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Observing 

Christmas

Learning from our Calendar (16)



My purpose - Reminder

This year, I am preaching through the calendar – 
an ongoing study of holidays and observances we 
find on our calendars.   This lesson brings this 
theme to its conclusion.

 This is not about observing these days as the 
church.  But typically, what we see on the 
calendar causes us to reflect on what that day is 
about.

 Thursday, December 25 is Christmas day. What 
can we learn from God’s word based on this day?



Concerning Christmas

 Of all the holidays we have examined, this is one of 
the most prominent

 It is a day set aside to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

 It is also a secular holiday with family and national 
traditions, some based upon religious foundations, 
others cultural, and many whose original purpose 
have been forgotten. 

 In this lesson we will address what the Bible says 
about this holiday and what the Bible says about the 
birth of Jesus.



Concerning Christmas

 NOTE: AS I present this lesson, I mean no ill will 

towards anyone.  Nor do I question the sincerity 

of observers of this day.  I cannot read hearts.  

But I do appeal to each of us to openly and 

honestly consider what God’s word has to say 

about observing days like these.  And if it is 

unpopular or controversial, then so be it.  Let’s 

talk about it! 



The Origin of Christmas

 What day is the birth of Jesus? 

 The answer is, we do not know! 

 According to Britannica, December 25th was 
documented as the birthday of Jesus in as early as 204 
AD (Hyppolitus) and/or 221 AD (Sextus Julius 
Aficanus). 

 Some tie Dec. 25th to His birth believing Jesus was 
conceived on March 25th.  9 months later He was born. 

 But we do NOT know when Jesus was born because it 
is NOT revealed in the Bible.  Thus NT writers did not 
see importance in recording that date. 



The Origin of Christmas

 When did the observance of Christmas 

(celebrating the birth of Christ) begin?

 A documented celebration of his birth (much 

subdued) is not recorded until ~336 AD.

Some tie this to Roman pagan observances 

associated with the winter solstice (first day of 

winter, i.e., shortest day of the year) as a 

celebration of the rebirth of a new year.



The Origin of Christmas

 “Christmas” is derived from the Latin for “Christ 
mass”.  Mass is a Catholic observance where 
communion is offered as well as other rituals. This 
“Mass” celebrates the birth of Jesus. 

The terms “Christmas” or “Mass” are not found in 
scripture anywhere. 

 The first recorded usage of the term dates to 1038 
AD.

 NOTE: The word has also been secularized, meaning 
it is often used without intending it to have religious 
significance.  



The Origin of Christmas

  Other elements associated with the holiday – the 
Christmas tree, singing carols, gift giving, candles, special 
services, nativity scenes, the material promotion of the 
holiday, etc. all have varying dates of origin and are NOT 
found anywhere in scripture. 

  NOR is “Santa Claus”.  Supposedly named after a 4th 
century Greek Bishop, Saint Nicolas known for his 
generosity and acts of kindness.  He is also known as the 
patron saint of children.  
He was typically depicted as wearing a red Cardinal’s robe.

The modern, mythical concept of Santa developed much 
later.



Why we do not observe Christmas

 The Bible is SILENT on its observance 

 Silence is NOT a valid way to establish 

authority.  At best it is questionable. 

Colossians 3:17, 1 Corinthians 4:6, 17

 As you study scripture there is danger to 

justifying something by saying, “Well it 

doesn’t say we cannot.”  When God specifies, 

that limits what we can do. 



Why we do not observe Christmas

 The Bible is SILENT on its observance 

He has clearly given us a pattern for how to 
worship Him (John 4:24).

 Ephesians 3:10-11 – the church predates 
our creation and demonstrates the wisdom of 
God.
The church belongs to Jesus – Ephesians 
1:22-23, Matthew 16:18.  As His church, 
He determines what we can and cannot do. 



Why we do not observe Christmas

  The Observance of Christmas by the 
Catholic/Denominational world is a tradition of 
men

  We have noted when it began to be observed.  Too late 
to be Biblical.

 Matthew 15:3, 8-9, Colossians 2:8 – traditions 
setting aside God’s pattern make worship void. 

  When churches preach on these subjects without 
addressing that it is without authority, they could be 
deceiving some in the audience.  
2 John 9-11, Ephesians 5:11



Why we do not observe Christmas

 BUT, isn’t remembering the birth of Christ a 
good thing?

 Absolutely! And we should!

 I do not question the good associated with: 
- Encouraging a spirit of giving/sharing
- Opportunities for families to get together
- Concern & compassion for the needy
- That society IS reminded of Jesus coming to 
earth.

BUT, does the good that something produces or 
the appearance of good make it right? 
What makes something right – is it authorized?



Remembering the birth of Jesus

 The birth of Jesus is addressed in 2 gospels

 Matthew 1:18-25 – Mary is with Child.  
Joseph told to marry her. 
2:1-8 – as a child, He is visited by wise men and 
flees to Egypt

 Luke 1-2 - events leading up the birth of John 
the Baptist & Jesus.  His birth in an animal stall 
& laid in a manger.  Shepherds visited Him there.  
Events associated with His circumcision and 
weaning. 

 Galatians 4:4 – the fullness of the time. 



Remembering the birth of Jesus

 Why did Jesus come to this earth?

 He DID come to this earth. 

 He came to save us – 1 John 4:14, John 

3:16, Romans 5:6-9 

 He came to reveal the Father to us – John 

1:18, Hebrews 1:2-3, cf. Mathew 1:23 

(Isaiah 7:14)



Remembering the birth of Jesus

 Why did Jesus come to this earth?

 He came to give us an example of how to live: 
 - 1 Corinthians 11:1
 - Overcoming temptations – Hebrews 4:14-15
 - How to forgive others – Colossians 3:12-13, 
 Matthew 6:14-15
 - Serving others – Galatians 5:13, 
  Matthew 20:25-28
 - Humility – Philippians 2:3-8
 - How to endure trials and sufferings – 
  1 Peter 2:21-24



How should we observe the birth of Jesus

 We ought to preach it! 

 This is the primary way we observe His birth.  By 
proclaiming His incarnation, events surrounding 
His birth and what His life means to us. 

Through various acts of worship 
 - We sing songs about Him – Ephesians 5:19 
 - Thanking Him in our prayers – 
    2 Corinthians 9:15
 - The Lord’s Supper – while it is about His 
death, that would not occur if He were not born  
– 1 Corinthians 11:23-26



How should we observe the birth of Jesus

 By living as He lived

 Colossians 2:6 – As you therefore have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him.  
 In this we do declare that He really lived. 

 By giving ourselves to Him
 - Romans 12:1-2, Galatians 2:20, 
Romans 13:14 – He is the foundation of our 
lives



What about the secular observance of 

Christmas traditions?
  Can Christians observe Christmas as a secular holiday? 

Some struggle with this for various reasons. 
NOTE: I said, “can” and not “should”. 

  Personally, I believe such are acceptable.  The observance 
of this holiday has a dual nature which can be 
distinguished. We SHOULD make the distinction! 

  Romans 14:5-8 deals with Christian liberties, especially 
days.  IF you choose to observe a holiday, do so to the glory 
of God.  If NOT, do so to the glory of God. 

  Should you choose to observe family traditions, remember 
your faith – e.g., materialism, honesty, your influence, etc.

  Also, remember your brethren and their convictions! 



Concluding thoughts

 We do appreciate and observe the birth of 
Jesus, but as with every holiday, we respect 
God’s pattern and boundaries in what we do.

 It is not a matter of remembering His birth, 
but HOW we do that. 

 We hear the mantra, “Let’s put Christ back 
in Christmas.”  But Biblically, He has never 
been there.

 Instead… 
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Let’s put Christ back into 

our lives at all times.

Learning from our Calendar (16)
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Let us pray!

Learning from our Calendar (15)
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