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Thanksgiving Day

Learning from our Calendar (15)



My purpose - Reminder

This year, I am preaching through the calendar – 

an ongoing study of holidays and observances we 

find on our calendars.  

 This is not about observing these days as the 

church.  But typically, what we see on the 

calendar causes us to reflect on what that day is 

about 

 Thursday, November 27 is Thanksgiving Day. What 

can we learn from God’s word based on this day?



 Thanksgiving observance traces its origin back to 
1621 when citizens of the Plymouth Colony and Native 
Americans of the Wampanoag tribe observed a 3 day 
celebration together as the pilgrims were taught how 
to survive in America.

 According to accounts, both groups made provisions 
for the feast.  

 Observance of thanksgiving have early roots in 
American history, but it was Abraham Lincoln who 
declared an annual observance in 1863 on the last 
Thursday in November. 



  In 1941, FDR established it as the 4th Thursday of 
November (with much debate).  In 1963, President 
Kenedy made it a legal holiday. 

 It is typically observed with family gatherings, 
feasting, acts of goodwill, parades, watching football, 
etc. 

 It is also considered the beginning of the holiday 
season (which is why retailers requested FDR make it 
the 4th Thursday).  

 As Christians, we have many reasons to be thankful.  



What is thanksgiving?

 NOTE: We will now be using this term as it is 

defined and used in scripture.

 “ Thanksgiving” is found 34x in Bible (9x NT).

 “Thanks” is found 108X in Bible (59x NT)

 From the Greek, εὐχαριστία (eucharista).  It is 

the act of expressing gratitude or appreciation 

for blessings received.



What is thanksgiving?

 It is an acknowledgment that we have been 
blessed, as well as who has blessed us and in 
what ways.  
 It also serves as a reminder of our dependence 
upon God (and others).  

 The sin of ingratitude – our society fails to be 
grateful in many ways: pride, self-centeredness, 
selfishness.  Bad habits – fault finding, self-pity 
(victim mentality), constant comparisons, 
materialism, busyness, & entitlement, etc. 
2 Timothy 3:1-5, Romans 1:21



In everything give thanks

 The Bible is clear that we ought to be thankful. 

 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 – in everything…

 Ephesians 5:20 – …always for all things…

 2 Corinthians 9:15 - thanks be to God for His 

indescribable gift.



In everything give thanks

 The Bible is clear that we ought to be thankful. 

 Psalm 92:1-2, It is good to give thanks to the 

LORD, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most 

High; To declare Your lovingkindness in the 

morning, And Your faithfulness every night

 Psalm 100:4, Enter into His gates with 

thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be 

thankful to Him, and bless His name.



In everything give thanks

 For our physical blessings

 1 Timothy 4:3-4 – all foods received with 

thanksgiving

 James 1:17 – every good and perfect gift is 

from above… 

 3 John 2, Beloved, I pray that you may prosper 

in all things and be in health, just as your soul 

prospers.



In everything give thanks

 For our spiritual blessings

 Colossians 2:6-7 – as you have received 

Christ, so walk in Him… abounding in it with 

thanksgiving

 Ephesians 1:3 – every spiritual blessing in Him



In everything give thanks

Why should I be thankful? 

 Because God loves me 

 The word for thanksgiving is rooted in grace. 
 God has been gracious to us! 

 John 3:16, 1 John 4:8

 Psalm 107:1, Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He 
is good! For His mercy endures forever.  

 107:8, Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD 
for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the 
children of men! (4x in this psalm)



In everything give thanks

Why should I be thankful? 

 Because He provides for us

 Matthew 5:45 – He gives rain and sunshine

 Matthew 6:11 – Give us this day our daily 

bread…

 Matthew 6:30-33 – He knows what we need



In everything give thanks

Why should I be thankful? 

 Because He forgives us

 Is there a greater need? 

 Psalm 103:2-3, Bless the LORD, O my soul, And 

forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your 

iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,

 Romans 6:17-18, But God thanked… 



In everything give thanks

Why should I be thankful? 

 Because we have a spiritual family, His church

 2 Thessalonians 1:3, We are bound to thank 

God always for you… 

 Ephesians 1:16, Paul did not cease to give 

thanks for them



In everything give thanks

Why should I be thankful? 

 Because He has given us His word

 Psalm 119:97-98, Oh, how I love Your law! It 
is my meditation all the day. You, through Your 
commandments, make me wiser than my 
enemies; For they are ever with me.

 119:62, At midnight I will rise to give thanks to 
You, Because of Your righteous judgments.

 1 Corinthians 2:9-12, 2 Peter 1:3, etc.



In everything give thanks

Why should I be thankful? 

 Because He has provided something better for us 

beyond this life

 Hebrews 12:28-29, we are receiving a 

kingdom which cannot be shaken… 



In everything give thanks

Why should I be thankful? 

 Because He answers our prayers

 1 John 5:14-15, we have the confidence if we 

ask anything according to His will, He hears…

 1 Peter 3:12, the eyes of the Lord are on the 

righteous and His ears open to their prayers…



In everything give thanks

In good times and bad

 Let us be thankful at all times.

 Never forget God – Proverbs 30:8-9

 Acts 16:25 - Paul and Silas in prison in Philippi, 

singing and praying

 James 1:2-5 – count it all joy… as for wisdom



HOW should we express thanksgiving?

Through prayer

 The most direct instructions 

 Philippians 4:6-7 – Be anxious for nothings… 

with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known

 1 Timothy 2:1 – giving of thanks for all men

 Colossians 3:17 – do all in His name, giving 

thanks through Him



HOW should we express thanksgiving?

With our whole being

 Heart, soul, mind and body

 Gratitude is a foundational quality that will govern 
your life.

 Colossians 2:6-7, As you therefore have received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and 
built up in Him and established in the faith, as you 
have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

 Colossians 3:17 – whatever you do… giving thanks 
through Him



HOW should we express thanksgiving?

In worship to God

 Worship should always be done with gratitude

 Ephesians 5:19-20 - singing, giving thanks

 Hebrews 13:15 – the fruit of our lips, the sacrifice 

of praise, giving thanks to His name.

 Psalm 95:1-2, Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! 

Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. Let 

us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us 

shout joyfully to Him with psalms.



HOW should we express thanksgiving?

By counting our blessings

 We will NEVER outgive God

 Considering what we DO have can lead to being 
grateful.  Especially when we are objective and 
thorough.

 Psalm 103:2, Bless the LORD, O my soul, And 
forget not all His benefits:

 James 1:17, every good and perfect gift comes 
from above…



HOW should we express thanksgiving?

By being content

 Be thankful for what you DO have! 

 1 Timothy 6:6-8 – godliness with contentment 

is great gain

 Philippians 4:11-13, I have learned in 

whatever state I am to be content…

 cf. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 – Paul’s thorn in 

the flesh.



HOW should we express thanksgiving?

By saying “thank you” to others

 Be thankful AND MEAN IT!

 We are called to be gracious, humble and 

considerate. 

 Gratitude is not exclusive toward God.  When 

man does good, let him know. 

 Cf. Philippians 4:14ff– gratitude for his 

support



HOW should we express thanksgiving?

By paying it forward

 If someone has helped you when you needed it, pass 
it on.  

 The life of a Christians is selfless. 

 Philippians 2:3-4 – look out for the interests of 
others. 

 Consider Paul, grateful for what Jesus did for him, he 
devoted his life to serving Him.

 Cf. Matthew 18:21-35 – the parable of the 
unforgiving steward.  He was NOT grateful. 



Concluding thoughts

God’s word calls for us to be thankful.  

  We have SO MUCH to be thankful for! 

  Let us never take for granted our blessings, both 
physical and spiritual.

 So, as you enjoy your family this coming week, 
PLEASE pause and give thanks.  I will give the day 
greater perspective. 

 FINALLY, understand that gratitude is NOT a “once 
a year” attitude!
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Does thankfulness 

define you?
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Let us pray!
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