
Giving Satan Advantage

2 Corinthians 2:11



Introduction

 From time to time we mention Satan in our 

lessons/classes, or devote lessons of warning 

about Him. 

 In this lesson, we want to focus on Paul’s 

warning in 2 Corinthians 2:11, lest Satan 

should take advantage of us; for we are not 

ignorant of his devices.



Introduction - Context

 In this 2nd (or 3rd – cf. 1 Cor. 5:9) letter of Paul, 
he is commending them for following His 
instructions to deal with a sinning brother. 

 In fact they were so thorough that Paul needed 
to give them further instructions to forgive the 
offending brother who had repented and restore 
fellowship.  To NOT do so leads to our text… 

 Satan wants to rob us.  So let’s focus on some 
ways that Satan might take advantage of us. 



Satan appeals to our ignorance

 Our text, 2 Cor. 2:11, notes we must not be ignorant 
of our devices.  Implied is the possibility.

 One of the biggest dangers we might face is to 
underestimate the power of Satan.  He rules in this 
world – 1 John 5:19.  

 We are not exempt – 2 Corinthians 11:3.

 Hosea 4:6, My people are destroyed for a lack of 
knowledge. 

 To overcome ignorance, we must learn as much as 
we can about him and how he works. 



Satan will exploit indifference

 Do we care ENOUGH to take action? 

 As Paul wrote, while commended, the Corinthians needed 
to take further action.

 When we sin, individually or as the church, do we care 
enough to take action?

Matthew 13:15 – the hearts of this people have grown 
dull (cf. Isaiah 6:9-10)

Matthew 13:25, 39 – parable of wheat & tares, they slept

1 Corinthians 15:58 – we are to be steadfast…

 Hebrews 2:3 – how shall we escape if we neglect…



Satan will exploit through flawed reasoning

 Paul’s first letter to Corinth begin with his 

concern of the influence of wisdom of men (cf. 1 

Cor. 1:18-25, 3:19).  It was at the heart of 

numerous problems. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 – the god of this age blinds 

those perishing from the gospel.  Cf. Rom. 1:21-

22



Satan will exploit through flawed reasoning

 Satan attacks the minds of men.  He seeks to 

blur the line between truth and falsehood –

cf. 2 Corinthians 11:14

 If he can convince you to set aside God’s word, 

he will take advantage.  He did it with Eve! 

 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 – even our thoughts need 

to surrender to God’s will



Satan exploit through overconfidence 

 Sometimes we think we are stronger than we are.  

 Matthew 26:33-35 – Peter declared he would 

never deny Jesus, but he did – 3 times.

 1 Corinthians 10:12, Therefore let him who thinks 

he stands take heed lest he fall.

 Proverbs 14:16, A wise man fears and departs from 

evil, But a fool rages and is self-confident.

 Consider even Paul – 1 Corinthians 9:27



Satan exploit through carelessness 

 We are not thinking when we act.  Both indifference and 
overconfidence can produce this.

 1 Peter 5:8, the devil is on the prowl seeking to devour.

 He distracts – cf. Marry and Martha – Luke 10:40-42

Hebrews 2:1-3, Give the more earnest heed… lest we 
drift away

Ephesians 5:17, Do not be unwise (foolish - one who fails 
to employ understanding), but understand what the will of 
the Lord is.



When we get too close to “the line”

 Sometimes people want to know how far they 

can go in a given circumstance without sinning.  

 And while there is a line between good & evil, 

righteousness & sin, right & wrong, SHOULD it be 

our goal to see how close to that line we can get, 

or should we take a few steps away?

 E.g, 2 Timothy 2:22, Flee youthful lusts.  



When we get too close to “the line”

 James 4:7, we are to resist the devil – openly 

and strongly oppose him.  

 Ephesians 6:10-13 – we put on the whole 

armor of God.

 NOTE: If a preacher cares about your soul, he is 

NOT going to encourage you by preaching, “the 

line”.  He will preach the ideal standard that 

keeps you far away from that line! 



When we make excuses

 Excuses often dismiss reality and true acceptance.  
Instead, we seek to justify or lessen the 
seriousness/accountability of our decisions. 

 Satan loves excuses.  Both Adam & Eve used them, 
Genesis 3:10-13.

 Luke 14:16-20, those invited made excuses…

 With various examples of excuses in scripture, 
understand: 1) They never worked with God; 
2) They usually led to more troubles. 



When we refuse to forgive

 When forgiveness is absent, all sorts of ungodly 

attitudes are present – bitterness, rage, hateful 

conduct, slander, murder in the heart (or worse), 

emotional and physical consequences. 

 Satan loves it when we refuse to forgive.  

Especially among brethren!  It destroys unity! 

 James 3:14-16 – worldly wisdom! 



When we refuse to forgive

 Hebrews 12:14-15 – pursue peace… lest 

bitterness arise and cause trouble

 Ephesians 4:26-27 – be angry and do not sin

 Matthew 6:14-15, 18:35, James 2:13, etc. 



When we refuse to repent

 Repentance is a part of being forgiven.  As 

Christians, when we sin we must repent –

Acts 8:22, 1 John 1:9

 It means we resolve to change from the heart -

cf. 2 Corinthians 7:10-11



When we refuse to repent

 Sometimes, even Christians engage in faux 

repentance.  It is not genuine. 

 Satan WILL exploit this: 

1) Causing you to under-valuate your self-worth

2) Tempt you to delay change

3) Encourage you to justify your behavior

4) Keep pounding away because he knows your 

weakness



How can we avoid Satan taking advantage?

 Be sober and vigilant – 1 Peter 5:8-9

Understand you do NOT have to let him rule over 

you – 1 Corinthians 10:13

 Declare war on the devil in your life –

Ephesians 6:13-18, 1 Timothy 6:12

 Remember who is on your side – 1 John 4:4

 Keep growing spiritually – 2 Peter 3:18



Is Satan taking 

advantage of you?

2 Corinthians 2:11



Let us pray!

2 Corinthians 2:11
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