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Introduction

® We have introduced our theme for 2026, "What
God has (and has not) joined together”. This

theme is based on Matthew 19:6.

® Last week we began a discussion of how God has
“joined together” baptism and salvation.

® We noted a number of straight forward passafg
that related baptism to salvation, and some of the
examples of conversion in the book of Acts.

® Today we want to answer some questions related

to this subject.




What God Has

S Examples in the book of Acts

Pentecost, 2:38 2:38 Remission of
Acts 2:37-41 sins
Samaritans, Simon 8:6 8:12-13 8:12

Acts 8:15-13

Ethiopian Eunuch 8:35 8:37 8:37% 8:38-39 Rejoiced
Acts 8:36-41

Saul (Paul) 22:16 9:18, 22:16  Sins washed
Acts 9:1-19, 22:16 away
Cornelius 10:2, 33 10:43 10:48 Remission of
Acts 10:25-48 sins
Lydia 16:14 16:14 16:15

Acts 16:13-15

Philippian Jailer 16:30-32 16:31 16:33% 16:33 Rejoicing
Acts 16:16-34

Corinthians, Crispus 18:8 18:8 18:8

- Acts 18:8

Ephesus —12 men 19:4-5 19:5 19:5 “In the name
Acts 19:1-5 of the Lord



What about examples that do not
mention baptism?
* When shown the chart of conversions in Acts, some

will appeal to examples that do NOT mention
baptism.

® Acts 4:4 —many heard and believed
Acts 5:14 - believers were increasingly added
Acts 6:7 — priests obedient to the faith
Acts 9:42-43 — Peter in Joppa — many believed...
Acts 11:21-22 - Antioch, a great number
believed and turned to the Lord




What about examples that do not
mention baptism?

" Examples in Acts that do NOT mention baptism.

* Acts 13:12 —Sergius Paulus believed

Acts 13:48 —as many as had been appointed to

eternal life believed (Antioch of Pisidia)

Acts 14:1 —Iconium, Jews and Gentiles believed
Acts 16:1 —Derbe, Eunice, mother of Timothy
Acts 17:12 —Berea, many believed
Acts 17:34 —in Athens, men joined him and
believed, including Dionysius, Damaris (a
woman) and others.




What about examples that do not
mention baptism?

 As previously noted, the words “believe” or “faith” can be
inclusive terms ( a single word that implies everything
involved).

® Consider Crispus - Acts 18:8 — Then Crispus, the ruler of
the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household.
And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were
baptized.

® While many believed and were baptized, what about
Crispus?

Consider 1 Corinthians 1:14-17 —Paul mentions
baptizing Crispus by name.

Proof that “Believed” can be an inclusive term.



What about examples that do not
mention baptism?

® The words “believe” or “faith” can be inclusive terms ( a
single word that implies everything involved).

P Consider 1 Corinthians 1:14-17

® But what about Paul deemphasizing baptism in this text?
Consider his point in the context — people dividing over who
they followed. He mentions baptism and crucifixion and
relates them to Christ (not baptized in his name —vs. 13).

Also vs. 15, the reason he was glad he did not baptize

many — lest they attribute it to him.

Vs. 17 — he was emphasizing his work as an apostle.




What about examples that do not
M
® The words “believe” or “faith” can be inclusive terms (
a single word that implies everything involved).

® Consider 1 Corinthians 1:14-17

® Clearly Paul did teach baptism — see other examples.
Also Romans 6:3-4, Galatians 3:27-28,
Colossians 2:11-13

® Thus Paul is NOT deemphasizing baptism, but the one
who does it!




What about examples that do not
M
® Also remember Acts 16:30-31, Believe on the
Lord and you will be saved...

This was followed by instructions that included
baptism.

*Why must every example include every detail one
did for it to imply salvation?

® What | do find remarkable is the number of
examples that mention baptism IF it was not
necessary.



- B What about examples that do not
mention baptism?

* Consider also the urgency with which baptism was
mentioned in Acts

® Acts 2:41, that day about 3000 souls added

® Acts 8:34-35, "See here is water, what hinders
me from being baptized?”

® Acts 9:18, immediately; 22:16, "“Why are you

waiting?”
\cts 16:33, “the same hour of the night.”




What about examples that do not

mention baptism?

® ALSO, there are examples in Acts that do not specifically
mention belief or faith.

® Acts 2:37-38, onthe day of Pentecost. Beliefis not
mentioned until Acts 2:44, AFTER they were baptized.

® Acts 9:17-18, only mentioned baptism. Same with 22:16.

® Acts 16:14-15, Lydia’s heart was opened and she was
baptized.

® Does this mean they did not believe? We know they did. It
was IMPLIED which advocates of “faith only” would

admit. So why is it we cannot imply “baptized” when all we
are told is “they believed”?



What about examples that do not
mention baptism?
® Finally, concerning this question. Be reminded

that NO passage we have discussed says, “only
believed” or “faith only”.

® James 2:24, isthe only passage that uses the
phrase, and it says, You see then that a man is
Jjustified by works, and not by faith only.



Does baptism negate salvation by faith?

® No! IT is an act OF faith!

® 1 Peter 3:20-21, emphasizes when and how
baptism saves us.

® Baptism alone does not save anyone!

® AND, it is not about the water! Itis about
obedience in faith!



Does it matter WHY we are baptized?

® Yes! Just as advocates of “faith only” say you cannot be
baptized to be saved because...
so if one is baptized for the wrong reason does NOT make it
valid.

® God expects obedience, but He also demands proper
motives.

Romans 6:17-18, they obeyed from the heart “that
form of doctrine” (likely baptism).

1 Corinthains 14:15 -sing & pray with the spirit and
with understanding
1 Corinthians 11:26-29 —the Lord’s supper to be
taken in a worthy manner
1 Cor. 13:1-3 —love without proper motives.



Does it matter WHY we are baptized?

® Scriptures notes the purpose of baptism.

? Acts 2:38 - for the remission of sins

Acts 22:16 — wash away your sins, “calling on the
name of the Lord”
Mark 16:16 —shall be saved
1 Peter 3:21 —saves us
Galatians 3:27 —we put on Christ, “into Christ”
Romans 6:3-4 —buried (and resurrected) with Him
Acts, it is AFTER baptism we read of rejoicing.




Does it matter WHY we are baptized?

® Consideralso Acts 19:1-5

® At Ephesus, Paul met 12 men who had been
paptized with John’s baptism. They needed to be
paptized again (rebaptized) in the name of Jesus
Christ.

® Babies cannot believe when they are

wuntarily) baptized. This is why it is invalid.




Does the mode of baptism matter?

* Yes!

® Some believe that you can have water poured or
sprinkled on you.
The AHD defines baptism as, A religious rite considered
a sacrament by most Christian groups, marked by the
symbolic application of water to the head or immersion
of the body into water and resulting in admission of the
recipient into the community of Christians.
Other dictionaries are silent as to the mode.



Does the mode of baptism matter?

" But the word "baptize” means to dip or submerge. Itisa
transliterated word from the Greek.

® Romans 6:3-4 describes it as a burial.
® Colossians 2:12 callsit aburial

® 1 Corinthians 10:1-2 speaks of Israel being “"baptized
into Moses” at the Red Sea.
They were surrounded by water (Exodus 14:21-22)
That day was a day of salvation for Israel (14:13, 30)

The way we are baptized and who is baptized matters!



Baptism is part of God'’s
pattern leading to salvation

Have you been baptized for the
remission of your sins?

re you better prepared to answer why?



Let us pray!
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