The Golden Rule

Matthew 7:12




“Moral rules” of life

The “iron rule” - do unto others before
they do unto you. (Might makes right)

The “bronze rule” - do unto others as
they have done to you. (Eye for an eye)

The “silver rule” - do NOT do unto
others as you would NOT have them do
unto you. (Do no harm)

The “golden rule” - do unto others AS
you would have them do unto you.



“Moral rules” of life

» Other “rules”

» The “tin rule” - do unto others as you
please to those beneath you, but give
consideration to those who are above
you.

» The “nepotism rule” - do unto family
well, but all others as you see fit.

» The “titanium rule” - do unto others AS
Jesus has done unto you. (WWJD)
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» Many sources have sought to
combine the “silver” and “gold”
rules as the same. But there is a
difference.

» Some make this distinction to say
that “the golden rule” predated the
teachings of Jesus.
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Examples predating Jesus

Confucius, “What you do not want others to do
to you, do not do to others”.

Hindu, “This is the sum of duty: Do aught to
others which if done to thee would cause thee
pain” (The Mahabharata)

Jewish Talmud, “What is hateful to you, do not
to your fellow man. That is the entire Law; all
the rest is commentary.”

These are actually the “silver rule”.

Mohammed, “No one of you is a believer until
he desires for his brother that which he desires
for himself.” NOTE: He lived ~570-632 AD.



The Golden Rule
Matthew 7:12

Jesus teaching “the golden rule”

What Jesus taught took the law
further. Instead of simply refraining
from doing to others what you do
not wish on yourself, He said act in
the way you would want to be
treating if circumstances were
reversed.

That was His message in the Sermon \

on the Mount.
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» In the sermon on the mount:

» Matthew 5:21-22 - Not just, “do not
murder”, but “do not be angry”

» Matthew 5:27-28 - Not “do not
commit adultery”, but “do not lust”

» Matthew 5:33-37 - Be honest. “Let
your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’, and you ‘no’ be ‘no’

» Matthew 5:38-42 - turn the other
cheek, go the extra mile
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In the sermon on the mount:

Matthew 5:43-48 - love your
enemies, do good and pray for them

Matthew 6:1-4 - Think of others
when you give. Don’t look to take credit

Matthew 7:1-5 - Be careful how you
judge. Judge as you would be judged.

Matthew 7:7-11 - give what is
needed, not something useless or
harmful (which leads to our text).
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» Matthew 7:12

» Therefore - ties this to the previous
thoughts.

» Whatever you want men to do to you -
implies totality.
Not applied randomly or when
convenient.
- LSB - “in all things, what you want...”
- NASB - “in everything therefore...”
- KJV - “all things, whatsoever you
would that men should do...”
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Matthew 7:12

» Matthew 7:12

» Do also to them - a present tense
imperative (keep doing)

» For this is the law and the prophets -
this is a foundational principle
Cf. Matthew 22:37-40,
Luke 10:25 a lawyer testing Jesus
answers the question.
(Note: Jews understood this!)
The lawyer then asks, “Who is my
neighbor?”
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Matthew 7:12

» Luke 10:29-37

» After the lawyer question Jesus He
taught the Parable of the Good
Samaritan.

» Notice 3 groups:

» The thieves - the “iron rule”

» The priest and Levite - the “silver rule”
» The good Samaritan - the “golden rule”
» Go and do likewise!
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» Be a good neighbor - Romans 15:2
» Look out for their best interests -
Philippians 2:3-4

» Act with love - Matthew 22:39,
Romans 13:10,
cf. 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a

» Act with kindness and compassion -
Colossians 3:12-13
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» Seek to build up (make a positive
impact) - Hebrews 10:24-25
Even if you have to “tear down” first
- 2 Timothy 4:2-3

» Pursue peace - Hebrews 12:14,
Romans 12:18

» Be honest always - 1 Peter 2:12

» Serve - Galatians 5:13,
Philippians 2:4, cf. Mark 10:45
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If | were hungry or had a need, would |
want someone to help me? James
2:14-18, Matthew 25:31-46

If someone questioned something |
said, did or they observed, would | want
them to give me the benefit of the
doubt? Matthew 7:1-5

If | was doing something wrong, would |
want others to warn me or ignore me?
James 5:19-20, Galatians 6:1-2
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If | had wronged someone, would | want
them to forgive me? Matthew 6:14-15,
Ephesians 4:32

If | were engaged in harmful behaviors
(addictions, wasteful conduct, bad
attitudes), would | want them to enable
me? 2 Thessalonians 3:10, Galatians
6:1-2

If someone heard something about me,
would | want them to come to me or spread
it maliciously to others?

1 Timothy 5:13, 2 Corinthians 12:20
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Would | want someone who disagreed
with me to be tolerant and respectful
to me? 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

Would | want someone to sacrifice
personal pleasures, time and resources
to help me if | have a need?

IF | were lost, would | want someone to
try and teach me the truth?
2 Corinthians 5:10-11
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Rarely in our society do we find in
our racially, politically and socially
divided society, the golden rule
being applied

But WHAT IF we applied the golden
rule:

To our homes? There would be
less divorce and brokenness.
Everyone would treat each other

properly and respect our roles.
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Applying the “golden rule”

WHAT IF we applied the golden rule:

To our government? Qur
representatives would think of us
instead of their self-serving agendas.
They would protect their citizens. They
would be honest and honorable, even
with those they disagreed with.

Crime would be duly punished.

Law abiding citizens would be praised
and not exploited.

Government would willingly be \

transparent.
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The Golden Rule
Matthew 7:12

WHAT IF we applied the golden rule:

To our business dealings?

There would be honesty in all things
with everyone.

Companies would deal fairly with
their customers/clients.

Products would be produced with
the highest quality.

Customers would not steal, cheat or
exploit business.
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» WHAT IF we applied the golden rule:

» To our communities?
We would be good neighbors.
There would be no prejudice or
lawless behavior.
We would help and respect each
other.
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» WHAT IF we applied the golden rule:

» To our churches?
There would be no divisions.
Problems would be discussed and
resolved with love and godliness.
Love would ALWAYS prevail.
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» Yes the golden rule is truly golden.
» Thus it is of highest value.
» Jesus taught this rule and lived it.

» Imagine if everyone applied it to
their lives!

» We live by this rule in hopes of
spending eternity with Him.

» Consider 1 John 4:20!




Is the rule of your
life “golden™?
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