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Why The Cross?



Questions About the Cross
The mystery of the cross

"I see crosses there, not just of one kind but
made in many different ways: some have
their victims with head down to the
ground……others stretch out their arms on
the gibbet.“

Seneca the Younger
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Why Jesus Died?
To demonstrate His love

But God demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

Romans 5:8



Why Jesus Died?
To demonstrate His love

The cross was not a choice among choices

Jesus dying on the cross was the only way….



Then He said to them, "These are the words which
I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which were written in the
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
concerning Me.“ And He opened their
understanding, that they might comprehend the
Scriptures. Then He said to them, "Thus it is
written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead the third day”

Luke 24:44-46



Ordained Before Time Began

All who dwell on the earth will worship him,
whose names have not been written in the
Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.

Revelation 13:8



Ordained Before Time Began

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without spot.
He indeed was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times for you

1 Peter 1:19-20



Ordained Before Time Began

Jesus’ death was pre-ordained

It was necessary to fulfill all righteousness

The Old Testament taught this



Necessary to End Old Laws

For where there is a testament, there must
also of necessity be the death of the testator.

Hebrews 9:16



Necessary to End Old Laws

Romans 7:1-4

“if her husband dies, she is free from that
law, so that she is no adulteress, though she
has married another man. Therefore, my
brethren, you also have become dead to the
law through the body of Christ”



Necessary to End Old Laws

The only way the Old Covenants could pass

Death of the covenant maker

It was necessary for God to die for us

To establish the New Covenant



Only Means of Mercy and Justice

Righteousness and justice are the foundation
of Your throne…. Psalm 89:14a

God is a just judge, and God is angry with the
wicked every day Psalm 7:11

There is no partiality with God. Romans 2:11



Only Means of Mercy and Justice

If God is just and impartial:

ALL sin must be punished

God CANNOT merely overlook sin



Only Means of Mercy and Justice

Righteousness and justice are the foundation
of Your throne; mercy and truth go before
Your face. Psalm 89:14

God’s desire is to show mercy

How can God be both just and merciful?



Only Means of Mercy and Justice

All we like sheep have gone astray; We have
turned, every one, to his own way; and the
LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6



Only Means of Mercy and Justice

Jesus would sacrificially pay for the sins of all

Being God in the flesh made this effective

He had to die for God to be just and merciful



The Cross Was the Means

Why the cross?

It was immensely painful

This was not the key characteristic



The Cross Was the Means

To the Jew:

His body shall not remain overnight on the
tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so
that you do not defile the land which the LORD
your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he
who is hanged is accursed of God

Deuteronomy 21:23



The Cross Was the Means

To the Jew:

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of
the law, having become a curse for us (for it
is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs
on a tree")

Galatians 3:13



The Cross Was the Means

To the Jew:

Being hung on a tree was symbolic

It suggested God had afflicted this person

Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted.

Isaiah 53:4b



The Cross Was the Means

To the Gentile:

“And you, Verres, confirm that he did cry
out that he was a Roman citizen, yet you
sent him to a most cruel and shameful
death anyhow!”

Cicero Against Verres – 1st Century



The Cross Was the Means

To the Gentile:

“Let the very word ‘cross’ be far removed
from not only the bodies of Roman citizens,
but even from their thoughts, their eyes,
and their ears”

Cicero – 1st Century



The Cross Was the Means

To the Gentile:

Being hung on a cross was symbolic

It suggested the ultimate penalty of evil

"Let Him be crucified!" Then the governor
said, "Why, what evil has He done?“

Matthew 27:22b-23a



The Cross Was the Means

When the people saw Jesus on the cross:

And those who passed by blasphemed Him,
wagging their heads and saying, "You who
destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of
God, come down from the cross.“

Matthew 27:39-40



The Cross Was the Means

The cross was meant to be:

Shameful – Hebrews 12:2

Dishonoring – Isaiah 53:3

Humiliating – Philippians 2:8

To both the Jew AND the Gentile



It HAD To Be This Way
Jesus HAD to be God in the flesh

Jesus HAD To die to save us

To put away the previous covenants

To allow God to be just and merciful

Jesus HAD to die on the cross

So that the shame of sin was seen





The Symbol of the Cross
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The Symbol of the Cross
Or do you not know that as many of us 
as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.   Romans 6:3 
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