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Introduction 

•  We have introduced our theme for 2026, “What God 
has (and has not) joined together”.  This theme is based 
on Matthew 19:6.

•   We will be examining some doctrines, specifically 
things that God has joined together (they complement 
each other) while many in the world reject or redefine 
their union.

•  Last week we examined the text of Matthew 19:1-
12 and noted how God has joined together husband 
and wife for life.  Man is NOT to separate (with the one 
exception).  



Introduction 

• Today we notice how God has joined together 
faith and works concerning our salvation. 

•  That man’s part in salvation involves “faith 
only” is the prevailing view of salvation among 
denominations. 

• Last month we examined James 2:14-26 
which clearly joins faith and work together, but 
is that related to “saving faith”?  Must we do 
anything besides “believe” to be saved? 



“Faith only”

•  NOTE: Most of the denominational world believes 
that obedience is important, just not as part of 
being saved.  

•  The answer to James 2:24 (“not by faith only”) 
is that it does not deal with being saved, but a 
manifestation that we have faith.   They view the 
faith of this text as different from Ephesians 
2:8-9 & Romans 4:1-5.

•  And while I will acknowledge SOME distinction, 
we cannot escape vs. 14 & 17 which tie our 
faith to our salvation, namely that we MUST obey. 



“Faith only”

•  “Faith only” is very prevalent

• The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 
Church (1956 edition, pg. 29, ¶ 68) notes, 
Wherefore, that we are justified by faith, only, is a 
most wholesome doctrine and full of comfort.” 

•The Hiscox Standard Manual for Baptist Churches, 
on pg. 20-21 notes, Baptism is not essential to 
salvation… but it is essential to obedience, since 
Christ has commanded it. 



“Faith only”

•  “Faith only” is very prevalent

•   A prominent website answering the question, 
“Why is faith alone in Christ alone the only way to 
be saved?”  His answer: 
Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone because all 
of our righteous deeds are tainted by sin (Isaiah 
64:6) and are not good enough for us to merit 
salvation. Therefore, because there is nothing we 
can do to obtain it, there’s only one thing left for us 
to do, trust in what God has done in the person and 
work of Jesus.  CARM.org, 12/15/2024



“Faith only”

• “Faith only” is very prevalent

•The implication is that if we do ANYTHING our 
salvation is not by faith (alone) in Jesus.  Many 
advocate this to be true because of our fallen 
nature.

• Thus, this doctrine teaches that faith and 
works are NOT joined together.

• But what does the Bible say?



Defining faith

•  Faith (πίστις, pistis) means firm belief and trust in God. 
The word “believe” is based on the same root word.  
Typically, “faith” is a noun and “believe” is a verb.  
But the term is used in more than one way.

•  It can mean the simple act of believing -  
Mark 16:15, 9:24, Matthew 14:31, John 2:22, 
8:24. 

• It can also be an inclusive term of EVERYTHING we do 
because we believe – Acts 16:31, John 3:16, 36, 
Hebrews 10:39. Ephesians 2:8-9.

• The gospel itself is described as “the faith” – Acts 6:7, 
Romans 1:5, etc. 



Defining faith

•  Works (ἔργον, ergon) describes doing something, 
or something that has been done.

•  This word can also have different usages.  

•  It can speak of meritorious works (something 
earned) – Ephesians 2:9, Romans 4:4

•  Or it can speak of acting in obedience BECAUSE 
you believe.  These are “works OF faith” – John 

6:28-29, 1 Thessalonians 1:3, etc.



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  THAT we are saved by faith is clearly taught in scripture. 

•  John 3:16, Romans 1:16, 10:9-10, Ephesians 
2:8, Acts 16:31, etc. 

•  BUT, no passage says, “by faith alone” or “only believe”.

•  The argument made by “faith only” advocates is that 
passages like these above describe God’s WHOLE plan of 
salvation.

•  BUT, what about passages like Acts 2:38 (cf. Luke 
24:46-47)?  Faith (belief ) is NOT mentioned.  Can we 
choose this passage as our exclusive way to salvation.



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  There are passages that describe belief that does NOT 
save! 

•  John 12:42-43, Nevertheless even among the rulers 
many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they 
did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the 
synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than 
the praise of God.

•  James 2:19-20, You believe that there is one God. 
You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!

•  James 2:14, … Can faith save him?

• Therefore saving faith is a certain TYPE of faith! 



Faith and works concerning salvation

• There are passages that describe belief in 
terms of action.

• John 6:28-29, Then they said to Him, 
“What shall we do, that we may work the works 
of God?” Jesus answered and said to them, “This 
is the work of God, that you believe in Him 
whom He sent.”

• 1 Thessalonians 1:3, …Your work of faith

• Hebrews 11, By faith… 



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  There are passages that describe belief in terms of 
action.

•  John 3:36, He who believes in the Son has 
everlasting life; and he who does not believe (obey 
– LSB, NASB, ESV) the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him.”

•  Cf. Acts 16:30-34 illustrates this, And he 
brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.”…  NOTE the follow-up



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  Also, MOST advocates of “faith only” will call on you to 
do more than merely believe. 

•  Romans 10:9-10, Calls for belief and confession 
(confessing Him as Lord)

•  Many will invite you to say “the sinner’s prayer”, which 
is NOT found in scripture. 

•  Most expect you to renounce the sinful ways of the 
world (hence, repentance is implied).  In fact, if one 
does not repent it might be said you did not believe in 
the first place.

•  If one says any of these is necessary, then “faith only” 
   is MORE than merely believing in Him. 



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  Continually we are called upon to take action based 
upon belief (faith)

•  Matthew 7:21-23, Not everyone who says to Me, 
‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven…

•  John 8:31-32, IF you abide in My word, you are my 
disciple indeed. 

•Philippians 2:12, Work out your own salvation…

•  Acts 2:40, Be saved (save yourselves – ESV, KJV) 
from this perverse generation.

•  Acts 10:34-35, whoever fears Him and works 
righteousness is accepted by Him.



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  There are many elements involved in our salvation

•  Ephesians 2:4-9, God’s grace and mercy

•  Revelation 1:5, Matthew 26:27-28, 

Ephesians 1:7, etc., the blood of Jesus

•  Romans 1:16, 1 Peter 1:23, James 

1:21, the gospel saves us

•  NOTE: These are all associated with God’s part in 
our salvation



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  There are many elements involved in our salvation

•  Hebrews 5:8-9, 1 Peter 1:22 - we must 
obey Him. 

•  Acts 2:38, 17:30-31, Luke 13:3 - 
repentance

•  Romans 10:9-10– confessing Him as Christ 

•  Acts 22:16, 2:38, Mark 16:16, 1 Peter 
3:20-21, Galatians 3:26-27, etc., baptism!

•  Matthew 10:22, Revelation 2:10 -    
  faithfulness



Faith and works concerning salvation

• There are many elements involved in our 
salvation

• Question: WHICH of these actions is NOT 
necessary?  Why? 

• Before you answer that consider also: 
 Revelation 22:18-19 – do not add to nor 
take away. 
James 2:10 – to stumble in one point is to 
be guilty



Faith and works concerning salvation

•  There are many elements involved in our 
salvation.  WHICH of these actions is NOT 
necessary?  Why? 

•  IS it more rational to isolate one passage (or 
concept) and ignore (or redefine) what others say?

•  And if so, WHICH one do we choose?  What if 
someone chooses to isolate a different passage? 

•  To fully understand any doctrine, we must 
consider ALL that it teaches – 
cf. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Acts 17:11, etc. 



Faith and works concerning salvation

• There are many elements involved in our 
salvation

• Concerning this list – God has done His part, 
but He also expects us to do our part.  He 
expects us to ACT (do something) to be saved.  

• And in so doing, we have NOT earned 
anything.  We have obeyed what He tells us to 
do and He responds as He has promised.  

• Obedience does NOT negate our faith!  



Are you willing to do whatever 
God tells you to do to be 

saved?

What God has joined together, 
let us not separate! 



Let us pray!
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