Softfly and Tenderly
274, Hymns for Worship




BACKGROUND

* Written ~1880 by Willlam Lamartine
Thompson (1847-1909)

» Raised in Ohio and studied music and
began writing folk and patriofic songs.

* A friend of Dwight Moody whom he visited
on his deathbed.

* Also wrote: There's a great day coming;
Lead me Gently Home; & Jesus is all the
World to Me.

TN

* An old, well established and popular hymn.



BACKGROUND

oftly and Tenderly Is an invitation song in
which our Lord is gently inviting us to “Ycome
home”

- Whether it be to become part of His
kingdom

- OR return from living a sinful lifestyle.




Vs. 1 -Jesus is calling

- doftly and tenderly Jesus is calling

* The foundation of this hymn —is His
invitation. Matthew 11:28-30

 [tisgentle. 1 Kings 19:11-12 — with a “still,
small voice” YHWH spoke with Elijah.

« John 10:11 - Jesus is our Shepherd

 He is calling - 2 Thessalonians 2:14 —we
are called through the gospel. Cf. 2 Peter
3:9




Vs. 1 -Jesus is calling

* Calling for you and for me.

Matthew 9:13 - He came to call sinners to
repenfance

e |IT1s available To ANYONE who will come —
John 6:37, 7:37-38, Titus 2:11

 NOTE: An alternative title to this song s,
“For You and for Me” as it is repeated with
each thought



N

Vs. 1 -Jesus is calling

ee on the portal He's waiting and watching...
for you and for me

« A portalis a door or gate. An enfrance.
« John 10:7 — | am the door of the sheep

« Revelation 3:20 — He stands at the door and
knocks waiting for us to open.

- James 5:9, ... Behold the Judge is standing at
the door.

* He Is watching for us to come home — cf. Luke
15:20



N

Vs. 2 - Jesus is pleading

hy should we tarry when Jesus is
pleading... for you and for me

* Pleading implies a strong urging, an
enfreaty (even begging).

« At times Jesus would plead — John 7:37 —
He cried out

* For you and for me — Hebrews 3:15



Vs. 2 - Jesus is pleading

* Why should we linger and heed not His
mercies... for you and for me

« God is merciful — Ephesians 2:4-5 - He Is
rich in mercy. He is loving, gracious and
longsuffering, efc.

- We see this In the sending of His Son.

* Genesis 19:16 - Lot lingered
Acts 24:25 — Felix procrastinated

* There Is great danger in delay.
* For you and for me — Romans 5:6



Vs. 3 - Time is now fleeting

* Time is now fleeting, the moments are
passing... for you and for me

 James 4:14 - Qur life Is a vapor

 Time, once lost, cannot be reclaimed.
Thus we must redeem the time —
Ephesians 5:15-16, Colossians 4:5

* With the passing of time
- Opportunities are lost
- Hearts may be hardened — Heb. 3:12-15

« Passing for you and for me — a day is coming...



Vs. 3 - Time is now fleeting

« Shadows are gathering, life’s end is coming...
for you and for me

» Life's “sunset” offen describes the coming of
death later in life. We wear out and will die.

e This was a dilemma for Solomon in
Ecclesiastes 3:19-20, also 9:1-6

 Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 - Solomon’s
conclusion.

« Coming for you and for me — Hebrews 9:27



Vs. 4 - The love of Jesus

* Oh, for the wonderful love He has promised... for
you and for me.

e Love is The foundation of the life of Jesus and our
God -1 John 4:8, John 3:16

1 John 3:16 - by this we know love

* 1 John 2:25 - He has promised us eternal lite.
Romans 6:23 — the gift of God is eternal life
Titus 1:2 — promised before fime began
1 Timothy 4:8 — godliness has promise of life

* For you and for me — Titus 2:11,
1 Timothy 2:3-4



Vs. 4 - The love of Jesus

ough we have sinned He has mercy and
pardon... for you and for me

« NO matter what we have done, we can be
forgiven

* His grace is greater than our sins — Romans
5:20-21 (cf. 6:1-2ff), 1 Timothy 1:14-15 -
Paul's past

» Isaiah 1:18 — though your sins be as scarlet...
Psalm 103:12, As far as the east is from the
west, So far has He removed our
transgressions from us.



N

Vs. 4 - The love of Jesus

* Though we have sinned He has mercy and
pardon... for you and for me

*We can be pardoned - Acts 2:38, 22:16,
Romans 4:7-8
(cf. Micah 7:18 — Who is a God like You,
Pardoning iniquity and passing over the
fransgression of the remnant of His
herifage...).

« For you and for me — again, for all



N

Chorus - “Come home...”

« Come home, come home...

« Again, consider the prodigal son and his
father waiting.

« God has promised a home to those who furn
to HHm —John 14:1-3 — In My Father’s house
are many mansions (rooms)...

2 Corinthians 5:1 — if our earthly house Is
destroyed, we have a building from God...
Hebrews 11:16 — He has prepared a place



N

Chorus - “Come home...”

Ye who are weary, come home...

* Sin IS a heavy burden — with spirifual, physical
and mental consequences
— Lawlessness — 1 John 3:4
— We fall short of His glory - Romans 3:23
- Spiritual death — Romans 6:23
- Bondage — Hebrews 2:15

» Sin will tfake you farther than you want to go,
keep you longer than you want to stay and
cost you more than you want fo pay



R Chorus - “Come home..."”

» Earnestly tenderly Jesus is calling
* Yes He is!

» Calling, O sinner, come home -

- Romans 8:1-2, There Is therefore now no
condemnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus, who do not walk according fo the flesh,
buf according to the Spirit. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free
from the law of sin and dearth.



Softly and Tenderly

 This is an invitation song!
« At every service we offer an invitation.

* If you are not right with God, Jesus Is softly
and tenderly calling.

* Please answer that call while you have
opportunity.
- Obey the gospel - Acts 2:38, 22:16
- Come back -1 John 1:9, Acts 8:22



Jesus is tenderly calling.
Will you answer?




Let us pray!




	Slide 1: Softly and Tenderly #274, Hymns for Worship
	Slide 2: Background
	Slide 3: Background
	Slide 4: Vs. 1 – Jesus is calling
	Slide 5: Vs. 1 – Jesus is calling
	Slide 6: Vs. 1 – Jesus is calling
	Slide 7: Vs. 2 – Jesus is pleading
	Slide 8: Vs. 2 – Jesus is pleading
	Slide 9: Vs. 3 – Time is now fleeting
	Slide 10: Vs. 3 – Time is now fleeting
	Slide 11: Vs. 4 – The love of Jesus
	Slide 12: Vs. 4 – The love of Jesus
	Slide 13: Vs. 4 – The love of Jesus
	Slide 14: Chorus – “Come home…”
	Slide 15: Chorus – “Come home…”
	Slide 16: Chorus – “Come home…”
	Slide 17: Softly and Tenderly
	Slide 18: Jesus is tenderly calling.  Will you answer?
	Slide 19: Let us pray!

