
sentiment is VERY Biblical and needed.

* |n all we do we look to the example of
Jesus.



l" Imitate Christ 1

e Matthew 4:19, "Follow Me”
Matthew 10:38, "\Whoever does not take
up his cross and follow after Me...”

e 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Imitate me, even as
| also imitate Christ.”

e 1 Thessalonians 1:6, "...followers of us
and the Lord”




Imitate Christ
e Hebrews 12:1-2, Looking to Jesus
1 John 2:6, We ought to walk as He walked
e Matthew 28:19-20, Go "make disciples”.

What is a disciple?

- One who has put on Christ (obeyed the gospel
— Galatians 3:26-28)

- Willing to “observe all things | have
commanded you’

* |t is His light that we are reflecting in our lives.
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Jesus, Our Example
In faithfulness

» Hebrews 3:1-2, the "Apostle and High Priest of
our confession, Christ Jesus”, was faithful to God,
as Moses was in his house

* \We are to be dependable and trustworthy.
e 1 Corinthians 4:2, a faithful steward
e Matthew 25:21, 23, etc.

* “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased...” Matthew 3:17, 17:5



Jesus, Our Example W
Humility
e Philippians 2:5-8, a fundamental quality
and one demonstrated by Jesus.

e 1 Peter 5:5-6, God resists the proud, but
gives grace to the humble



| Jesus, Our Example ‘
Walking in love

* Ephesians 5:1-2, as Christ also has loved
us and given Himself for us...

e John 15:12-13, 13:34-35, He
demonstrated love, and calls for us to do so

e 1 John 3:16, we know love
» Critical in every relationship we are in
iﬁ e 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 }




Jesus, Our Example
In serving

e John 13:15, after He washed the disciples’
feet (1-15)

e Matthew 20:25-28, we serve, as He came
to serve...

» Serving could present more opportunities to
teach and influence others for Him.

|



f Jesus, Our Example ‘
In suffering

1 Peter 2:21-23, He suffered to the point of
death

e Hebrews 12:3 — He endured hostilities

e Matthew 10:24-25, we are not above the
teacher

R 1 Peter 3:13-17

I\




Jesus, Our Example %
In forgiveness

* Colossians 3:13, even as Christ forgave,
SO you also must do

» Examples of forgiveness are desperately
needed today
(consider the unforgiving darkness around us)

e Matthew 6:14-16, as we forgive, we will be
forgiven

e Luke 23:34, Jesus lived it!
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Jesus recognized others
* Throughout his ministry, we find numerous
examples that Jesus recognized:

e Mark 12:41-45, the widow with two mites
(small coins).
We learn from her that God doesn’t view
giving as men do.



Jesus recognized others
e Mark 14:3-9, as Mary (John 12:6-7)
anoints the head of Jesus with costly oll.
While criticized by some, Jesus commends
her.

* Note vs. 9, Assuredly, | say to you,
wherever this gospel is preached in the whole
world, what this woman has done will also be
told as a memorial to her.



Jesus recognized others
* Luke 7:36-39, a woman (called a sinner by
Simon the Pharisee), washes the feet of
Jesus with her tears, and wipes them with her
hair.

e Jesus used the occasion to teach a lesson In
hospitality, judging, gratitude and
forgiveness. Note. Vs 44, Do you see this
woman...?



What would
Jesus say about
my example?
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